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 A truth, previously hidden, now made known by revelation of God (Romans 16:25, 26; Ephesians 3:3, 5; 1 Corinthians 15:51; Colossians 1:26).






 http://www.revelationillustrated.com



    www.thelightoftheworld.info
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.

                                                                     (Revelation 1:3, NKJV)



Instructions for use


Mystery Revealed is composed with numerous hyperlinks (which is highlighted in blue like this).To use hyperlinks if you are using “Microsoft word” you place your cursor arrow or straight line over the blue letters and press Ctrl + click to follow link (if you place your cursor over the hyperlink the directions will appear in a small yellow box beside the hyperlink).  These hyperlinks will aid in your learning experience.   The table of contents page is full of hyperlinks.  Click on each subject matter with page number will take you directly to that page


Do not take our word for what you will read in
, we have placed several biblical references in the work for you to investigate it for yourself.  The hyperlinks help with the learning process by enforcing what is said or showing you from the authors or creators themselves in their own words, what is being planned.  Some of the hyperlinks can be read; some can be heard via your speakers, or both.   


These prophecies were given to man some 2000 to 4000 years ago.  No man can predict the future only God!!!   How can a man tell you about Human Medical ID Chips or Digital Angel™”, 2000 years ago unless that man was inspired of God (see U.S. Patent Office).  We challenge you to investigate the facts given here for yourself.  Read all the work before you decide to reject it.  There is nobody in your face telling you what you must do, go through this at your own pace. 


 If you find yourself on the wrong side of God (and His son Jesus), then you need to correct that situation immediately, before it is too late and Repent, (Repentance); Reason for Gentile Guilt;  Judged According to Truth . “For if we sin, (Sin.) willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries,”, Danger of Drawing Back (Hebrews 10:26 – 27). This work also shows you the way to obtain Salvation and Repentance (through Jesus Christ), but nobody can do this for you.  You must decide to follow God the Father or not to follow God the Father for yourself.  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31).
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UNDERSTANDING GOD’S PLAN FOR THE AGES

An excerpt from the book:  “Charting the End Times”, by Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice.  

                                                      See Reference Page

For reasons known only to God, He determined to populate eternity with a race of human beings who choose to worship Him by obeying His will.  He created man in His own image with a mind superior to that of any other living creature, and He breathed into that man “the breath of life and he became a living soul.”  From that first man, named Adam, God extracted a rib and made it into a woman, whom Adam named Eve, to be a complementary companion to Adam.  Together, by the Creator’s design, they possessed the capability of procreating additional human beings like themselves with an eternal soul and a free will, enabling them also to obey or disobey God as they choose.  Perhaps the most incredible part of this creation miracle is that they would also have the ability of passing the gift of procreation and free will on to their children for thousands of generations.


The Creator God then put man and his wife in a beautiful garden, which He called Eden.  There He placed two special trees, which He designated “the tree of life” and “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  They were expressly forbidden to eat of the latter tree or they would die, but they were not forbidden to eat of the tree of life.  It is thought by many that if they had eaten of the tree of life first, before eating of the forbidden tree, their test would have been over and sin would not have entered the human race.  Instead, they heeded the voice of the tempter and disobeyed God by eating of the forbidden tree.  By this act, sin entered the human race, (see:  Sin: A transgression, to miss the mark, an offense.).  


God, in His marvelous grace, began revealing His will to man right from the beginning, in Genesis 3:15, which is the first prophecy related to God’s redemptive plan for the salvation of mankind.  From there onward, through the pens of many writers, God continued to reveal more of His plan, which we find in the Bible, The Sovereignty of God.  

THE ORIGIN OF EVIL


At some point in the past, one of God’s special angelic creations, Lucifer, the “anointed cherub” (Ezekiel 28:14), who was originally created perfect in all his ways (as were the other angels and man), became rebellious.  Lucifer later enticed one-third of the angels of heaven and Adam and Eve to do the same.  They had all received a free will and they used it to rebel against God.  We are given only scant details of this rebellion, which resulted in Lucifer (also called Satan) being cast out of heaven along with the angels that joined his rebellion (Revelation 12).  He came down to the earth, which was designated as his special province, where he became the “prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2) and “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4).  This ignited the conflict of the ages between God and Satan as both sought the worship of each man and woman on earth.  As prophecy teaches, Satan the master deceiver of mankind is eventually expelled totally from heaven along with all those who follow him, both angelic and human.  After the Millennial kingdom of Christ and Satan’s final rebellion, they will all be thrown into “the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14), Lake of Fire.  


Why God placed mankind on this earth—where fallen Satan had access to people’s minds and will—we are not told.  Given the Creator’s objective to develop a race of people with a free will who voluntarily choose to worship and serve Him for eternity, this world then became a proving ground or testing place where every person must make his or her choice as to who they would follow—God or Satan.  Satan, described by Jesus Christ as “the deceiver” and “a liar,” is not honest in the way he approaches men.  He never specifically asks mankind to be his servant or to worship him (but he will in the Tribulation period).  Instead, he entices man with ideas like, “Do your own thing” or “You can be like God.”  His temptation of Eve in Genesis 3 is a perfect example of the dishonest way he deceives all people.  By contrast, God is truth; He always approaches men and women honestly.  In every age He forthrightly asks people to obey and serve Him.  In the Old Testament He gave commandments to the children of Israel, and He promised to bless them if they kept the commands and curse them if they did not.  The entire history of Israel is an illustration of the fulfillment of God’s promises according to the people’s choices and their behavior.  See:  The Problem of Evil and The Church Is Full of Hypocrites
THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES


Satan’s hatred for mankind becomes clear as we examine the conflict of the ages as it is revealed in the Bible.  In every age, Satan has attempted to destroy mankind, whereas God has sought to save people.  Adam and Eve had something Satan did not have—an eternal spirit that was able to respond to God.  When Satan enticed them to sin by disobeying God, that spirit died.  This necessitated the redemption of mankind through the shedding of innocent blood.  Eventually God sent His Son to earth to become man’s redeemer, the only means of eternal salvation for man by the sacrifice of that Son on the cross.  From then on all mankind could, by choosing to receive Christ and trusting Him, have their spirit “born again” (John 3:3, 7), see THE PLAN OF SALVATION.  


The complete story of the conflict of the ages between God and Satan for the souls of mankind is too lengthy to include here, but there are some key points in that story.  For example, we read about the Flood in Genesis chapters 6-8, (see Chuck Missler commentary on Genesis chapter 6--text:  http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gen/Gen006.html#top , or audio: http://www.blueletterbible.org/audio_video/chuck_missler/Gen/gen006.ram).  Prior to the Flood, people lived to great ages (some lived for 800 or even 900 years).  Little is known of this period except that eventually the people on earth rebelled against God and became so morally corrupt and violent that God sent the Flood to destroy all but Noah and his family, who were deemed righteous.


After the Flood, God sent the rainbow as a permanent reminder that He would never again destroy the world by flood.  While we have had and still have local floods, some of great severity, God, in His mercy, has kept His word, and we have never again had a worldwide flood.


Soon after the great Flood, Satan raised up Nimrod and his mother to establish idolatry in the city of Babel, which is second only to Jerusalem as the most influential city in the world.  Every false religion, particularly pagan forms of idolatry, can be traced back to Babel, a city that is now being rebuilt in Iraq (according to prophecy) and will one day be destroyed forever.  Because of man’s wrong intentions in building the tower of Babel, God brought confusion upon the people by causing them to speak different languages.  This resulted in the dispersion of people throughout the earth according to language groups.

THE NATION OF ISRAEL


Later, God called Abraham from the idolatrous city of Ur and promised him a new land and his own people.  Abraham and his wife Sarah did not have their promised first child until both were too old to have children.  God clearly brought about a miracle when they gave birth to Isaac, who was the start of a new nation called Israel.  Through their seed God would bless the peoples of the world; it was through Israel that God would send the Messiah to be the lamb of sacrifice and to bring redemption to all who call on His name.  


God also planned to bless the people of the world through the Hebrew nation if they would obey Him.  To them God gave the commission of being the torchbearers of the Old Testament, and He placed them in what today is known as the Holy Land.  This land acted as a bridge between the continents to the north and south.  It was here that the merchants and kings of Israel could be a witness to the polytheistic nations of the world.  God promised that those who worshiped and served Him would be incredibly blessed beyond anything known in other nations, so that visitors could take the message of God back to their homelands—much like the Queen of Sheba did during the reign of Solomon.  Because of Israel’s access to the silk trade route in the Orient, the Hebrews could have even influenced China and the Orient if they had remained faithful.


God wanted to be Israel’s king, and He provided His leadership through priests, prophets, and judges, many of whom wrote the revelation of His will for the Israelites and for future generations.  This revelation is what we now know as the Holy Scriptures.  These holy writings contain man’s only truly authentic record of history, instructions on how to live, and prophecies for the future.  All Israel had to do to experience incredible blessing was to worship God alone and manifest that worship by obeying and serving Him.  Instead, the Israelites were duped by Satan to seek a king from among their own people—a king who eventually turned the people away from depending on God and serving Him to depending on and serving an earthly king and the physical government he provided.  God then chose another man to become king—King David, “the man after God’s own heart.”  During David’s reign and the first part of the reign of his son Solomon, the nation of Israel went back to obeying God and received His unprecedented blessings.


Eventually both the ten northern tribes of Israel and the two southern tribes of Judah turned from worshiping God, and the majority of the people became idolaters.  It was because of their sin of idolatry that God raised up King Nebuchadnezzar to take the Jews captive and transport them to Babylon for 70 years.  He did this to prove once and for all that He alone was God and He alone could predict the future, as taught by the Hebrew prophets.  

FROM JESUS CHRIST ONWARD


Approximately 400 years after the close of the Old Testament, the greatest of all fulfilled prophecies occurred: the birth, life, death, and resurrection of the Messiah.  At least 109 prophecies were fulfilled in His 33-year life, fulfilling God’s promise of almost 4000 years earlier that the seed of the woman (Eve) would bruise Satan’s head.  That happened through Jesus’ death on the cross for the sins of the whole world, http://blueletterbible.org/Comm/terasaka/crucify.html.  When Jesus cried out on the cross, “It is finished,” He did not mean the conflict of the ages was over.  He meant that the temporary sacrificial system of the Old Testament was no longer needed and that now a permanent way of escaping the deception of Satan and the consequences of sin had opened up—the way of salvation by grace through faith in Christ.  In addition, Jesus promised to send His Holy Spirit to indwell believers, http://blueletterbible.org/Comm/chuck_sm ith/sg/spirit.html.  This would not make them impervious to deceptions of Satan and the world, but it did mean believers would have a supernatural power with which to combat the power and deception of Satan if they walked with God and depended on Him.


This world has not become a perfect place since then; in every generation, people have had to choose whom they will serve.  Those who choose to follow God have the benefit of the New Testament, which contains further revelations and prophecies inspired by the Holy Spirit, believers have been able to experience victory over Satan and his legions of demons.


By contrast, the world has continued along its same destructive path.  Satan has indwelt kings, dictators, presidents, and other governmental leaders.  Many of these leaders have been among the sources of man’s earthly struggles.  And the progress of time has not seen the progress of mankind.  In the recent twentieth century, our so-called civilized society distinguished itself as the most barbaric in the history of mankind.  Modern-day governments and their wars have caused the deaths and murders of almost 180 million souls in this century alone—more deaths than in all the previous wars of history combined!  Even today, the nightly news is filled with expressions of man’s inhumanity to his fellow man through oppressive and dictatorial governments or government leaders.


The new birth in Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit, together with the 27 New Testament books of divine revelation that help Christians to grow spiritually, seem to have lessened somewhat the plight of man during this conflict of the ages.  Millions of Christians have used the help of these resources and the church.  In reference to the church, Jesus said, “The gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Matthew 16:18).  Thus Christians are protected to the extent that Satan’s “wiles” cannot destroy them.  One of the affirmations that Satan is a defeated enemy is God’s prophetic plan for the second coming of Jesus Christ.  In the first three centuries of its existence, the church had such a zeal and spiritual fire because of its belief in Christ’s return to establish His kingdom on this earth that Christianity became the dominant religion and was adopted as the state religion by the emperor of Rome in A.D. 313.


Emperor Constantine meant well when he merged religion and government, but Satan quickly discovered that what he could not halt by persecution he was able to stifle by indulgence.  At first Constantine ordered 50 new copies of the Holy Scriptures to replace those that the persecutors of the faith before him had burned.  Then he gave church leaders the former pagan temples as places of worship.


By the fourth century, the Church of Rome began to accept some of the traditions and teachings of the Babylonian paganism that had been the official religious practices of Rome prior to and after the time of Christ.  In the fifth century, Augustine and his Greek followers, who were educated in pagan humanism and fatalism, brought in the most powerful enemy of true Christianity, the allegorizing of Scripture.  It is interesting that the Greek “Christian” theologian, Origen, was branded a heretic by the third-century church for allegorizing Scripture, whereas the fifth-century church officially accepted this same method for teaching prophecy from Augustine.  This acceptance of allegorizing prophecy was eventually applied to all of Scripture.  This opened the door to the eventual elevation of pagan religion to the same level as scriptural truth.  This, in turn, ushered in the Dark Ages, an 1100-year period during which the Bible was kept from the common people.  Not until the Protestant Reformation during the sixteenth century did the tide turn.  By the providence of God, the invention of the printing press and the work of translating the Bible into the languages of the common people throughout Europe once again ignited the church.  Chief among the reasons for the amazing growth of the church during the past four centuries has been the revival of interest in end-times prophecy, which naturally resulted as people began reading the Bible for themselves and believing it literally.  To this day, churches and Christians who take the Bible literally tend to be premillennial, believing that God will win the conflict of the ages when His Son Jesus returns to this earth as the “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16).  He will then set up His righteous kingdom on earth for 1000 years, and that will be followed by an eternity best described as heaven (pg. 7-10).     
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PROPHETS AND PROPHECY

Transcribed from: John C. Hagee Prophecy Study bible, (Reference Page)

Introduction

Approximately twenty-five percent of the Bible was written as prophecy- an amount which is equal in size to the entire New Testament!  This makes prophecy an enormously important subject for those who wish to understand the Bible.  This article will discuss both prophets and prophecy, and it will give you some guidelines to follow for the proper interpretation of prophecy.

Prophets

As the saying goes, prophets were both foretellers and forth tellers.  Although they are usually thought of as being announcers of the future, they spent most of their time proclaiming God’s words about the age in which they themselves lived.  But as the prophets delivered God’s message about the present, it naturally spilled over into the future as they threatened punishment or promised blessing.  The true prophet does not fabricate his own prophecy-it comes to him from God through direct revelation.  This seems to be the meaning of  2 Peter 1:20,21: “No prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”  Since God knows all and does not lie, the message of a true prophet will be completely accurate.  In fact, God categorizes a person as a false prophet if even one of his prophecies fails to come true.  “When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him” (Deut. 18:22).  But what if the prophecy does come true?  Does this guarantee that the prophet is from God?  No, it does not:

If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a 

sign or wonder, and the sign or wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying,              ‘Let us go after other gods which you have not known, and let us serve them’, you shall 

not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your god is 

testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all

your heart and with all your soul (Deut. 13:1-3).

Deuteronomy 18:14-19 helps to round out our picture of a prophet:

· A prophet is different from a soothsayer or diviner (v.14).

· God puts His words in the mouth of the prophet (v.18).

· The prophet speaks all that God commands him to speak (v.18).

· The people must listen to the message of the prophet (v.19).

It can be said that the Old Testament prophets were in the law enforcement business.  That is, they were covenant enforcers.  God entered into a covenant with the nation of Israel, and in Deuteronomy 28-32, he spelled out the rewards for obeying it.  The Jewish people frequently failed to live up to their end of the covenant, which means that the prophets were very busy men indeed.  But it is important to know that the prophets didn’t make up the blessings and cursings found in their books–they were simply enumerating the stipulations of Deuteronomy 28-32.

Prophecy
Prophecy serves at least two purposes.  The first purpose of prophecy is to testify to 

Jesus and thus bring glory to Him: “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10).  The second purpose of prophecy is to reveal God’s will in the events of history, particularly as it manifest itself in

· the judgment of evil

· the deliverance from judgment

· the bestowal of blessing

Much of prophecy is simply straightforward, unambiguous, unadorned preaching and prediction.  In such cases, the immediate context usually provides the interpretive framework (e.g., Matt. 20:19).  But usually prophetic literature is different from epistolary literature–and in those cases, don’t expect a tight theme with a strict chronological order.  In this sense, the scenes described in prophetic literature are often like those of a dream–transitory impressions going back and forth in time and between events.  And in fact, God often used dreams or fantastic visions to reveal His message to the prophets.  Genesis 37:7 describes one such dream that Joseph had: “There we were, binding sheaves in the field.  Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.”  Isaiah 6 describes a vision that was given to Isaiah: “I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings:  with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew” (vv. 1,2).  The prophets received “visions” while awake, and “dreams” while asleep (Num. 12:6).

Sometimes a prophet will use the past or present tenses to refer to a future event because he is so sure of its reality and fulfillment (Is. 9:6; 53:6).  Occasionally a prophecy is conditional upon the action of someone.  For example, Jonah prophesied that God would destroy Nineveh in forty days, but He withheld His wrath when the people repented.

Prophecy comes in many forms, but these three are the most common:

· a declaration of God’s point of view (e.g., Amos 3:1–8)

· a reproach or exhortation–this form commonly contains the word woe.  This type of prophecy demands a change in behavior on the part of the audience (e.g., Hab. 2:6-8)

· a threat or promise (e.g., Mic. 4:1).

The following prophetic passages are further categorized by scholars as “apocalyptic literature”:

· Ezekiel 37:1-14

· Ezekiel 40–48

· the visions of Daniel in chapters 2,7,8,10,11,12
· Zechariah 1:7–6:8

· the Book of Revelation
There are several features which distinguish apocalyptic literature from ordinary prophecy:

· Apocalyptic literature was composed during politically difficult times.

· Apocalyptic literature is primarily futuristic or eschatological.

· Apocalyptic literature employs visions to communicate truth.  In those visions, the author recorded exactly what he saw and heard.  “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying.  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,’ and ‘What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia.... Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this’” (Rev. 1:10, 11, 19).  The visions are often interpreted by an angel or God (Rev. 1:20).  The visions are often of animals, numbers, heaven, or the supernatural world.  Some parts of the visions symbolize other things (Rev. 1:20).

· Apocalyptic literature draws a sharp contrast between good and evil.

· Apocalyptic literature focuses more on nations than individuals.

· Apocalyptic literature uses repetition (among other things) to hammer home points.

Why did the prophets make such an extensive use of symbolism?  Why didn’t they just plainly and chronologically write down what was going to happen?  At least part of the answer to these questions lies in the ability of the form of literature to capture our attention and grip our emotions.  Prophetic visions are often so strange that they have a way of riveting our complacent (or despondent) way of looking at things.  These visions point to the fact that history does have a purpose and is moving toward a conclusion in which God will intervene to set things right.

Remember that these prophetic visions are not intended to paint pictures.  The visions convey ideas, not portraits.  Our flag is a symbol of our country (with the colors, and the number of stars and stripes each representing something)–not a picture of it (as a satellite photograph would be).  Thus the description of Christ in Revelation 1:16; 19:15, 21 as having a sword coming out of His mouth is not meant to indicate that Christ will actually look like that when we see Him (picture), but it is rather intended to symbolize the effect that His words will have (symbol).

How to interpret Prophecy

(1) Study each prophecy as whole–not just isolated parts.  For example, when studying the prophecy about the Antichrist in Daniel 11:36-45, be sure to start reading at 10:1.

(2) Know the historical context of the times.  Be sure to read the introduction to the book that contains the prophecy you will be studying.  The prophets composed their books from about 850 B.C. till possibly as late as 400 B.C.  Generally speaking, this was a time of great tumult politically, militarily, and economically as Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, and Persia (to name the larger powers) waxed and waned in power and influence–with the inhabitants of Palestine frequently caught in the middle.  It was also a time of religious unfaithfulness on the part of God’s chosen people–even after the return from exile.

(4) Know the context of the prophecy you are studying.  Examine the outline and chart that is included at the beginning of the book that contains the passage you are studying.  Don’t forget to look at the survey section as well!  These study aids provide a wealth of information to familiarize you with the book and make you feel “at home” with it.  Note what comes before your prophecy in the book and what comes after it.  Be sure you know these things about the passage you are studying (it wouldn’t hurt to write them down):

· Who are the actors?

· What do they do?

· What is the result?

· Where does it happen?

(5) Check to see if the prophecy and its symbols are interpreted by:

· God

· An angel

· The prophet himself

(6) Check to see if the symbol or symbolism is introduced or explained earlier in Scripture.  Understanding the symbolism in Ezekiel and especially Daniel is crucial in order to understand the Book of Revelation.  The Read-Along References will point the way for you in this.

(7) Check to see if there are other prophecies which parallel the one you are studying.  For example, the subject matter of Daniel 2 parallels the subject matter of Daniel 7.  Once again, the Read-Along References will get you started in this.

(8)  Distinguish between the symbolic and the literal, the prophecy and the interpretation.  The interpretation is not symbolic and is meant to be understood literally.

(9)  Presume the passage or thing being referred to as literal unless it is obviously a symbol or interpreted as such.

(10) Interpret animals, colors, and numbers literally unless the author reveals that they are approximations by using words such as like, as, or about.   The prophets describe fantastic sights, and there are times when they simply run out of earthly things with which to describe heavenly things.



· “And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance” (Rev. 4:3).

· “The first living creature was like a lion” (Rev. 4:7).

· “And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire” (Rev. 15:2).

(11) If a prophecy has not been completely fulfilled in the past, you can assume that it will be completely fulfilled in the future.  A partial fulfillment, like the foretaste of the kingdom experienced by Peter, James, and John at the Transfiguration of Christ, makes the future fulfillment of the prophecies relating to the kingdom all the more sure.  This is Peter’s point in 2 Peter 1:19, 20.

(12) Even after you apply these guidelines, there will still be passages and events that you will have questions about.  Have the good sense to recognize what is clear from the text and what is only conjecture, pg. xii—xiv.

Why Christians Should Study Bible Prophecy


Regrettably, many pastors know very little or nothing about Bible Prophecy because it wasn’t taught to them in seminary or anywhere else.  Because of this the pastors don’t teach about prophecy from the pulpit.  This leaves many Christians ignorant of the exciting plans God has for the future.  This is terrible because there are several reasons God’s people should study prophecy, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001, Reference Page).  

1.  Prophecy Acquaints Us With The Most Important Subject Of The Ages, God’s Plan For Man


We are not remote creatures living in a void without cause or purpose (as secular thinkers and philosophers who attribute man’s existence to accident of evolution would have us to believe), http://www.creationevidence.org/cemframes.html,  http://www.evidenceofgod.com/, http://www.creationevidence.org/scientific_evid/evidencefor/evidencefor.html, and Foundations of Faith. The human race was created body, soul, and spirit by a loving God who has a plan for our future, and it’s only in the Bible, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).

2.  Studying Bible Prophecy Convinces Us That There Really Is A God


Only God can reveal the future and Prophecy is history written in advance.  No other book or person has ever predicted the future with 100% accuracy.  The fact that God alone can do so is confirmation that He is ALL that He claims to be (LaHaye & Ice, 2001). See The Bible:  Human or Divine?  

3.  The Literal Fulfillment Of Prophecy Teaches Us That Prophecy Should Be Interpreted Literally


Many Christians are being confused because they are being taught that the Bible was not meant to be taken literally.  The teachers are putting out that you have to spiritualize or allegorize the Biblical prophecies (LaHaye & Ice, 2001). God meant what He said, and said what He meant, studying prophecy enforces that. So, since He has already fulfilled His prophecies in the past that should inspire us to look ahead and trust God to fulfill the prophecies that will be fulfilled in the future (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).

4.  The Study Of Prophecy Prepares The Christian To Avoid The Deceptions Of The Many False Prophets That Are Arising In our Day


There have always been false teachers, but there is going to be an increase in those false teachers who will lead people astray from the narrow road with their teachings.  The defense for this is to “put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 6:11 NIV).  Jesus predicted that false Christ and false prophets will appear in the end times, some of whom will be able to carry out great signs and miracles and will deceive those who do not know the Scriptures—particularly Bible passages that relate to future things.  To avoid being deceived by the false teachers you must know the prophetic teaching of God’s Word, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).

5.  The Study Of Prophecy Promotes An Evangelistic Church


In History the biggest evangelistic periods of Church history were when the church actively studied prophecy.   From the time that our Lord said, “I will come again, and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3) all the way through most of the next three centuries, the church had an evangelistic fire.  Part of the reason for the enthusiasm could have been the persecution, but part of the reason it was persecuted was because of its evangelistic fire—and that, in turn, was due to the fact that our Lord’s soon return was a major part of the church’s teachings, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).


By the fourth century A.D., paganism had crept into the church and the Bible was no longer taught widely.  It was an object of worship, and all through the Dark Ages, the Bible was rarely taught and even fewer read it (or could read it).  In the fourteenth century Englishman John Wycliffe (1330-1384) decided with a strong will to translate the Word of God into the common language so that everyone could read it for themselves.  This was the beginning of the Reformation, and people began reading the Bible again, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).


In the nineteenth century the rediscovery of the study of prophecy, or the study of last things.  While the rediscovery was going forth, the greatest missionary and evangelistic emphasis of the modern church era was born.  During the past century some of the most evangelistic and missionary-minded churches were those that taught prophecy, and that is true today, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).

6.  The Study of Prophecy Tends to Purify the Believer


We live in an unholy age and some of that ungodliness is in the church.  The Holy Spirit uses prophecy to motivate believers to live holy lives such as the return of our Lord.  The apostle John said this about the second coming of Jesus:  “Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:3), (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).


Many a believer has, in a moment of temptation, thought, do I want to be doing this when Christ returns?  This type of question makes it easier to reject the temptation, so we are challenged to live a life where we will not feel ashamed when our Lord returns, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).

7.  Prophecy Offers Confident Hope in a Hopeless Age


The world we live in has no hope.  In our history of war, hatred, and cruelty, we can see that mankind can be quite inhuman to his fellow man.  The whole world yearns for peace, but has no peace.  Mankind’s problems worsen, leaving many people without hope (LaHaye & Ice, 2001). 


Prophecy students not only know what our loving God has planned for the future, but they also have a firm confidence toward the future and are not afraid.  They not only know what the future holds; they also know the One who holds the future, (LaHaye & Ice, 2001).


The worst days in world history are ahead of us.  Our Lord Himself warned that toward the end of human history there would be a time of “great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will” (Matthew 24:21).

Figure 2
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“The Great Hope of the Church”

Paul the writer of most of the New Testament stated the following when he was on trial for his life in his defense against his accusers:

I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection

of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.  This being so, I myself always strive to have

a conscience without offense toward God and men, Acts 24: 15 & 16.
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The term rapture is an expression for the Greek word harpazo (word 726 in Strong’s concordance).  At the end of this age, Christ will return in the air and take with Him to heaven every person–both living and dead–who has trusted Christ as Savior (Hagee, 1997).  Jack Van Impy states the term rapture comes from the Latin word, rapio, which means “snatching away”  

(FAQ, 2001)


Dr Jack Van Impy stated the following in his book Your Future:  An A – Z index To Prophecy, 1989, pg 105 – 110.


There are two stages or phrases within the process of the Second Coming – the Rapture and the Revelation – and these are separated by a seven-year period of time.


The Rapture is the next occurrence on God’s calendar and is the literal, visible, and bodily return of Christ in the heavenlies.  He shall return as He left (Acts 1:9-11).  One can easily know how He departed by studying Luke 24:39.  He had a new resurrected body of flesh and bones – a body that could be seen, touched, and fed (vss. 41-43).  When He returns in the heavenlies, all believers, dead and living, will also be taken bodily to meet Him in the clouds.  We shall be changed as this mortal body puts on immortality and is transformed to be like Jesus’ body (1 Corinthians 15:51-54; Psalm 17:15; 1 John 3:2), Bodies, Glorified and Natural .  This happens in a moment, in “the twinkling of an eye,” see Twinkling of an Eye.


This event ends the Church Age and ushers in the Tribulation period.  The Rapture of the Church involves the resurrection of the Christian dead as well as the exit from earth of all believers living at that time (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).  Regarding the Christian dead, the Bible teaches that the body is asleep in one place (the grave) whereas the soul is alive in another place (heaven).  To be “absent from the body” is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).  When Christ returns at the Rapture, He brings those that sleep (are dead) with Him (1 Thessalonians 4:14).  How can He bring the dead with Him and still come for the dead (1 Thessalonians 4:16)?  The dead are in two places!  The souls and spirits are with the Lord, but their bodies are in the grave.  Hence Christ brings the dead (souls and spirits) with Him so they may be reunited with their bodies.  That is why the dead in Christ rise first.


The return of Christ for His Church is a sign less and always imminent event.  Even the New Testament writers expected the Lord’s return at any moment (Philippians 3:20).  All signs of the Lord’s return have to do with the coming of Christ to set up His kingdom.  They are only indicators of the approaching Rapture because that event precedes the establishment of the kingdom by seven years…in fact; we must be raptured so as to return with Him.  The moment the Antichrist signs the seven-year peace pact the Tribulation period will begin and a timetable will be evident.  Date-setting will now be conclusive and Christ’s return will no longer be imminent.  It will be exactly 84 months or 2,500 days until Christ returns to establish His kingdom.  The Rapture must precede the Tribulation Hour.


The Church is not to be the recipient of wrath.  When one considers God’s purpose for the Tribulation, it is difficult to place the Bride of Christ into such a horrendous scene.  Why should Christ’s Bride suffer the judgments of the seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven vials found in Revelation 6,8,9,11,15,16, when the Church cannot be found beyond the third chapter of the Book of Revelation?  No, the Tribulation Hour is primarily a time of judgment upon a Christ-rejecting, God-rejecting world – both Jew and Gentile (Ezekiel 20:37, 38; Micah 5:15).  Paul assured the Thessalonian Christians that they would not go through the Tribulation (1 Thessalonians 5:9).  Although the Church is not all it should be, the world is better because the Church is present.  The Holy Spirit (Holy Spirit), working through Christians, holds back the tide of evil sweeping the world.  When His influence in this manner is removed at the Rapture, think of the wickedness that shall follow!


During the Tribulation period on earth, the raptured Christians have an appointment with Christ at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:19; Romans 14:10, 12).


The word “rapture” does not appear in the Bible.  It was coined from the Latin rapio or rapere to portray the experience of being “snatched away.”  This is what is going to happen one day soon as the people of God disappear from the earth and immediately meet Christ to stand before the Judgment Seat. 


John C. Hagee stated this:  Many will ridicule the idea that Christ is coming again, and that a time of judgment and calamity is coming:  “Scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lust, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?  For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation’” (Pet. 3:3, 4), pg. xvi.
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Controversy surrounds the subject of the return of Christ for His Church – whether it is before, during, or after the Tribulation period.

Pre-Tribulation View


This conviction is based on the following:

The promise to the Church in Philadelphia (Revelation 3:10)

The seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3 represent the professing Church in seven 

successive epochs from the Day of Pentecost to the time of the Lord’s return.  Each church fits chronologically into its respective place in history.


The sixth church, “Philadelphia,” escapes the Tribulation Hour, but the seventh, “Ladicea” is rejected by Christ.  True believers, possessing Christ, are kept from the hour of temptation that immerses our entire planet:  “I also will keep thee from (not through) the hour of temptation.”  God hath not appointed us to wrath   (1 Thessalonians 5:9).

2.
The case of the 24 elders (Revelation 4:1)


Many believe the “come up hither” call of Revelation 4:1 pictures the Rapture of the

Church prior to the beginning of earth’s holocaust.

Figure 3
[image: image27.jpg]


 





[image: image3]
[image: image28.jpg]





The Holy Spirit lives in the hearts of believers.  Our bodies constitute His temple during the Church Age (1 Corinthians 6:19).  Therefore, when He ceases to hinder the appearing of the Antichrist, His temple, the believers, must be removed via the Rapture.

 4.
The Tribulation is called “the Time of Jacob’s Trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7; Romans 11:26) and “Daniel’s Seventieth Week” (Daniel 9).

            In history, the first 69 weeks of Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream involved Israel (Daniel 9:24).  Why wouldn’t the seventieth or final week also involve Israel?  Why revert to the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ? (see Remnant; Evangelists, 144,000).

Mid-Tribulation View


According to this view, Christians would pass through the first half of the Tribulation but be raptured at the seventh trumpet judgment.  This destroys the biblical teaching of imminence.

Partial Rapture View


This position is not concerned with the time of the translation (Rapture) in relation to the Tribulation period, but with the people being raptured.  They believe that not all believers will be taken, but only those who are “watching” and “waiting,” who have attained some plateau of spiritual standing that makes them ready.  This undercuts Christ’s atonement which frees the sinner from condemnation and makes him acceptable to God.


The distinction between law and grace is lost, as is the distinction between the Church and Israel when passages intended for Israel are applied to the Church.  Nowhere in scriptural teaching on rewards does the Rapture appear as the reward for watching while an undeserving part of the body of Christ is left to suffer through the Tribulation, separated from the rest of the Body.  The Body is one and cannot arrive by bits and pieces in heaven (1 Corinthians 12:12, 13; Ephesians 5:30).


Remember, after the Rapture, at the Bema Seat, the bad (1 Corinthians 3:15) is with the good, and the ashamed are present (1 John 2:28).  As far as works go, these couldn’t have been worthy or ready.

Post-Tribulation View


This view does not look for Christ to come for His own until after the Tribulation.  Therefore, the Church is not looking for “the blessed hope” of the return of Christ, but judgments and horrors of the Tribulation period.


This theory destroys both the doctrine of imminence and the teaching of Dispensationalism.  The Rapture is not based on any specific set of signs because it is imminent.  The Rapture is connected with eminency while the Revelation is not (see Second Coming).  The Rapture takes place in Revelation 4:1, and the signs begin in chapter 6.  The signs point to the Revelation, or Christ’s return to the earth (Revelation 19:11).  This second phase or revelation of Christ is not based on the Bible teaching of imminence.  Instead, one can definitely know when Christ’s return to earth will transpire by the signs pointing to it in the Book of Revelation, 

Chapter 6-18.  the following passages mention Christ’s coming for His own without any specific timetable:  Acts 1:11; Phillippians 3:20;  Colossians 3:4; 1 Timothy 6:14;  James 5:8;  1 Peter 3:3, 4.
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John C. Hagee in his Prophecy Study Bible page states the following:


In Scripture, the expression “last days” is an extremely broad one.  For example, in Hebrews 1:1, 2, the author reveals that “God….has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”  Mankind, therefore, has been living in the last days since the birth of Jesus the Messiah.  First John 2:18 refers to this period as the “last hour.”


One of the characteristics of the “last hour” is the revealing of the Antichrist.  Since the Antichrist will be active during the Tribulation, we know that the last days will extend into the Tribulation.  Not only that, John identifies the time in which he was living as the last hour since “even now many antichrists have come.”


What is an “antichrist”?  The term antichrist is a combination of two Greek words:  anti and christos (or Christ).  Anti is a preposition that has two meanings.  The first meaning is “in place of.”  Thus someone or something described as antichrist seeks to displace Christ and take His place as God or as the object of supreme worship or veneration.  The second meaning is “against.”  Not only does an antichrist seek to take the place of Christ as God and object of supreme worship, he is also positively opposed to Christ and His people and program.  Many people and organizations have exhibited these characteristics throughout the history of the church, but during the Tribulation a man will arise who will seek to take the place of Christ and oppose Him with such ferocity that he is called “the Antichrist”. 


Putting these things together, we can say that the last days extend from the birth of Jesus until His Second Coming at the end of the Tribulation.  


The last days will be dangerous and difficult times.  “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come” (2 Tim. 3:1).  Believers will be persecuted and hated:  “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake” (Matt. 24:9).


Knowledge will increase.  “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase” (Dan. 12:4).


Many within the church will depart, giving heed to deceiving spirits and demons.  “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1; cf. 2 Pet.2:2).


Men will exploit others and inappropriately enrich themselves in the last days.  “Your [referring to “the rich”] gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire.  You have heaped up treasure in the last days.  Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabbath” (James 5:3, 4).


Dr. Jack Van Impe in his book Your Future states the following on this subject:


In Matthew 24:3, Christ’s disciples asked, What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  The Saviour then proceeded to describe those world events which would both indicate His return and culminate in the Day of the Lord.  He added in Luke 21:28, And when these things begin to come to pass [or begin to occur simultaneously], then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.  These signs of Christ’s Second Coming are in evidence worldwide, and increasing both in frequency and intensity.


The actual Second Coming of Christ to the earth is the second phase, the Revelation, or the revealing of Christ.  Since He came to earth at His First Advent, He must come to earth at His Second Advent.  The Rapture is not Christ’s appearance upon earth, but a meeting in the heavenlies (1 Thessalonians 4:17), and intermediary evacuation of believers from earth before the storm (Tribulation).  Seven years later, Christ does come to earth, touching down on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4).  The prophetical signs point to Christ’s return to earth with His saints at the close of the Tribulation Hour – not to the Rapture.  Even if there were not a sign yet in existence, believers could be called home imminently because each of the signs could occur during the seven-year period following the believers’ departure.


God has two elect groups upon earth – Israel (Romans 11:28) and the Church (1 Peter 1:2).  The signs of Matthew 24 are presented to elect Israel.  We know this to be true because of the regard for the Sabbath Day (vs. 20), synagogues (Luke 21:12), and because the setting is Jerusalem (vs. 20).  These signs are for Israel who is looking for the return of her King in Revelation 19.  They are not signposts for the Rapture.  The gospel mentioned in Matthew 24:24 is the gospel of the kingdom that the King is about to return (Revelation 19:16).


Although the signs are completely fulfilled after the Christians are gone, we already see the beginnings of every one of these prophecies (Luke 21:28).


Matthew 24 is spoken to Israel rather than the Church.  The signs are not pre-Rapture signals but post-Rapture signposts for Israel.  They point to the coming of Christ to this earth as KINGS OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (Revelation 19:11-16).

Old Testament Signs of the end times:

· Horseless carriages or automobiles (Nahum 2:3,4)

· Airplanes (Isaiah 31:5)

· Desert blossoming as a rose (Isaiah 35:1)

· Alignment of a ten nation western confederacy (Daniel 2,7)

· Knowledge explosion (Daniel 12:4)

· Great increases in travel (Daniel 12:4)

New Testament Signs of the end times:

· False Christ’s and False Prophets (Matthew 24:5, 24; 2 Peter 2:1)

· Wars and rumors of wars (Mark 13:7; Matthew 24:6)

· Famines, earthquakes in divers places, pestilences (Luke 21:11)

· Iniquity abounding (Matthew 24:12)

· Gospel of the kingdom preached to all the world (Matthew 24:14)

· Signs in the sun, moon, and stars, sea and waves roaring (Luke 17:26-30; 21:25-27)

· Introduction of evil spirits which control cults and false religions (1 Timothy 4:1,2)

The 19 signs of 2 Timothy 3:1-5, signs within man:

· Lovers of themselves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent (drunkenness, gluttony, deviate sex, drugs), fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.

· Hoarding of gold and silver, and its final demise (James 5:1-3)

· Scoffers mocking the Second Coming of Christ (2 Peter 3:3,4)

· Lethargy and indifference among God’s people (Revelation 3:14-16)

· Invention of the atom bomb (2 Peter 3:10)

· Jerusalem under Jewish control (Luke 21:24)

Judgment signs:

· As it was in the days of Lot (Luke 17:28, 30; Ezekiel 20:47; Zephaniah 1:18; Malachi 4:1; Revelation 8:7, 9:18)

· As it was in the days of Noah (Gluttony, drunkenness, illicit sex, corruption, violence) (Matthew 24:37; Genesis 6:11)

· Distress of nations (Luke 21:25)

· Hearts failing for fear (Luke 21:26)

· Note: Most judgments described in the Book of Revelation, chapters 6-18, are identical to the signs found in Matthew 24 and Luke chapters 17 and 21, pg. 120 — 122.

[image: image30.bmp]

After the Rapture there is a seven year period that is called the Tribulation, (Hagee, 1997).  The Tribulation may not start immediately after the Rapture; there is not a text in the bible that states the Tribulation starts immediately after, (Hagee, 1997).  Dr. Jack Van Impe in the book Your Future states this:



The Tribulation lasts seven years and is undoubtedly the worst bombardment of 


tragedy the earth will ever experience.  God has a three-fold purpose for this period:

1. To save and allow many Jews who will enter the Millennium to experience the 

            fulfillment of the kingdom promises to Israel made by God in the covenants



2.   To save a multitude of Gentiles who will then populate the millennial kingdom



3.   To pour out judgment on unbelieving mankind and nations.  The final 42                      months or three-and-one half year period is so terrifying that it is called the Great                          Tribulation (Revelation 7:14).



There is a reason the first half is more peaceful.  Because Jesus Christ, the Prince 

            of Peace, is soon to return, Satan, the great counterfeiter and super deceiver called 

            Antichrist will present himself as the Messiah and be accepted!  Satan will enter the 

            body of a man and proclaim himself as God (2 Thessalonians 2:4).  This Antichrist

            will come into prominence and power by presenting a “peace program” to the 

            nations.  The contracts are signed and confirmed (Daniel 9:27).  However, in the


middle of the seven-year period, the Antichrist dishonors his treaties and makes the last


42 months the bloodiest in world history.  The Great Tribulation is a time of incomparable


judgment from God (Daniel 12:1; Joel 2:2; Matthew 24:21). 

            A total of 21 judgments fall upon the earth.  They constitute three series of seven each      


and are described as the seal, trumpet, and vial (or bowl) judgments.  This is the Time


of Jacob’s Trouble (Revelation 6, 8, 9, 15, 16).
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Figure 4


Revelation 8:7 and 9:18 clearly reveal a judgment of fire during the Tribulation.


This coincides with Psalm 97:3; Isaiah 66:15; Ezekiel 20:47; Zephaniah 1:18;


Malachi 4:1 and numerous other passages of Scripture.  Both Old and New 


Testaments are in agreement concerning what seems to be a fiery, nuclear holocaust


(Zechariah 14:12; Revelation 8:7; 9:18) (see Day of the Lord; Daniel’s


Seventieth Week).



I remain firmly convinced that the Church will be evacuated before the 


Tribulation judgment begins (see Rapture, Views of).


1. Rise of Antichrist as leader of a confederacy of ten western nations (Revelation 13:1)

2. Antichrist signs a seven-year peace contract with Israel (Daniel 9:27)

3. After 42 months, Antichrist breaks the contract (Daniel 9:27)

4. Russia invades Israel from the North (Ezekiel 38:15, 16).  (So this


                  will not happen before the peace contract is in effect.)



5.   Antichrist attempts to destroy God’s people, the Jews                                       
                  (Revelation 12)



6.   He destroys the world church that helped bring him to power                            
                 (Revelation 17:16, 17)



7.   He proclaims himself as God (2Thessalonians 2:4-11)



8.   He himself is defeated at Armageddon (Revelation 19) and cast into the


                  Lake of Fire (vs. 20)



The Tribulation period will end with the Battle of Armageddon and the return


of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth (Revelation 19:11-16), pg. 132 – 134.



The Second Coming (also called the Second Advent) is the return of Jesus with an army of angels and raptured believers to destroy the forces which are arrayed against God and to rescue the Jewish people (Rev. 19:11-21; Ezek. 38:8—39:8), (Hagee, 1997).


Jesus will destroy the forces united against Him, and throw the Beast and the False Prophet into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:19-21), Hagee, 1997.


Satan will be restrained in a bottomless pit for 1,000 years—the entire length of the Millennium (Rev. 20:1-3), Hagee, 1997.  The following is transcribed from John C. Hagee Prophecy Study Bible:



Those who are still living at the end of the Tribulation will be judged by Christ.


Christ will allow those who trusted Him to enter the millennial kingdom, but those who 


Did not trust Him will receive everlasting punishment (Matt. 25).



Those who believed in God during the Old Testament times and those who


trusted Christ during the Tribulation and were martyred or otherwise died will 


then be resurrected (Rev. 20:4; Daniel 12:1, 2).  In Daniel 12:1, “your people” is a 

            reference to Israel.  The “some” who awake to “everlasting life” are those who are 
           “found written in the book.”  These men and women will reign on the earth with Christ

            and His church (those who came to believe in God in the period from the Day of

            Pentecost up to the day of the Rapture), during the Millennium.



The exact day and hour of His coming will not be known (Matt. 24:36-38),


But there will be signs which must occur in advance of the Second Coming that will


indicate the approximate time (Matt. 24:5-8, 9-12):

· Many claming to be Christ

· Wars and rumors of wars

· Famines

· Pestilences

· Earthquakes

· Jewish people delivered up to tribulation and death

· Many will be offended

· Many will betray one another

· Many will hate one another

· The rising and success of false prophets

· Abounding lawlessness

· The love of men for the Lord will grow cold


Every living person will see Christ when He returns.  “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, and they also who pierced Him.  Even so, Amen” (Rev. 1:7).


He will come during a time of relative normalcy for most people—they will be prosperous, secure, and unprepared because they chose to ignore the signs of the gospel.  “And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:  They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot:  They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.  Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed” (Luke 17:26-30, Matt. 24:37, 38; Ezekiel 16:49).


Christ will execute judgment at His Second Coming.  “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.  These are murmurers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage” (Jude 14-16).


The Holy Spirit will be given to the believing remnant of Jews when Christ returns.

And it shall come to pass afterward

That I will pour out My Spirit on all

flesh;

Your sons and your daughters shall

Prophesy,

Your old men shall dream dreams,

Your young men shall see visions;

And also on My menservants and on

My maidservants

I will pour out My Spirit in those days (Joel 2:28, 29).

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”

55 “O Death, where is your sting?

       O Hades, where is your victory?”

Transformation

Philippians 3:20 & 21

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,

21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

Reunion

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first.

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Controversy

   Why?

          Based on how you view the scriptures: Literally or as an allegory (small points are made in the Bible that is made with parables). 

Contrast Points of Rapture and the 2nd Coming of Christ

1.  Rapture:           Believers transformed into immortals

     2nd Coming:      Believers remain mortals 

2.  Rapture:            Believers taken from the earth

     2nd Coming:      Unbelievers removed from the earth

3.  Rapture:            Saints go to the Father’s House

     2nd Coming:       Saints remain on the earth

4.  Rapture:            Believers Judged and given rewards {1 Corinthians 3:12-15; 2 Tim. 4:8; 

                               1 Pet. 5:4}

     2nd Coming:       Believers & Unbelievers judged on earth for their final destination 

5.  Rapture:            Jews and Gentiles are one (1 Corinthians 10:32, Romans 10:12-13)

     2nd Coming:       Segregation and Judgement: Ezekiel 20:33-44, Matthew 25:21- 46,                                             Revelation 7: 1-17, {after the rapture and before the 2nd Coming}.

6.  Rapture:            Earth not judged

     2nd Coming:       Earth is renovated and a new heaven and earth is created (Isaiah 
                               66:17, Revelation 20:11 & Revelation 21:1-27),      

                               http://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don/don_faq2.html
7.  Rapture:            At any moment (no one knows the day or hour, for you yourselves know 

                               perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.  

                               1 Thessalonians 5:2
     2nd Coming:      Can be calculated (starting at the rapture).

8.    Rapture:          Was a mystery

       2nd Coming:     Was predicted

  9.  Rapture:           Affects only the believer

       2nd Coming:      All mankind

10.  Rapture:           Before the day of wrath

       2nd Coming:     At the end of the tribulation

11.  Rapture:           No mention of Satan

       2nd Coming:     Satan bound (Rev. 20:1-3), http://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/mill.html
                               http://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/hell.html#intro   [image: image5.jpg]



Figure 5
12.  Rapture:           Christ comes and stops in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

       2nd Coming:      Christ comes to earth (Rev. 21: 3, & Zechariah 14:4)

13.  Rapture:           Only the elect will see Christ

       2nd Coming:      Every eye will see him (Revelation 1:7)

Release of Satan (The Events Preceding the Day of the Lord), 2nd Thessalonians 2:3-9, Man of Sin; the removal of the Restrainer.  Some say Michael is the Restrainer but Michael the Archangel cannot be the restrainer, he does not have enough power, he had to evoke the name of the Lord, in   Jude 1:9.  The restrainer is the Holy Spirit.  In order to remove him completely, you have to take away the vessel he dwells in which is the heart of believers, Christians, the Church.

Is anything too hard for God?  With his spoken word he created the Universe and life on earth, Genesis 1:1- 31.  The creation of man was a personal work of his.  He came down physically and with his hands formed man out of the dirt, and breathes into his nostrils the breath of life, 
Genesis 2:4- 7.  He flooded the earth with water and destroyed all life except the life on the ark

Genesis 7:1-24.  He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, Genesis 19:1-29.  He caused an old woman to give birth to a newborn out of her own womb, Genesis 21:1-8.  Sara was ninety and Abraham was one hundred years old when that occurred.  For Moses, God performed miracles as He led the children of Israel out of bondage from Egypt, Exodus 1-13.  He parted the Red Sea, Exodus 14.  For Joshua, He held the sun, Joshua 10: 12-14:
“Is this not written in the Book of Jasher?  So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven,

              and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day.

14 And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the

                 Voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.

For Daniel, He muzzled the mouths of the lions, Daniel 6:16-23.  For the three Hebrew children, He walked in the fiery furnace, Daniel 3:24-25.   For us, He sent a Redeemer, His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, born of a virgin.  That was a miracle.  

Jesus had a ministry of miracles: turning the water into wine, healing the sick and afflicted, feeding the five thousand, and raising the dead.  The most important miracle of all was when He died to pay our sin debt, was buried, and on the third day rose from the dead.  Because of that miracle, our sins are forgiven and forgotten.  

We do not have to understand miracles to experience one.  Man has a twofold nature-physical and spiritual.  If we are willing to experience only what our mind can understand, we will never experience a miracle.  The God of the natural is the God of the Supernatural.  The God who enforces the law of gravity enforces the law of miracles.  Nothing is impossible with God,

“Ah Lord God! Behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee,” Jeremiah 32:17.

So if nothing is impossible for God, and He says that there will be a Rapture, then guess what, there will be one, you can count on it!!!  This isn’t a fairytale, metaphor, or allegory; this is the truth, because it is the word of God.  There were stories (parables), use by Jesus to make a point.  If you look at how these stories were used, you could tell it was a story.  The rapture is not a story; Paul in his writings did not use parables.  If you look at each of the references relating to the rapture, you will see that they were all made by Paul.  To call the rapture a metaphor, then you have to say that Paul all of a sudden decided to use a metaphor (only once), then he decided never to use it again in his writings.  

           Revelation 5:1-7
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                           Figure 6
                   Art used by permission of Pat Marvenko Smith, copyright 1992.  

Click here to visit her “Revelation Illustrated” site :  http://www.revelationillustrated.com

And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?”  

So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep.  Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”  And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  Revelation 5:1-7                                                 



                                                                                                         Revelation       

Click here:   http://216.10.100.20/ramgen/khouse/steeling/stmhindson98.rm
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               Figure 7                                                                                     Revelation 6

 Art used by permission by Pat Marvenko Smith, copyright 1992.  

 Click here to visit her “Revelation Illustrated” site:     http://www.revelationillustrated.com
       In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word                      was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

                                                                 (John 1:1-2)


All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that                  was made.


In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.


And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend                      it.

                                                                   (John 1:3-5)


And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,                       the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

                                                                   (John 1:14).


For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever                         believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

                                                                   (John 3:16)


Jesus said to him,

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.         No one comes to the Father                            except through Me.”
                                                                    (John 14:6)


He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.


For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,                         visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or                                  powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.


And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.


And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the                                    firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

                                                                     (Colossians 2:15-18)

The Alpha and the Ωmega  

An excerpt from:  John C. Hagee Prophecy Study Bible page 1461 and 790


According to quantum physics, we live in a mysterious world.  The subatomic world is a whirl of energy organized into particles and antiparticles that disappear if they collide.  The building blocks of matter are not protons, neutrons, and electrons but the more elementary and exotic leptons, quarks, and gluons.  Those gluons are the real doozies.  They bind quarks into hadrons and mediate the relationships of the hadrons and leptons.  Any questions?


Also clear in the present state of quantum physics is the fact that light behaves like a wave unless it’s acting like a particle, and you can know either the velocity or the location of an electron but not both.  That doesn’t mean that we don’t know how to do both at the same time.  It means that measuring the one changes the other.  Any questions?

Fundamental Mysteries


Some Christians are horrified that a “reasonable God” should create a world filled with mysteries and enigmas at the most basic level.  But what do we find when we examine God at His most fundamental level?  One God composed of three Persons.  A Savior who is both truly human and fully divine.  A Deity who has predestined a history in which His creatures have free wills.  Any questions?


Albert Einstein, who broke the theoretical ground for much of quantum physics, insisted to his death, “God does not play dice.”  He believed that God’s infinite mind directs the immense but finite physical world of quantum mechanics.  Physicists who insist the physical world is of necessity totally random ignore the more profound insight of their greatest theoretician.

The Unifying Son of God


The Bible declares that Wisdom accompanied and guided God in creating the universe (Proverbs 8:22-30), with special delight in humanity (v. 31).  Some biblical scholars believe the personification of Wisdom in Proverbs 8 anticipates the role in creation of the Son of God as described in the New Testament.  He is the agent of all creation (John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2).  Physical creation serves the Son of God; it was created “for Him” (Col. 1:16).  Furthermore, the Epistle to the Colossians asserts that creation is held together by the Son of God (1:17).  The writer to the Hebrews reveals that the word of Christ is the agent which sustains the physical creation (1:3).


When quantum physics theories are explained to laymen, theological language is frequently used—at least as a metaphor—because the physicist realize that they are probing the mysteries of existence.  Since the days of Einstein, these physicists have been searching for a Unifying Theory to encompass every form of matter and energy.  When the resurrected Jesus said to the apostle John, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,...who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8), He declared Himself to be the Grand Unifying Person of every material and spiritual dimension of reality.  He is the answer to all the questions.

The Person of the Son of God (Isaiah 9:6)


It is crucial to remember that the existence of the Son of God did not commence with His birth in Bethlehem.  He is spoken of as the Son before He became a man (Is. 9:6; Gal. 4:4).  Micah prophesies of His birth, but yet states that His "goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting" (Mic. 5:2).  John says that He existed "in the beginning" before anything was created (John 1:1-3).


Even before He was born of Mary, He appeared to men in the Old Testament as the "Angel of the Lord."  It is clear that this Angel is no ordinary angel because He is identified as God (Ex. 3:1, 4); He pardons sin (Ex. 23:20, 21); and He is worshiped (Josh. 5:13-15).  While these passages do not say that this member of the Godhead was the preincarnate Christ, we may conclude that they are the same person since their work is the same.


While Christ was preexistent and appeared occasionally to men in the Old Testament, He took on a body permanently when He was conceived in Mary's womb.  This incomparable event of God's becoming man in Jesus Christ is called the Incarnation.  This miracle was prophesized hundreds of years previously (Is. 7:14) and was fulfilled historically in Mary in whose womb the Holy Spirit's power conceived a child (Matt. 1:23; Luke 1:35).  Thus Christ, the sinless God-man, was fully man apart from sin (John 1:14).  As a man He experienced the normal physical, mental, social, and spiritual growth as others did (Luke 2:52).  He suffered pain, hunger, thirst, fatigue, temptation, pleasure, and rest.  Because of His complete humanity He can be sympathetic and compassionate toward us (Heb. 4:15).


While Christ was fully man He was also fully God, as these facts indicate:  He is called God (John 1:1; Heb. 1:8); He did works that only God could do, such as forgive sins (Mark 2:7) and create (Col. 1:16);  He had attributes that only God could have, such as truth (John 14:6) and omniscience, all-knowing (John 2:24, 25);  and He claimed equality with God (John 10:30).


The question may then be raised as to whether Christ lost anything of deity when He became a man (Phil. 2:6-8).  While there is an inscrutable mystery involved in this unparalleled act of condescension, one can be certain that He lost none of God's attributes, because He was still God (John 20:28).  He was fully God and fully man united in one person forever.  Even now, at the right hand of God, He is the God-man (1 Tim. 2:5).  The great condescension of the Son of God's becoming a man serves eternally as a perfect model of humility and self-giving love (Phil. 2:5).

.


[image: image8.jpg]




	 

	The Friends of Israel
Israel My Glory

	


About The Friends of Israel



Israel My Glory Magazine



Israel Mi Gloria (Spanish)



Editorial by Elwood McQuaid



Listen to Friends of Israel Radio



Israel in the News



Up to Jerusalem  Tour



Special Events



On-Line Web Store



Make a Donation



Institute of Jewish Studies



Send E-Mail to FOI

	Aftermath 
of the Rapture
by Mark Robinson

Millions vanish! Confusion reigns! World religious leaders divided about event! 

These and many other similar reports may well become the headlines in newspapers around the world after the Lord Jesus Christ raptures His church. In "the twinkling of an eye" (1 Cor. 15:52), true believers will disappear to meet the Lord in the air (1 Th. 4:16–17), ending forever the Church Age that began at Pentecost and leaving behind a world of stunned and unregenerate people.

What will it be like on earth after the Rapture? What if the Rapture occurs in our lifetime? What effect will the Rapture have on the Middle East? The economy? The nations? Political systems? The religions of the world? The Bible has much to say on these issues and can help Christians put this exciting event and its consequences into perspective.

 Chaos
The Rapture of the church will precede the seven years commonly known as the Tribulation period. However, the Rapture is not the event that marks the beginning of the Tribulation. That event will be the confirmation of a peace accord between Israel and her eventual enemies, principally, the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27).

One can only speculate on the length of time between the Rapture and the beginning of the Tribulation. More than likely, it will be brief. An indication of this possibility is the period of transition from the end of the era of Law (Eph. 2:14–15) to the beginning of the Church Age (Acts 2). This interval lasted only fifty days. Consequently, it would seem the transition from the Church Age to the resumption of Daniel’s seventy weeks (see David M. Levy’s article, p. 10) would also be brief. 

The period from the Rapture to the start of the Tribulation will undoubtedly play an important role in establishing the Antichrist’s reign. All born-again believers will have disappeared. Considering the millions of Christians who will be raptured worldwide, the devastation to the economies, militaries, and social structures of nations could be potentially significant. If the Rapture were to occur today, the United States would be particularly affected, as would South Korea, Canada, and other countries with large numbers of born-again Christians. 

Generally, the Rapture and the resulting calamities will send the world reeling. Recent history teaches how unruly people can become when the infrastructure they are so used to collapses, even for a brief time. Ask any New York City resident who endured the summer of 1977 when the electricity went out for two days. Looting, robberies, muggings, and the like became epidemic. The Rapture of the church will more than likely produce similar events around the world.

Economies of 
the World
At present, the United States is the major economic power in the world. Pronouncements by Alan Greenspan, head of the Federal Reserve Board, carry so much weight they have the power to produce major shifts in the U.S. stock market. These shifts, in turn, affect the markets of the world. If a word spoken by one individual can send euphoria or turmoil into our economies, what will happen with the sudden loss of millions of people? Worldwide economic collapse and depression are a possibility.

The Bible is not silent about the coming economic problems in our world after the Rapture. The third seal judgment of Revelation 6 tells of the extreme expense of just a day’s supply of food. "And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures say, A measure of wheat for a denarius, and three measures of barley for a denarius, and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine" (6:6). Professor and author Robert Thomas’s comments on this verse are helpful: "This much wheat was only enough to sustain for one day a person of moderate appetite . . . the minimum daily food requirement of barley was three measures." Thomas continues, "a denarius was the average day’s wages for a working man."1 

According to this verse, the average working person at the end of the day would have only enough money for basic food requirements. This severe an economic crisis can only lead to looting, stealing, and worse. Yet it seems as though the wealthy will not be affected, as "the oil and the wine," symbolic of wealth and luxury, are not touched.

The financial disarray and disparity within the world will most likely become a main cause in the establishment of a one-world monetary system. The need to bring sanity to an obviously desperate situation will prompt the nations and their citizens to adopt a universal system of control so all can have the basic needs of life. The lawlessness of the times will be brought under control through the fair, equitable distribution of goods. In a period of such upheaval, the world’s citizens will consider it only reasonable and logical to install a strong, controlling authority. Anarchy leads people to give up their freedoms in exchange for peace.

We are told that "he [Antichrist] causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and enslaved, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads, And that no man might buy or sell, except he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name" (Rev. 13:16-17). The world’s leader will introduce a system where none can buy or sell without the mark of the ruling authority. On the surface, the system will bring an end to the strife as well as provide for the people of the world.
Nations
Understandably, the nations of the world will be looking for explanations regarding the sudden disappearance of millions of earth’s inhabitants. Wars will break out. History has repeatedly taught us that stronger nations conquer weaker nations for their own gain. The period after the Rapture may be no exception. The first seal judgment tells of the world’s leader making war: "And I saw and, behold, a white horse; and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him, and he went forth conquering, and to conquer" (Rev. 6:2). Jesus promises that at the beginning of the Tribulation, after the Rapture has occurred, "nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom" (Mt. 24:7).

The loss of large segments of population and the resulting turmoil will probably provide the opportunity for some nations to attack others in the hope of destroying their enemies and conquering their territory. Daniel 11:40–45 and Ezekiel 38—39 are several of the many passages telling of wars after the Rapture.

Political Systems
The Rapture will also undoubtedly cause political upheaval. If the Lord were to remove His church from the earth today, the United States would be among the countries most heavily affected. Many Christians hold positions of importance in every segment of American society. The Rapture could leave the U.S. critically wounded and possibly reduce it to a second-rate power. With the United States—the world’s policeman—crippled, many political changes could occur across the globe.

Scripture teaches that the countries of Europe will consolidate around a world leader (Dan. 7:7–8, 23–24; 9:27; 11:36–39). This leader, best known as the Antichrist, will crush all who come against him. Following the Rapture and during the first three and one-half years of the Tribulation period, he will consolidate his power bases of political authority (Rev. 13:7), military power (Rev. 13:4), economic power (Rev. 13:16–17), and even religious power (Rev. 13:3–4, 12). Ultimately, this man will not only rule over Europe but large segments of the world as well. Although relatively benevolent at first, his rule will become the cruelest, most demonic and catastrophic reign the world has ever seen.

 Religions
In times of great distress, people tend to seek answers and comfort in religion. After the Rapture, many will flock to the religious leaders of the world. Unfortunately, all those left on earth will be false prophets. The Bible calls them "wells without water, . . . to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever. . . . they speak great swelling words of vanity [emptiness] . . . they themselves are the servants of corruption" (2 Pet. 2:17–19). All the men who believed the Bible and preached it will be gone. And the religious leaders who will be left will have no answers.

God, however, has never left this lost and helpless world without some way to hear the truth. During the Tribulation, He will provide 144,000 Jewish men who will speak the truth in contrast to the false prophets who will seduce the world to embrace unified worship and the end of religious division. These false prophets will claim that if the religions of the world can accomplish this feat, world peace and prosperity will be at hand. And the deceived will believe this lie. A one-world religion (Rev. 17) will emerge from the pandemonium of the times. 

Furthermore, an alliance will develop between the Antichrist (the world’s political ruler) and the religious system of the world (Rev. 17:3). The leading religious figure, known as the false prophet (Rev. 19:20), will use signs and miracles (Rev. 13:11–15) to cause the people of the world to worship the Antichrist, who will actually claim to be God at the middle of the Tribulation period (2 Th. 2:4). Because of his insatiable appetite for the world’s worship, this satanically empowered man will then destroy the religious system that helped bring him to power (Rev. 17:16). 

The true believers who will emerge during the Tribulation period will be persecuted by this combination of darkness. Many of them will become martyrs for their faith (Rev. 6:9–10; 12:11, 17).

 The Middle East
The focal point after the Rapture will be the Middle East—especially Israel. The seemingly irreconcilable animosity between Israel and her Islamic neighbors will be temporarily quieted. The Antichrist will use his charm and persuasive powers to bring a much-longed-for, albeit temporary, peace to the Middle East (Dan. 9:27).

Jerusalem, though, will remain a stumbling block for the nations surrounding Israel and even for the world (Zech. 12:3–4). The Jewish people and Israel will be blamed for the continuing problems of the world. Anti-Semitism will reach its worst heights after the Rapture (Rev. 12), culminating with the Antichrist marshaling all the forces of the world into Israel in an attempt to destroy her (Zech. 12:8–10; 13:1–3; Rev. 16:14–16).

What will start out very encouraging for Israel and the Jewish people (prosperity, peace, a rebuilt Temple [Dan. 9:27; 2 Th. 2:4]) will turn into their worst nightmare—worst, that is, until their Messiah comes (Zech 12:8–10: Rev. 19:11–21) and delivers them from destruction.

The Mercy of God
The aftermath of the Rapture will bring great distress, turmoil, and even death to the world. Yet the mercy of God still will be abundantly present.

Many Jewish people will recognize that Jesus is the Messiah and find forgiveness of sin. Initially, the 144,000 Jewish men will come to the Lord at the beginning of the Tribulation (Rev. 7:1–8). Ultimately, millions more will receive Jesus as their Messiah during this time period (Zech. 12:10; 13:9).

The aftermath of the Rapture will produce a horrific time on earth. The Lord Jesus Himself called it "great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be" (Mt. 24:21). It is with thanksgiving that born-again believers can rest in the knowledge that God will not allow His church to go into that terrifying period of unparalleled suffering. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Th. 5:9). If you are a believer, you will not be around for the "aftermath of the Rapture." If you are not a believer in Jesus as Messiah and Savior, you need to become one. You can come to Him now. He is waiting, THE PLAN OF SALVATION. 
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A MESSAGE OF HOPE FROM DR. JACK VAN IMPE


Someone asked Dr. Jack Van Impe November 2000 is the European “Superstate” and the coming “New World Order” were signs of Christ’s return.  His answer was an emphatic yes.  We are living at a time in which it is not only possible for a world dictator of unprecedented authority (the Antichrist), to appear it is inevitable (Van Impe).   God’s Word states that only seven empires will exist in world history before Christ returns.  The verse proving this statement is Revelation 17:10, “There are seven kings:  five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.”  The five fallen empires referred to by John in this verse are Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece (Van Impe).  The one that ruled at the time John wrote the Book of Revelation was Rome.  One more final empire would arise, but there would first be a long delay.  That global power would be the “revived Roman Empire.”  From this final group of nations the figure known as the Antichrist emerges and reigns for a brief period (eighty four months), (Van Impe), http://www.keele.ac.uk/socs/ks40/eummt.html .


So the question: Is this period way off in the distant future?  No, it is very near.  The world is on the brink of submission to this latter day power.  This revived Roman Empire is presently assembling and organizing itself under the auspices of the European Union, a federal Super state that will form the basis for the last one world government, (Van Impe).  This dictatorship under Antichrist rules with supernatural power, advanced twenty first century technological police state know how, and unthinkable terror.  Is it in the making, lets see.   The European Community created the European Monetary Institute in January 1994, and it is scheduled to become a central bank issuing a single currency no later than 2002, (Van Impe), see also http://www.businessweek.com/bwdaily/dnflash/jan2002/nf2002012_3609.htm.


In addition to its growing economic prowess, the European Union will formulate common foreign and security policies with defense issues handled by the Western European Union.  Soon, all defense policies will be made jointly.  The European Union is rapidly dissolving the ideas of national sovereignty in a giant step toward globalism and one world government,

http://www.hri.org/docs/Rome57/index.html (Van Impe).

The Superstate is preparing the way for a more powerful central government, one that will eventually be headed by a world dictator.  In Daniel 9:27, it shows the future leader making a peace contract with the nations of the earth for seven years.  During the first half of this tribulational period, the Antichrist is controlled by satanic powers, Revelation 13:4.  However, during the second forty two months, Satan is cast out of heaven (Revelation 12:7-11) and incarnates the body of this world dictator, Revelation 13:3, (Van Impe).


When Satan takes over the physical being of the Antichrist, he begins to call himself god, magnifying himself above every god (Daniel 11:36).  How can we know with confidence that we are close to this historical moment?  The entire prophetic set-up began in the miraculous year of 1948, when three major world events occurred simultaneously. The first was the rebirth of the land of Israel, (Van Impe).  Jesus Himself predicted this happening would come before His return in Matthew 24:32-33 when He told His disciples to come to grips with the message of the parable of the fig tree, which always represents Israel in the Bible.  Jesus said, “When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the door.”  Nothing of significance prophetically, could happen until Israel became a nation again, and that happen in 1948, TABLE OF CONTENTS and History Unrevised (Van Impe).


Second, the first meeting which lead to the creation of the revived Roman Empire, the European Union, happened in 1948.  This end time body would form the political and military basis for the coming one world government the tool by which the Antichrist would rule,

http://www.users.dircon.co.uk/~olegwest/Reports/hague48.htm, (Van Impe).


The third important event of 1948 was the arrangement of the World Council of Churches,  http://www.encyclopedia.com/printablenew/14002.html, which would help lay the groundwork for the one world religious system of the Antichrist described in Revelation 13:11 and 17:9 .  For more than fifty years, the stage has been set for a world dictator to appear, a man with power and authority far beyond the scope of Nebuchadnezzar or any of his successors, (Van Impe).  The world anxiously awaits his appearance.  The antichrist is alive and waiting in the wings for his moment.  How close are we to the fateful day of his appearance?  Here is what three citizens say:

“We are in a leaderless world,” is the opinion of Walter Cronkite, (Van Impe).  Walter Cronkite also stated this:  If we are to avoid a nuclear World War III, “a system of world order-preferably a system of world government – is mandatory,” declared Walter Cronkite in his book A Reporter’s Life. “The proud nations someday will see the light, for the common good and their own survival, yield up their precious sovereignty, just as America’s thirteen colonies did two centuries ago.  When we finally come to our senses and establish a world executive and parliament of nations, thanks to the Nuremberg precedent we will already have in place the fundamentals for the third branch of government, the judiciary.” (The New American, p.11).


“We have a rendezvous with a world dictator and his appearance may be soon,” says economist Julian Snyder, (Van Impe).

The internationally acclaimed Dr. Paul-Henri Spaak says, “Europe is looking for a man so powerful that he will hold the allegiance of all the people.  Be he man or devil we are ready to receive him,” (Van Impe).


However, it is not just a political leader for whom the world is looking.  All major religions discuss the emergence, in the last days, of a powerful and terrifying spiritual figure someone who will ultimately proclaim to be God.  Today’s widespread New Age philosophy is laying the groundwork for the Antichrist’s global religious system, (Van Impe).  John Randolph Price, one of the world’s principal New Age gurus, says his spirit guide revealed to him that 2.5 billion people may need to be wiped off the face of the earth for their utopian spiritual dreams to be realized (Revelation 6:8; 9:18; 13:15; 20:4).  Such an organization claiming a billion followers can produce the Antichrist, (Van Impe).


The New Age movement teaches that we are all “little gods.”  The Antichrist will ride the crest of that belief and give it the credibility it does not deserve.  After a period of time the Antichrist will suffer a mortal head wound and come to his end in a battle with Russia (Daniel 11:45), (Van Impe).  After being incarnated by Satan, he then rises from the dead, (in his reenactment of Jesus), and declares himself as the god of gods (Revelation 13:3).  He will demand that every human being worship him under penalty of death (Revelation 13:15).  The New Age leaders are already beginning to justify the mass slaughter that will follow, (Van Impe).


The Antichrist will have more help, too, from someone known as “the false prophet.”  It is from the leadership of this false prophet, supported by the revived European Empire, that all such latter day prophecies emerge.  Rome will again be the center of the world economically, politically, militarily, and spiritually, (Van Impe).  Those currently moving Europe in this direction seem inexplicably drawn to their fate.  In 1987, the Belgians minted the first ECU silver coins.  Imprinted on them was the bust of Emperor Charles the Fifth, crowned head of the Holy Roman Empire in 1519.  There is a striking geographical similarity between the European Community and the Holy Roman Empire, (Van Impe), http://www.motherbedford.com/German7.htm. 


 What about the ten toes and the ten nations?  Hasn’t the European Union evolved past this stage?  Yes it has, remember that we are speaking of an eventual world government, not a regional one, (Van Impe).  The European Union began as ten nations, and Daniel 7:23 shows that a very significant eleventh nation arises, that was Spain.  Now there are fifteen and Poland and others may join by 2002 for the formation of the one world government or New World Order.  The European Superstate, will provide the platform and the structure for the world dictatorship in Daniel 7:23 and Revelation 13:7, (Van Impe).


When Christ returns to establish His earthly kingdom, an alliance of ten kings or ten areas will remain on this earth (Daniel 2:44).  Grippingly, all of the prime movers behind the globalist dream have divided the world into ten spheres.  The Trilateral Commission, the Council on Foreign Relations, the Bilderbergers, the Club of Rome, and others that promote a one world federation eventually break up the globe into ten regions (Van Impe).  One way or another God’s Word will come to pass.  Only now, after two great European wars have been fought and 

reunification has occurred, could the promises of the Bible about a world government centered in Rome be possible.  Likewise, only now in the 21st Century computer age could such a government hope to keep track of the commercial activities of every  human being on the planet Revelation 13:16-17, (Van Impe).


Soon the Rapture will occur, after which a time of unmitigated terror will engulf the globe.  “Alas, for that day is great, so that none is like it” (Jeremiah 30:7).  Daniel 12:1 describes it as a “time of trouble, such as never was since there was since there was a nation.”  Jesus used almost the exact words in Matthew 24:21, “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world.”  These things must happen, they are right around the corner.  We should have no fear about them, not as believers, anyway, http://www.jhm.org/salvation-100.asp (Van Impe).


When these things come to pass, be not terrified (see Luke 21:9); why because Jesus said that when these things come to pass, “Know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand” (Luke 21:31).  Believers who are prepared will miss this horrendous hour.  We will be gone before any part of the seven year Tribulation period begins, (Van Impe).  

UNIVERSAL REGISTRATION PROPOSAL


After the September 11 attacks, many lawmakers in the House and Senate again began to consider starting a national identification card, or adding a biometric identifier such as a fingerprint to all Social Security cards (Missler, 2001).  Many people appeared ready to give up a little more freedom to strengthen security, (Serrell, 2001).  In the first few days after the tragedy, the Washington D.C. based Pew Research Center took a national poll.  It found that 70 percent of those surveyed favored a National ID card as a way to make it much harder for terrorists to hide behind false identities, (Serrell, 2001).  Protecting people’s rights may be one reason support for a National ID appears to have dropped from the initial 70 percent, down to 51 percent in a recent poll taken by a northern Virginia survey and research firm (Serrel, 2001).


In an interview with CNN on Wednesday (26 Sep 01), House Immigration Subcommittee Chairman George Gekas, R-Pa, said his office is consistently receiving inquiries from the public in support of the idea. Despite the public’s interest he sees little appetite in Congress to proceed with hearings on a national ID.  Gekas said national identification cards are more subject to fraud than almost any other kind of documentation, (Krebs, 2001).  Gekas’ reluctance is shared around Capital Hill, but that has not stopped discussion of the idea.  As a matter of fact, lawmakers have already met with representatives of a California computer company that has offered to donate the software needed for a National ID database, (Serrel, 2001).


 In an interview on San Francisco’s KPIX-TV last Friday (September 21, 2001), Oracle Corp. Chairman and CEO Larry Ellison offered to pony up the software needed to create a national ID system, (Krebs, 2001).  “We need a national ID card with our photograph and thumbprint digitized and embedded in the ID card,” Ellison told the television station, (Krebs, 2001). Ellison, in a Wall Street journal op-ed piece, contended that “a national database combined with biometrics, thumb prints, hand prints, iris scans or other new technology could detect false identities,” (Missler, 2001).  Congress has not accepted the offer, but some members are studying the kind of technology a National ID might be linked to, (Serrell, 2001).  Bush Administration officials say the president will not support calls in Congress for creating a national identification card to help combat terrorism.  White House spokesman Jimmy Orr said President Bush “is not even considering the idea,” (Krebs, 2001). 


Biometric technology would likely be used in an ID program.  Biometrics allows computers to use the unique characteristics of human beings to recognize them among thousands, even millions of others (Serrell, 2001).  An ID the size of a credit card could be embedded with a code that has been assigned to a person’s fingerprints or even their face.   Viisage Technology, based in Boston, has developed the face scan into a security tool, http://www.viisage.com/index.htm, and http://www.siliconinvestor.com/stocktalk/subject.gsp?subjectid=15465, (Serrell, 2001).  Tom Colatosti, president and CEO of Viisage, said, “We believe that if our technology had been deployed at the airport on September 11th, that it could have made a difference.  Of course, we don’t say ‘would have’ because there are so many other variables.”  Colatosti explained how his software takes a visual fingerprint of a person’s face, (Serrell, 2001).  “What our technology does is we take 128 measurements of the face, the distance between your eyes, the thickness of your lips, the angle of the cheek, the slope of your nose and we calculate all of those things.”, (Serrel, 2001).


Talks were elevated to a new level when Pascal Smet, the head of Belgium’s independent asylum review board anticipated that the world will need a Universal Identification system at a United Nations meeting Thursday,  Dec. 13th, (Missler, 2001).  Under the terms of his proposal, every person in the world would be fingerprinted and registered as a means of immigration control.  Smet said that the European Union had already been considering a registration of all its citizens, using biometric identifiers such as retinal scans or fingerprints, (Missler, 2001).  Smet stated, “there are no technical problems, it is only a question of will and investment,” (Hawthorne, 2001).  Mr. Smet also stated the following:


If you look to our societies, we are already registered from birth until death.  Our


governments know who we are and what we are.  But one of the basic problems


is the numbers of people in the world who are not registered, who do not have


a set identity, and when these people move with real or fake passports, you 


cannot identify them.  It’s a basic rule of management that if you want to manage 


something, you measure it.  It’s the same with human beings and migration.  


But instead of measuring it, you have to register them, (Hawthorne, 2001).

Austrian Immigration Minister Phillip Ruddock communicated that he thought a “universal identification system would be taking it too far,” (Hawthorne, 2001).


Smart cards and the use of biometrics are gaining in popularity, (Missler, 2001).  Frost and Sullivan, industry analyst, stated that there are about three billion cards worldwide, (Missler, 2001).  Dexler Technology of Mountain View, California, located in the Silicon Valley, is currently providing 10 millions permanent Mexican residents and border commuters in the United States and Italy with smart cards, (Missler, 2001).  The Italian government wants all of its 57 million citizens to carry the new national ID cards within five years, (Missler, 2001).


The Pentagon also recently began arming four million troops and civilian employees with smart ID cards that will allow them to purchase food, gain access to secure facilities, open locked doors, get cash and check out weapons and other military hardware and supplies, http://www.viisage.com/December.%2018,%202001.htm, (Missler, 2001).  The cards are about the size of a credit card and will replace the standard green ID cards now used by defense employees, (Missler, 2001).  They include a bar code that is similar to scan codes found on grocery products, magnetic strip to store personal information and a circuit chip, (Missler, 2001).  This card would also allow the holders to access secure Defense Web sites, log into their computers and digitally encrypt and sign their emails, (Missler, 2001).  The smart cards cost the government about $8 each, see Department of Defense Common Access Card (CAC), (Missler, 2001).


It is always stated when talking about an National registration and data basing of  citizens is to fight some sort of crime, be it fraud, illegal immigration, handgun violence, drug trade, airplane hijacking, (Missler, 2001).  Tim Lynch, an attorney for the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank that studies civil liberties issues, stated this:  I think, initially this is just a card that you’ll present when you check in on airplanes at the airport.  But it’ll very quickly escalate to having to present and use the card for all different kinds of activities:  when you want to open up a bank account, when you want to rent a car, buy a firearm.  You’ll have to present this National ID card in a whole range of circumstances.  It’ll start small, but it’ll snowball.  A National ID is only going to work if authorities know who they’re looking for.  And one of the ways the terrorist are going to get around the system, and this Al Qaeda group is already doing it, is they recruit very young people, young men like 19 or 20 years old, and they do not have a criminal record, they have not been involved in terrorist acts before, (Serrell, 2001).  


Registering law abiding citizens does little to fight crime, but it does restrict the civil liberties of those citizens who are already obeying the law, (Missler, 2001).  Those who can falsify information, forge, program, and scan will be able to get around the restrictions imposed by the cards, (Missler, 2001).  In an effort to fight and control crime, or in the name of convenience, citizens will be made vulnerable to those who have access to those databases, whether innocent clerks, mischievous hackers, or potential governmental tyrants, (Missler, 2001).  


With so many terrorism related issues, Congress does not expect much movement on the National ID idea before spring 2002, (Serrel, 2001).  The issues still may not go anywhere because the National ID notion has begun to draw lots of opposition from both liberal and conservative groups; who say America’s freedoms should not be compromised, (Serrel, 2001).

The debate in Congress is moving away from talk of a National ID for all American citizens.  Lawmakers are interested in creating a new system for tracking immigrants and foreign nationals traveling in the U.S.  A hundred countries have some sort of National ID, including Germany, France, Belgium and Spain, (Serrel, 2001).

Human Medical ID Chips


NPR:  All Things Considered (National Public Radio)

                      Wednesday, December 19, 2001

                       http://www.npr.org/ramfiles/atc/20011219.atc.05.ram  (to listen)

                       Interviewer:  Linda Wertheimer

Microchips implanted in humans, an ideal that is moving out of the X files and into commerce.  A Florida company has developed a chip that could be implanted in the bodies of people with medical conditions could be scanned to provide information to Hospitals and doctors in an event of an emergency.  Applied Digital Solutions of Palm Beach expects to have those ready quite soon for sell in South America and pending FDA approval for sale here.  Richard Sullivan is the chairman and CEO, of Applied Digital Solutions.


 Mr. Sullivan Chips with Medical information first of all how big a device are we
 
 
 talking about?  

            Oh gosh we’re only talking about a chip as big as a piece of rice. 


And how do you put it into somebody and where do you put it?  

            Well it can be placed anywhere and is ah injected by syringe.  

            Does this make since, is it a substantial advantage over a medical bracelet that has the 
same information or perhaps even has a medical chip in it? 

             It does because in the case of a medical bracelet that’s something worn externally and 
 
 has a lot of disadvantages for an implantable chip the opportunities for placing it when 
 
 the surgeons place a pacemaker along with the device provides the patients the user of 
 
 that considerably more latitude because that information is then carried in a world wide 

 data base that we provide and give them the greatest advantage if they have to have it 
 
 repaired or replaced. 


 Would Emergency Rooms routinely have the kind of equipment needed to scan 
    
  
  these things? 


  Yes, yes Emergency Rooms would. 


  Do they now?  


  They don’t have them now but the scanning device is relatively inexpensive, around         
  $ 200.00.


 What do you think the chances are that the FDA will approve such a thing? 


  I would think it would be relatively easy because most applications for humans 


  started in the animal world anyhow.  And we have an enormous amount of 
 
  
  experience chipping pets, chipping animal, ah live stock animals, we chip ah 
  
 
  majority the department of fishery salmon and other fish that run through North 
 
 
  America.  We think that process will be relatively simple. 


 So, you figure you can -- be relatively easy to translate from as you say; I like your verb, 
 
 chipping animals to chipping people? 


 Well, ah that’s exactly what they do; ah it’s not very much different, ah in that 
 
  
 regard as it relates to humans. 


 Mr.  Sullivan, in your wildest dreams what would you see...these chips being 
 
 
 used for say ten years down the road?


 Well I don’t think it’s just the chips it’s the evolution of the technology, ah in the 
 
 
 ah the identification of people ah for military reasons, the identification of people in 
 
 what we call the criminal work process area, ah and the over all identification of ah 
 
 people ah of not the quality and caliber that ah we would like to see supporting our 
 
 everyday life here in the U.S. 


Can you imagine a day when ah you might activate your ATM with a chip or you... ah 
might be your own easy pass because you have a chip implanted; or you might charge 
your groceries by just putting your hand on something I mean could things like that 
happen?  


It’s no question about it, they will happen.  


Mr. Sullivan thank you very much for taking the time to talk to us. 


Well thank you for having me here today.

  Richard Sullivan is the Chairman and CEO of Applied Digital Solutions of Palm Beach.

Digital Angel™


On May 13, 1997, United States Patent Number 5,629,678 was granted for a “personal tracking and recovery system,” made up of a miniature digital transceiver—implantable in humans—with a built-in, electromechanical power supply and actuation system.  These features enable the device to remain implanted and functional for years without maintenance (ADS Press Release 1999).  It was the brainchild of a retired police officer, a Global positioning system (GPS) transceiver that could help authorities locate an abducted child (Wilson, 1999).   


On December 10, 1999, Applied Digital Solutions, Inc (NASDAQ:ADSX), (ADS) acquired the patent rights to this technology, which the company refers to as “Digital Angel™”, The agreement gave ADS the right to develop this unique product for all of its applications or to sublicense the development of specific applications to other entities, (ADS press release, 1999).  ADS said the technology could “tap into a vast global market” that is expected to exceed $100 billion (Stenger, 1999).


Applied Digital Solutions, Inc. is an e-business to business solutions provider offering Internet, telecom, LAN and software services to a wide variety of businesses all over North America.  ADS is led by Richard J. Sullivan, who was elected Chairman of the Board of Directors and named Chief Executive Officer in May 1993.  Since his placement in this role, he has led the acquisition of some 40 companies.  During his tenure as Chairman and CEO, ADS experienced record revenue and profit growth, (Business Wire, 1999).  For more information, see http://www.adsx.com/.


ADS in April 25 2000, acquired  Destron Fearing, a South St. Paul,  Minnesota maker of identification devices for pets, livestock and wildlife; merging that company into Digital Angel.net subsidiary, http://www.destron-fearing.com/index.html and http://www.destron-fearing.com/elect/elect.html.

Saturday June 16, 2001, World Net Daily published an article by Julie Foster, that stated that “Digital Angel is no longer pursuing implant technology for humans, a spokesman for the company said yesterday,” http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=23268, (Foster, 2001).  Dr. Lawrence Webber of Digital Angel Corp. stated the company had no plans at that time for implant technology.  The company’s patented sensor technology was going to be used externally in the form of watches and pagers (Foster, 2001).  

            ADS had been developed for implantation in humans for monitoring a wearer’s location, pulse, blood-oxygen level and other vital bodily functions, but was instead placed in tiny sensors in externally wearable devices.  Webber’s comments were prompted by World Net Daily (WND) Thursday story that implied Digital Angel implants were going to be tested on humans (Foster, 2001).  The story also claimed such testing was to start Friday, June 15, 2001, (Foster, 2001).


Critics of the monitoring technology fear such a device for humans because it could be the fulfillment of biblical prophecy “mark of the beast,”http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=14913, (Foster, 2001). 

 Also look at http://fly.hiwaay.net/~pspoole/echelon.html, for discussion on Echelon.



And he (the beast), causes all, both small and 



great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark 

                        on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no



one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the



name of the beast, or the number of his name.



here is wisdom.  Let him who has understanding 



calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of 



a man:  His number is 666.  (Revelation 13:16-18).


The word mark comes from the Greek word, χάραγμα   charagma, khar’-ag-mah;

from the same as 5482; a scratch or etching, i.e. stamp (as a badge of servitude), or sculptured figure (statue): graven, mark (Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, word 5480).

See   U.S. Patent Office  for proof of what the Bible has stated over 2000 years ago is coming to existence today!!  



Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud 



Voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image,



and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand,



he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of



God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of 



His indignation.  And he shall be tormented with fire



and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and 



in the presence of the Lamb.   And the smoke of



their torment ascends forever and ever; and they



have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and



his image, and whoever receives the mark of his 



name.”   (Revelation 14:9-11)
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 Figure 9
THEN I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth,” (Revelation 16:1).

The Mark of the Beast

Transcribed from:  John C. Hagee Prophecy Study Bible, pg. 1584

His Number is 666


Few elements of the vision which John saw while on the island of Patmos have struck the public imagination with more force than has the mark of the beast (Rev. 13-18).  John saw a beast with two horns arise out of the earth which had power to perform great signs and compel people to worship a beast with seven heads and ten horns which had come out of the sea.  The beast from the earth caused each person to receive a mark on his forehead or right hand enabling him to buy or sell.  John explained that this mark identified the beast from the sea (cf. Rev. 15:2) by name or number:  “His number is 666” (Rev. 13:18).


The beast from the sea is the Antichrist and the beast from the earth the False Prophet, a world ruler who will control the world’s economy and enforce worship of the Antichrist after the Rapture of the Church.
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Figure 10
Some interpreters seek to identify the mark of the beast with devices of modern technology, and the number 666 with names of prominent individuals in the news.  These attempts have been numerous, but largely unsuccessful.  Others emphasize the symbolic nature of the number:  as 666, the number of man, falls short of 777, the number of perfection, so the Antichrist will be unable to counterfeit the power and character of God.  We can be sure that whatever the specific details of the mark and its number prove to be, the solution will be known at that time.

144,000 Sealed by God


John contrasts those who receive the mark of the beast with 144,000 servants of God who are sealed on their foreheads.  Those with the mark of the beast will suffer terrible divine judgments (Rev. 14:9-11) while those sealed by God will be protected from harm (Rev. 7:2-4).  The mark on the foreheads of the 144,000 will be made by “the seal of the living God” (Rev. 7:2) containing God’s name (Rev. 14:1) and indicating His very presence with them.

The Power of a Mark


John was not the first biblical writer to speak of marks on the forehead or hand for protection.  Ezekiel reports that God instructed certain men in Jerusalem to be marked on their foreheads; those so marked were spared judgment (Ezek. 9:4-6).  Similarly, the mark of Cain (Gen. 4:15) protected him from harm.  In order to avert the Angel of Death in Egypt, Moses instructed the Israelites to mark with blood the lintel and two doorposts of their houses (Ex. 12:7, 13), symbolically the “head” and “hands” of the doorway.  Later, Moses instructed the Israelites to bind the words of the Law on their hands and between their eyes as a sign (Deut. 6:8).  In this way, God’s law would always be “at hand” and “impressed on one’s mind” so as to enable Israel to “love the Lord your God with all your heart” (Deut. 6:5) and protect them from sin.
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Figure 11

These earlier markings help us to understand the terrible impact of the mark of the beast.  The choice facing the world in Revelation 13 is clear:  accept the protection of God, or the Antichrist.                              http://www.jhm.org/salvation-100.asp
Figure 12                        
                                                                      Figure 13
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The Kings of the East 

The attack on Israel: Ezekiel 38 & 39.   This is the beginning of Armageddon which comes in 3 parts. Who are the participants? Gog, Gomer, the house of Togarmah from the far North- Russia and the remainder of the Former Soviet Union; Persia- Iraq and Iran; Ethiopia- Africa, Libya- North African Countries, and The king of the South-Egypt , http://www.latter-rain.com/Israel/gene.htm  If you drew a line from Israel and went to the far North the country you would intersect is Russia.  Magog later became Scythia and the people from there are Scythians.  Scythian: A barbarous people north of the Black Sea, (ex. where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all, Collossians 3:11), (Lindsey, 2001). 

 Now you are wondering how and why Ethiopia/Africa would get involved in this.  Look at the News and you will see that Africa is becoming more and more Islamic.  Christians in the Sudan and other parts of Africa are being persecuted for their faith in Christ, and are being forced into SLAVERY.  Yes slavery is still going on in Africa in the country of Sudan.  The people who are Christians who refuse to accept Islam are being forced into slavery see

http://www.iabolish.com.  When the Islamic nations call a Holy war against Israel, all Islamic nations will join together against Israel, see http://www.islamreview.com/ and http://www.cbn.org/spirituallife/understandingislam/index.asp to get an understanding of Islam.  

 The Kings of the East, Revelation 16:12-16; Release of the 4 fallen angels at the river Euphrates, who will kill a third of mankind (Revelation 9:14).  These four Angels were prepared by God for a specific “hour and day and month and year.” By the way Angels are extraterrestrial beings (they are not terrestrial-from earth, but from the spirit world), (Lindsey, 2001).  

Revelation 9:16 “Now the number of the army of the horseman was two hundred million (and to make sure he had an exact count God told him), and I heard the number of them.  

How would a man from the 1st century (95 or 96 A.D.) describe technology in the 21st Century (2001 A.D.?) Just think about it they did not have electricity, motorized transportation( a horse was a luxury and a chariot was high tech), or a missile if God took him through time and showed him tanks, rocket launchers, rifles, and a Nuclear Explosion, how would he describe it.  He would have to compare it to the things of his time and describe it the best he could, in other words like this:

 Revelation 9:17 “And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had  breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone which came out of their mouth,” (Lindsey, 2001).

How would someone from the year 475 B.C. describe the effects of a nuclear explosion on the human body, well Zechariah stated:

 “And this shall be the plague with which the Lord will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, and their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths. Zechariah 14:12 see also verse 13- 21, (Lindsey, 2001).

The People Liberation Army (China), has 2 million active members, 1 million reserve military members and a population of over a billion people, you could get 200 million men from to fight in a war (Lindsey, 2001).   Russia created a fighter jet called the SU-37 to combat the new U.S. F-22 fighter jet, http://www.fas.org/man/dod-101/sys/ac/row/su-37.htm.  The Russians are stating that the SU-37 can fly faster and can out maneuver the F-22.  The SU-37 has technology stolen from the U.S. by spies built into it.  The Russians who are hurting for cash has sold this jet to China, as well as the rights to build the SU-37 within China.  The cash strapped Russians are selling other technologies to China.  The Russians has always been close to being equal or in some instances better than us in some weapon technology.  The Russians have a missile called the Sun Burn Anti-Ship Missile that was created to destroy Aircraft Carriers, http://www.fas.org/man/dod-101/sys/missile/row/moskit.htm . Now the Aircraft Carrier is the most heavily defended ship in the Fleet.  It has all kinds of high tech defenses to protect it from below the sea, at sea level and the sky, as well as a weapon that fires armor piercing 50 cal bullets at a rate of 1000 bullets or rounds a minute that is controlled by a computer and is computer guided. The Russians have sold this weapon to China http://www.heritage.org/library/categories/forpol/asc146.html.  The U.S. has the W-88 Nuclear warhead, our most advanced ballistic missile, http://www.fas.org/nuke/hew/Usa/Weapons/W88.html.  It miniaturizes the warheads of a nuclear ballistic missile, so it can carry more of them.  Remember the problem the U.S. had with stolen missile technology, well this was the missile stolen.  The Chinese knocked down a U.S. High technology plane by accident or by design.  Well that plane landed in China and the Chinese are looking over it to see how the technology on it works.  In the past the U.S. let China launch some of our Satellites into space.  The Chinese probably looked those over to better improve their Ballistic Missile technology, (Lindsey, 2001).        

Revelation 9:18, states that 1/3 of mankind will be killed by the fire the smoke and the brimstone that comes from the march of this army of 200 million.  Cover fire for this army will probably be nuclear missiles.  When there is a nuclear explosion, first you see a blinding light, you also have temperatures that equal or surpass the temperature of the sun for a fraction of a second.  You see the radioactive mushroom that is full of radioactive particles such as dust, rocks, and etc. At the same time you hear the powerful explosion of the bomb. 

 Think about it, Revelation 9:18 states:

By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed-by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths.  A nuclear explosion does this the fire- heat of the sun for a fraction of a second; the smoke- the mushroom cloud; and brimstone-molten earth that is superheated and thrown up in the air during a nuclear explosion, (Lindsey, 2001).  

Ezekiel 38 & 39 and Daniel 11 starting at verse 40 are linked and they tell the story of a future battle.  In Daniel 11: 41, The Glorious or Beautiful land is Israel. As a matter of fact this is what is written:    He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon (east of Israel).  Who is “he”, that is mentioned, the king of the North (Russia).  Daniel 11:42, states: He shall also stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape.  Again “he” is Russia, who will do this.  Verse 44, “But news from the east and the north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go out with great fury to destroy and annihilate many.  What news from the east is bothering him, look at Revelations 9:13-19 to confirm this answer.  It is the movement of the Kings of the east, China with its 200 million solders.  What is the news from the North that bothers him; it’s the European Union army with the antichrist, as its leader (Lindsey, 2001).  

Why does the antichrist move against Russia?  Because of Daniel 9:27, Then he shall confirm a covenant (treaty) with many for one week.  He has a peace treaty with Israel to protect it against any attackers or invaders.   The Russian leader is in Egypt when he hears of this news.  So you have to look from the north of where his position is at that time.  Egypt is in Africa, north of Africa is Europe.  The counter attack comes from Europe and China, (Lindsey, 2001).  What is the end result of Daniel 11:45, look to Ezekiel 39 and Joel 2:20, which states: “But I will remove far from you the northern army (also Ex 10:19 and Jeremiah 1:14-15), And will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, With his face toward the eastern sea, and his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, and his foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things”.
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Figure 15
Where is America in Prophecy?

The United States at this time will not be in power, Revelation 17:18 states:

        “And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings 

          of the earth.”

You have to look to Revelation 17: 1-17, to find out who the woman is among other things.

http://blueletterbible.org/Comm/john_brown/rev/chap17.html
Verse 9: Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on

                           which the woman sits.


[image: image15]
So what happens to the U.S.?  If you look in the Bible the powers of the end time is specified.  The U.S. is not mentioned in the bible, http://www.hallindseyoracle.com/ (Lindsey, 2001). 

 Dr. Jack Van Impe in his book Your Future, states that it is mentioned but it is under Judgment.     Tim LaHaye also states the U.S. is not mentioned in the end time, http://www.timlahaye.com/. Is the U.S. a nation founded on Christian principles finally judged by God for all the wickedness that was allowed in her borders, http://www.wallbuilders.com/resources/search/issues.php?  With great power comes great responsibility, Luke 12: 47-48.  Is the U.S. destroyed by some sneak attack by China/Russia, or is it destroyed by some economic collapse brought on by the Federal Reserve?  By the way the Federal Reserve is not controlled by the Federal (U.S.) government.  It is controlled by independent international financial bankers, (Lindsey).  The government chooses who goes in the Reserve as the Chairman.  This Chairman goes before Congress and to testify or answer questions, but the U.S. government cannot make Allen Greenspan drop the interest rates, (Lindsey).


Dr. Jack Van Impe stated the following in his book Your Future: An A-Z Index To Prophecy:



There are a number of chapters within God’s Word that seem to picture the USA.  

         
No other nation throughout history can so convincingly fulfill all of the requirements of 

            the texts.  America is certainly included in the judgments upon all nations (Ezekiel                        39:21).  America also seems to be the political Babylon of Revelation 18.  God’s

Word mentions three Babylons:  a city (Genesis 11), a church (Revelation 17), and a


 Country (Revelation 18).  Don’t confuse the three.  


    
 Isaiah, Jeremiah, and John describe this country:   

                        Isaiah 18:1, 2-America’s emblem, with outstretched wings; beyond the sea from                Israel; a nation, scattered and peeled, meaning spread out and cultured;   Measured or                  staked out and polluted in its waterways.



Jeremiah 50 – Here she is called the heritage of the Lord and faces judgment

 
because of her backsliding (vs. 11).  A nation of mingled people (vs. 37); a nation


whose coexisting “mother” (England) is confounded at the hour of her decline 


(vs. 12).



Jeremiah 51 – In this text America is bordered by the world’s two largest oceans


and possesses its longest river (vs. 13); her wealth plagues the nations to jealousy


(vs. 7); her space exploits are fantastic (vs. 53).



John pictures two Babylons in Revelation.  One is a world religion (chapter 17),


the other an internationally respected nation (vs. 3); laden with sin (vs. 5), with a 


superabundance of material goods producing idleness and sin (vs. 7).



America today is surely laden with iniquity with its drunkenness, drug addiction,


Tobacco, gambling, prostitution, homosexuality, smut peddlers, immorality, abortions,


mercy killers, murderers, robbers, and looters.  There is specific judgment administered


against Babylon, identified as America.  A sneak attack is predicted in Jeremiah 50:24

and in one hour Babylon is destroyed (Revelation 18:10).  Some biblical scholars


believe that Russia starts the sneak nuclear attack against the USA, crippling her, and then


against Israel (Ezekiel 39:2).  Whatever the alignment of events, it is clear that both


nations fall, Christ returns, and world peace begins, (pg 9-10).

We need to get our house in order and be sure that Jesus is our Lord and we are saved.  Salvation only comes with confession with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believes in your heart that God raised him from the dead, YOU WILL BE SAVED, ROMANS 10:9-13.  You cannot be saved by doing good works, or believing in anybody other than JESUS CHRIST.  

http://www.foi.org/prevarts.htm
http://www.jvim.com/cgi-bin/FAQ.cgi
http://www.jvim.com/cgi-bin/FAQ.cgi?Subject01
http://www.jvim.com/illstrat.html
http://www.jvim.com/invasion.html
http://www.jvim.com/timeline.html
http://www.jvim.com/revelations/
http://www.fas.org/nuke/hew/index.html 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/help.html#2
http://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don/don_faq2.html
http://christiananswers.net/home.html
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Figure 16

THE PLAN OF SALVATION
http://www.jhm.org/salvation-100.asp
1.   No one is good enough.
      “There is no one righteous, not even one;” Romans 3:10

2.   You are a sinner.
      “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Romans 3:23

3.   God loves us, even though we are sinners.

      “But God demonstrates His love for us, in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for               us.” Romans 5:8
4.  The provision-God’s gift.
     “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”                Romans 6:23

     “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the 
       Gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9
5.   There must be repentance of sin (turning away from sin).
     “Repent and believe the Good News!”  Mark 1:15
6.  The required action - believe and confess.
     “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God               raised him from the dead, YOU WILL BE SAVED.  For it is with your heart that you

       Believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” 

       Romans 10:9-10
7.   The result-salvation.
     “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord WILL BE SAVED.” ROMANS 10:13

     “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men        by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12

A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE
Dear Lord, I know I have sinned and done wrong.  I am willing to turn away from those sins and do whatever you ask me to do.  I know that you died on the cross for me and I know that you were raised from the dead.  I ask you to come into my life today and take control.  Please forgive me of my sins and help me turn completely toward you.  I receive you as my Lord and Savior right now.  If I died today, I know I would go to heaven to be with you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


WHAT DO I DO NEXT?
Now that you’ve accepted Christ as your own personal Savior, you need to...

BE ASSURED OF YOUR SALVATION
“These things I have written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that you may 

  know you have eternal life, and that you may believe on the name of the Son of God.”

  1 John 5:13

BE BAPTIZED

“Repent and be baptized every one of you.” Acts 2:38 (It is not meant as an option, it is a

 command)

GET TO KNOW GOD
· Read your Bible- II Timothy 2:15
                    “Study to show yourself approved unto God”

· Devote yourself to prayer- Colossians 4:2
                     “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful

                       and thankful.”

· Attend church- Hebrews 10:24-25

                      “And let us consider how we are to spur one another on toward good deeds.

                        Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us

                        encourage one another...”

FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS
· “Bad company corrupts good moral.” 1 Corinthians 15:33
·   Choose new friends who are Christians.

SHARE ABOUT THE LORD WITH OTHERS
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.”  Psalms 107:2
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GLOSSARY

Antichrist, The: an opponent of the Messiah

Strong’s Concordance Greek word 500, page 13.


άντίχριστος  antchristŏs, an-tee’-khris-tos: from 473 [άντί  anti, an-tee’; a prim. Particle; opposite, i.e. instead or because of (rarely in addition to): for, in the room of.  Often used in composition to denote contrast, requital, substitution, correspondence, etc.] and 5547[χριστός Christǒ, khris-tos’; from 5548 {χρίω  chriō, khree’-o; prob. Akin to 5530 through the idea of contact; to smear or rub with oil, i.e. (by impl.) to consecrate to an office or religious service:--anoint.}; anointed, i.e. the Messiah, an epithet of Jesus: Christ.].

(Excerpt from Your Future, Jack Van Impe, and page 12).

Before Christ returns to set up His kingdom of peace, Satan will enter a man’s body and present his counterfeit, the Antichrist, as the Messiah.  This internationally deified dictator will inaugurate a world peace program which holds the world spellbound for 42 months, or three and one-half years.  When the world believes utopia has arrived, the bottom falls out.  In the middle of the seven-year period of Tribulation, the Antichrist breaks all of his pledges and destroys his contractual obligations with Israel (Daniel 9:26).  He will meet his Waterloo when he is cast into the Lake of Fire with the False Prophet after Jesus Christ conquers him at Armageddon (Revelation 19:20).

Other names attributed to Antichrist:

Little horn (Daniel 7:8).  The “little horn” arises out of the fourth beast which represents Rome.  It is likely that Antichrist will rise out of the revived Roman Empire.  This term is also used of Antiochus Epiphanes in Daniel 8:9.

King of fierce countenance (Daniel 8:23).  Antichrist will be a cruel ruler, trampling men under foot without fear of God.  He is also called the willful king (Daniel 11:36).

The prince that shall come (Daniel 9:26).  The people of the coming prince are the ones who will destroy the city and the sanctuary.  The Romans destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D. under Titus, seeming to identify the Antichrist as a Roman head of the revived Roman Empire.

That man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  The Antichrist is a lawless individual, the very embodiment of sin.

The son of perdition (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  Not only does the Antichrist seek the destruction of others, but it is his own destiny.  He is devoted to perdition for others, yet cannot escape it himself.

That wicked one (2 Thessalonians 2:8).  Wicked is simply another form of the above mentioned title, “the man of sin.” It is his proper name.

The beast...out of the Sea (Revelation 13:1).  This name describes both his character and his origin.  He is a beast of prey like the one who empowers him (1 Peter 5:8). The sea is thought to be the sea of troubled nations (Isaiah 57:20).

Antichrist, Spirit of   An excerpt from Your Future, Jack Van Impe, page 13.


Denial of Jesus Christ is the principle motivating all the antichrists throughout history (1 John 4:3; 2 John 7).  This spirit of Antichrist is even now already at work in the world and will culminate in the Antichrist being revealed during the Tribulation (1 John 2:18).

In his book Things to Come, Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost explains the relation of Antichrist to the two beasts:

The word “antichrist” appears only in the Epistles of John.  It is used in 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3, and 2 John 7. A study of these references will reveal that John is principally concerned with an immediate doctrinal error – the denial of the person of Christ.  The emphasis is not on a future revelation of an individual, but rather on the present manifestation of false doctrine.  To John, Antichrist was already present.  The question arises then as to the relation between the “antichrist” of John’s epistle and the Beasts of Revelation.

The prefix anti may be used either in the sense of “instead of” or “against.” Aldrich correctly observes: “The solution of the problem of the identification of Antichrist would seem to depend upon whether light can be thrown on the question of whether he is primarily the great enemy of Christ or whether he is a false Christ.”

That these possibilities exist is substantiated by Thayer, who says that the preposition has two primary usages: first, over against or opposite to; and second, indicating an exchange.  Trench observes:  “To me St. John’s words seem decisive that resistance to Christ, and defiance of Him, this, and not any treacherous assumption of his character of offices, is the essential mark of the Anti-christ [sic]; is that which, therefore, we should expect to find embodied in his name...and in this sense, if not all, yet many of the Fathers have understood the word.”

The word antichrist seems to be contrasted with “false Christ” in Scripture.  This word is used in Matthew 24:24 and Mark 13:22.  On the contrast between the words the same author says: “The [Pseudochristos, false Christ] does not deny the being of a Christ; on the contrary, he builds on the world’s expectations of such a person; only he appropriates these to himself, blasphemously affirms that he is the foretold One, in whom God’s promises and men’s expectations are fulfilled...”

The distinction, then, is plain...[antichristos, antichrist] denies that there is a Christ;...{pseudochristos, false Christ] affirms himself to be Christ.

It would seem that John has the idea of opposition in mind rather than the idea of exchange.  This idea of direct opposition to Christ seems to be the particular characterization of the first beast, for he sets his kingdom against the kingdom of the Son of God. If the Antichrist must be identified with one of the two beasts, it would seem to be identified with the first.  It may be, however, that John is not referring to either of the two beasts, but rather to the lawless system that will characterize them (2 Thessalonians 2:7).  Since he is emphasizing the danger of a present doctrinal defection, he is reminding them that such teaching is the teaching of the antichrist philosophy of Satan that Paul held was already working (2 Thessalonians 2:7).

Armageddon:  Scene of the last great battle of time.


Strong’s Concordance Greek word 717.



Άρμαγεδδών   Armagěddōn, ar-mag-ed-dohn’, Armageddon (or Har-




 Megiddon), a symbol. Name:--Armageddon.

Strong’s Concordance Hebrew word 2022 and 4023



יבּ          har, har; a short  form of 2042 {חָרָר hârâr, haw-rawr’; from an unused




  root mean, to loom up; a mountain: hill, mount (-ain).}; a mountain




  or range of hills.



 ןוֹךּכְוגִ
Me giddôwn (Zech. 12:11), meg-id-dōne’; or



 כְןגִלּן
Me giddôwn , meg-id-do’; from 1413; rendezvous;  Megiddon or 


     
Megiddo, a place in Pal.:--Megiddo, Megiddon.
 This is the closing battle of three and one-half years of skirmish in the Middle East,          (Van Impe, 1994).  It begins with Russia’s invasion of Israel after the peace contract of                Daniel 9:27 is broken (Ezekiel 38:15, 16).  Additional participants include the kings under           the Antichrist from the West (Daniel 7:24; Revelation 13:1), kings of the East under                    China (Daniel 11:44; Revelation 16:12), and kings of the south, involving much of Africa           (Daniel 11:11).

 Miracles performed through satanic power will convince the leaders of the earth, who are subservient to the Antichrist, to move all of their military might to the Middle East to do battle with Christ at His return to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Revelation 16:14).  

  They will not be disappointed:  Christ will come.  The Battle of Armageddon climaxes the campaign as the Lord and His armies appear from heaven.  The armies of earth will march to their doom, expecting to destroy the Christ they have rejected (Joel 3:9-14; Psalm 2:2, 3; Revelation 19:11-21).  Christ, the living Word of God returns, riding on a white horse.  His eyes are a flame of fire and his vesture dipped in blood bears the name, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Followed by the armies of heaven, He will smite the nations and cause the Beast and the False Prophet to be cast into the Lake of Fire.

   It will be the bloodiest battle in the history of the world.  Militarists from the four corners of the earth will battle Almighty God and the hosts of heaven (Psalm 2:2; Isaiah 34:2; Zechariah 14:3; Revelation 9:16) will engage in the earth’s greatest power struggle.  So great will be the destruction resulting that the blood will reach to the horse’s bridles for 200 miles and it will require mankind seven months to bury the dead (Revelation 14:20; Ezekiel 39:12).

Bodies, Glorified and Natural

Excerpt from Your Future Dr. Jack Van Impe page 23-24

Glorified


The risen Savior had a glorified (resurrection) body of flesh and bones, one that could be seen, touched, and fed.  Glorified bodies will have the same supernatural qualities as Christ’s had (passing through walls, instantaneous travel) (Luke 24:36-51; 1 John 3:2).  The only way to obtain a glorified body is through resurrection and rapture.


When a believer dies, his spirit and soul go into the presence of God, but his body goes into the grave (2 Corinthians 5:8).  His soul, absent from the body, is with Christ until the great day when body, soul, and spirit are reunited at the coming of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4:16- 18).  Christ will bring the souls and spirits of the dead in Christ with Him (vs. 14) to be reunited with their vacated bodies when He returns at the Rapture.  All believers, first the dead, then the living, will join Him bodily in the clouds.  The bodies, dead and living, that rise for this reunion will be transformed to be like Jesus’ body (1 John 3:2; Psalm 17:15; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54; Phillippians 3:20, 21).  Even though many may have completely disintegrated to basic chemical makeup, god is able to restore (He created Adam from dust.  Science tells us that matter never completely disappears, only changes form):

Naturalhttp://www.cchem.berkeley.edu/~chem130a/sauer/outline/firstlaw.html#physical.


Our natural bodies are essentially the same as when God created Adam and Eve in Eden but they are fatally altered because of Adam’s fall.  Mankind was meant to eternally fellowship with and glorify Him who created us for that purpose.  However, Adam’s sin brought death to our natural bodies as well as spiritual death to our souls. Our bodies deteriorate as they age and eventually die by disease, accident, or just wearing out.


True to the term, Saviour, Jesus Christ rescued us, body and soul, by His death, burial, and resurrection.

1. Our souls can be “born again” (John 3:3, 5,7; 1Corinthians 15:20-23) and continue to fellowship with Him as our physical, temporal bodies become temples of the Holy Spirit here on earth (1 Corinthians 6:19; Revelation 3:20).

2. Our bodies will be “changed,” like unto His resurrected body because He took upon himself the penalty of our sins (death and separation from God), and died and rose again to be the “first-fruits” (1Corinthians 15:20-23; 2 Corinthians 5:19) (see also Romans 8:23).

The saints who return with Jesus for Armageddon will have their glorified bodies while

those who will have survived the Tribulation and have not been condemned in the judgment of the nations (Matthew 25:31-46) are allowed to enter the Millennium in their mortal bodies.


When souls in Hades are resurrected after the Millennium for the Day of Judgment, they are reunited with their bodies that will suffer physically in the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:11-15).  Yet, they don’t die and aren’t consumed as the “worm dieth not.” What kind of bodies are these resurrection bodies?  They surely have special enduring qualities that natural bodies do not have.  These bodies can’t die because they are “equal to the angels”...apparently all resurrection bodies are not glorified bodies (Daniel 12:2; John 5:28, 29; Revelation 20:13; Luke 20:36).


Perhaps people who choose for Christ after the Millennium, have some kind of enduring bodies because they ate of the leaves of the trees from the New Jerusalem and therefore their bodies endure forever.  After the Millennium, in eternity, the redeemed will continue to inhabit the New Jerusalem in their heavenly bodies.  Those with earthly bodies (who were saved for and in the millennial hour) enter the eternal state with their natural bodies.  These bodies also will be eternally preserved through partaking of the leaves of the trees of life that grow for the healing (health) of the nations (Revelation 22:2, 14).  They will live on earth, in and under the light of the Holy City (Revelation 21:24).  Their condition will be like that of Adam and Eve before they sinned.

Great White Throne Judgment


This judgment includes all the wicked of all time, resurrected for this hour (John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15; 1 Corinthians 16:22, 24).  The Lord Jesus Christ sits on a throne (Romans 2:16; John 6:27; Acts 17:31) and the books were opened.  The list of sins judged are found in Revelation 21:8; 22:15; Romans 1:24-32; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; and Galatians 5:19-21, plus many others named throughout Scripture (see Sin).


At the final judgment, it is forever too late to repent.  Judgment for breaking God’s laws must now be administered according to the individual’s wicked works (Revelation 20:12).  However, I insert this word of hope, (Van Impe, 1994).


Now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2).  God loves sinners and will save all who seek His remedy-salvation through Jesus.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world through him might be saved (John 3:17).  That’s why God, after listing ten of the vilest of sins in 1 Corinthians 6:9&10, adds this word of comfort in verse 11, And such were some of you: But you are washed.  How can you be washed?  How can you be washed from every sin that would bring you into judgment? The Holy Spirit answers that question in Revelation 1:5 by saying, Unto Christ, who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood....


So you have a choice. Judge your own sin now, confess your sin to God, and ask Christ to cleanse and save you.  When this is done, Judgment Day is canceled because; There is therefore now no condemnation [judgment] to them which are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).  However, he that believeth not is judged (John 3:18).

Lake of Fire

The final place of punishment and torment for all whose who reject Christ (Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14, 15).  Those consigned there are all whose names are not in the Book of life (Revelation 20:15), along with worshipers of Antichrist (Revelation 14:9, 10), as well as the Antichrist and the False Prophet (Revelation 19:20), the devil (Revelation 20:10; Matthew 24:42), and the devil’s angels (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 19:20; 20:10).  They are all forever separated from God (2 Thessalonians 1:9).
The Lake of Fire is described in Scripture as a place “where their worm dieth not” (Mark 9:44), “as a place of outer darkness” (Matthew 8:12), as a place of “everlasting fire” (Matthew 18:8), where the smoke of their torment ascendeth (Revelation 14:11), and where the second death occurs (eternal separation from God) (Revelation 20:14) in fire and brimstone (Revelation 21:8).

Day of the Lord

The Day of the Lord begins as the Tribulation period commences.  It continues through the 1,000 year reign of Christ because the destruction of the world by fire afterward is still called the Day of the Lord (2 Peter 3:10).  Some try to make this the Rapture causing confusion.  It begins immediately after the Rapture.  This is the reason that the Day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:2).

Dispensationalism

 A system of theology that, among other things, recognize three basic tenets:

 1. There is a theological distinction between Israel and the Church

 2.  Scripture is to be interpreted consistently by the literal method unless the text itself mentions a figurative or symbolic interpretation.

 3. The underlying purpose of God in the world is His glory.

 One can be a Dispensationalist and hold differing views concerning the number of dispensations, but the following tenets are believed by all Dispensationalists.  

Dispensations


Divisions of time in which mankind responds to a specific revelation of the will of God.  I believe in a literal, dispensational interpretation of God’s Word “rightly dividing” it (2 Timothy 2:15), (Van Impe, 1994).  There are seven dispensations:


1.  Innocence – Creation to the fall (Genesis 1:27; 3:24)


2.  Conscience – Beginning of civilization to the Flood (Genesis 4:1; 8:14)


3.  Human Government – Exit from the Ark to the Tower of Babel (Genesis 8:15; 11:32)


4.  Promise – Call of Abraham to Egyptian bondage (Genesis 12:1; Exodus 19:2)


5.  Law – Ten Commandments to the end of the Gospels (Exodus 19:3; Acts 1)


6.  Grace – Pentecost to end of the Tribulation (Acts 2; Revelation 19:21)


7.  Millennium (Kingdom) – Imprisonment of Satan to the Great White Throne                                  (Revelation 20:1; 22:7)

Holy Spirit

This person of the holy Trinity, also called “the Comforter” by Jesus Christ (John 16:7, 8), came to dwell in believers when Jesus returned to heaven.  It is evident that the work of the Holy Spirit is that of conviction and restraint concerning sin in those whose bodies He indwells (1 Corinthians 6:19), (Van Impe, 1994).
He always glorifies Christ.  Believers have a purifying effect upon the world (Matthew 5:13, 14).  No wonder the world is so wicked during the Tribulation-the believers are gone in the Rapture and the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit with them (Thessalonians 2:1-8).  This must not be interpreted to mean that the Holy Spirit is no longer omnipresent, nor operative during the Tribulation Hour, (Van Impe, 1994).  At this time He will work in and through men as He did in Old Testament times His particular ministries to the believer in this present age are: baptism into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12, 13), indwelling (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20), sealing (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30), and filling (Ephesians 5:18), (Van Impe, 1994).  During the Tribulation period He will return to working as He did in Old Testament times and will anoint the 144,000 Jewish evangelist for service (Revelation 7:2,3; Joel 2:28,29), (Van Impe, 1994).

He is the restrainer (2 Timothy 2:7, 8).

1.  As the wicked one is a personality with operations in the spiritual realm, so is the Holy Spirit and therefore able to hold Antichrist in check until the time for his revealing, (Van Impe, 1994).

2.  The restrainer must be a member of the Godhead, stronger than the man of sin and Satan who energizes him.  In order to restrain evil down through the ages, He must be eternal, (Van Impe, 1994).

3.  The Church Age began with the Spirit’s baptism at Pentecost and will close with a reversal of Pentecost...the removal of the indwelling Spirit by the Rapture (catching away) of those He indwells, the believers.  This does not mean that He will not be operative on earth during the Tribulation...only that He will no longer be resident in believers, (Van Impe, 1994).

Daniel’s Vision Of Seventy Weeks (an Excerpt from You Future by Dr. Van Impe, page 41-42)

Skeptics dislike the Prophet Daniel. His outline of the future is too accurate.  By interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as a young man, he gave us what has come to be known as the “ABC’s of Prophecy”.  

Near the end of his life, Daniel was visited by the angel Gabriel and he was given a timetable of coming events that would especially affect Israel.  This is known as the Vision of Seventy Weeks.  It may well be that this vision is the backbone of prophecy.  In this vision Daniel saw the major world empires represented by four beasts (Daniel 7).

The first beast was like a lion, and it had eagle’s wings (7:4).

The second beast was like a bear that raised itself on one side having three ribs in its mouth (7:5).

The third was like a leopard, having four wings and four heads (7:6).

The fourth was described as dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly.  It had ten horns and after a time another little horn grew and plucked up three of the other horns by the roots.  The little horn had eyes like a man and a mouth speaking great things (7:7, 8).

What do these four beasts signify?  Currently, the lion with eagle’s wings could be the British Empire and the United States.  The bear could be Russia and the leopard symbolizes the African nations, since that area is the leopard’s natural home.  The fourth beast, exceedingly strong, could be the revived Roman Empire.

Historically, students of Bible prophecy have seen the vision as a further development of the preview given in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream...the context demands it.

The lion represents Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian empire.

The bear is the Medo-Persian Empire that followed.  It was raised on one side because the Persians were stronger than the Medes.  The three ribs indicate their conquests.

The leopard, with four wings and four heads, was a picture of the Grecian Empire.  Alexander the Great died and his empire was divided between his four generals.

The fourth beast, described as dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly represents the Roman Empire.

The prophet is fascinated by the ten horns, which correspond to the ten toes on the image and especially by the little horn that rises later, portraying a powerful leader in the end time (Daniel 7:24, 25).

This mathematical revelation gave the Jews the exact time to expect the coming of their Messiah.  It also prophesied His death and foretold the coming destruction of Jerusalem following His crucifixion, as well as the rise of the Antichrist and the establishment of Christ’s coming kingdom on earth (Daniel 9:24-27).

The seventy weeks are weeks of years (70 x 7 = 490).  This period of time is divided into three sections.  The first division comprised seven weeks or a period of 49 years and had to do with the rebuilding of Jerusalem (Daniel 9:25).  The second division of 62 weeks, or 434 years, signaled the time of Christ’s death after the rebuilding of Jerusalem.  Christ came on schedule and was rejected (cut off, vs. 26) resulting in the Crucifixion.  Now Israel must pay the price for rejecting her King.  So a final week is coming when the Antichrist will confirm his peace covenant for one week, or seven years (vs. 27).  This harmonizes with the calculations of the second half of the Tribulation Hour described as a period of “forty two months” (Revelation 11:2) or 1,260 days (Revelation 11:3), when the Antichrist breaks all of his pledges to Israel and an era of unthinkable persecution breaks out for the Jews especially.  Between the weeks 69 and 70 is a parenthesis, unseen in Old Testament prophecy, which applies to the present age.

(Example from Tim LaHaye & Thomas Ice version of Daniel 70 Weeks – Charting The End Times page 89-90)

69 x 7 x 360 = 173,880 days

March 5, 444 B.C. + 173,880 = March 30, A.D. 33

Verification

444 B.C. to A.D. 33 = 476 years

476 years x 365.2421989 days =                             173,855 days

+ days between March 5 and March 30 =                         25 days

                             Total =                                       173,880 days


Rationale for 360-Day Years


½ week—Daniel 9:27

Time, times, and half a time—Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 12:14

1260 days—Revelation 11:3; 12:6


42 months—Revelation 11:2; 13:5


Thus: 42 months = 1260 days = time, times, half a time = ½ week

         
Therefore: month = 30 days; year = 360 days*

* (Harold Hoebner, Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ (Grand Rapids: Zodnervan, 1977), p. 139.

Jacob’s Trouble (Excerpt from “Your Future” by Dr. Jack Van Impe, page 71)


Jacob is Israel (Jeremiah 30:7; Romans 11:26).  This period of time is also called “Daniel’s Seventieth Week” (Daniel 9).  In history, the first 69 weeks involve Israel (9:24) and it follows that the seventieth or final week must also involve Israel.  Chapter 30 and 31 of Jeremiah summarize Israel’s endurance in the hour of Tribulation.  All Old Testament prophets affirm this truth.  In Ezekiel 38, 39, seventeen different passages mark Israel as the victim of Gog and Magog’s deadliest war.


Jacob’s trouble is so named because of Jeremiah’s prophecy:  Alas, for that day is great so that none is like it; it is even the Time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7).  He was speaking of the seven-year period known as the Tribulation.  With the removal of the Church, earth plunges into its most horrendous hour (Matthew 24:21), see Daniel’s Seventieth week, and Tribulation.

Jerusalem    (Excerpt from “Your Future” by Dr. Jack Van Impe, page 71-73)


Although its history is one of war and destruction, Jerusalem means “city of peace” or “foundation of peace.”


From the siege of David in 1000 B.C. to the Six Day War of 1967, the sounds of battle have been heard as this city has experienced 46 sieges and 32 partial destructions.  It has been burned to the ground five times, always rising from the ashes.  In the past 25 years, it has been the scene of four wars.  It is the site of the most volatile political, religious, and military problems in the entire world.


The Jewish cry for peace in Jerusalem is sincere, finding its roots in the promise given through Moses (Leviticus 26:6).  Jerusalem will finally become the city of peace and capital of the world when Christ, who is our peace, returns (Isaiah 9:6).


Having a history of 4,000 years, Jerusalem was first mentioned in Scripture in Genesis 14:18 when Melchizedek was king over the city of Salem.  Later, it was called Jebus, named for the third son of Cannan, as it was the dwelling place of the Jebusites (Judges 19:10, 11; 

1 Chronicles 11:4, 5).


When David took the city, the fortress was on a hill called Zion, another name given Jerusalem.  Somehow, later, Jeru was added to Salem...perhaps a combination of Jebus, changed to Jeru, and Salem.


Since B.C. 400, Jerusalem has passed from one Gentile power to another.  From 70 A.D. alone, the transition of power went from the Roman conquerors to the Persians in 614; to Caliph Omar in 637; to the Crusaders in 1099; to Salidan in 1187; to the Egyptian Mamalukes in 1250; the Turks in 1517; the British in 1917, and finally, in 1967, the Jews captured Jerusalem.


In Luke 21:24-28, Jesus said the Jews would be scattered throughout the world and the city of Jerusalem would be controlled by Gentile powers until the time of His return.  In 1967, after the Six Day War was won, the Jews took control of Jerusalem for the first time in over 2,000 years.


A peace settlement in the Middle East is one of the most important events predicted for the end time.  The signing of this treaty will start the final countdown of 2,520 days leading to Armageddon.  The key issue in negotiations will be the city of Jerusalem itself, which Israel prizes more than any other possession (Psalm 137:5, 6).  Undoubtedly a strong attempt will be made to make Jerusalem an international city with free access for Jews, Christians, and Muslims (the Temple area will also be internationalized).  Jerusalem will keep center stage as this Temple becomes the scene of the Abomination of Desolation, the ultimate in desecration as the Image of the Beast is used to carry forth a diabolical plot from this holy place (Revelation 13:13-18).


Jerusalem is where the Lord touches down at His Second Coming to earth (Zechariah 14:4) and where He establishes His headquarters (Micah 4:1; Isaiah 2:3).  The gates of Jerusalem will open to welcome the coming King (Psalm 24).  During the Millennium, multitudes will come from the uttermost parts of the earth to visit the Holy City (Isaiah 2:2, 3).

Jerusalem, New     (Excerpt from “Your Future” by Dr. Jack Van Impe, page 73)


Two Jerusalem’s are mentioned in Scripture (Galatians 44:25, 26; Hebrews 12:22).  One is the earthly home of the believers during the millennial period.  The other is heavenly – the New Jerusalem, or celestial city, which hovers over the earth eternally.  


Christ has been preparing this new Jerusalem for 2,000 years (John 14:2).  This magnificent masterpiece descending toward earth reminds one of the elegant beauty of a bride on her wedding day (Revelation 21:2).  Verses
9-27 present a glowing description of the city.


The Almighty will handle global operations from this satellite city.  The redeemed in glorified bodies will live there and travel back and forth to earth from their city in space in a moment of time.  Resurrection and rapture are the only ways to obtain glorified bodies.  Those with bodies of flesh, who were born during the Millennium, enter the eternal state with natural bodies and live on earth in and under the light of the Holy City (Revelation 21:24).

Jesus Christ, Lord (Excerpt from “Your Future” by Dr. Jack Van Impe, page 73-75)

In eternity past, Jesus Christ was pre-existent as part of the holy Trinity (Psalm 90:2) and He was there at the creation of the world, taking and active part (John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:1; Revelation 4:10, 11).

Jesus Christ appears in prophecy as early as Genesis 3:15 and continues on through the Old Testament accounts in types and angelic appearances until He comes in the flesh as recorded in the New Testament (born to the virgin, Mary, in Bethlehem, Luke 12; Matthew 1).

The Book of Revelation concerns the unveiling or appearing of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). This appearing takes place at the Rapture (4:1), as well as at the hour of His return to earth when every eye shall see Him (1:7; 19:11).  He is referred to symbolically as the Lion of Judah, the Lamb of God, the Alpha and Omega, and the Light of the World, among many other names descriptive of His personage and mission.  Five times He is called “the only begotten” son of God, referring  to His incarnation.  Yet, He has no beginning as He is from old, from everlasting and as part of the Trinity, one with the everlasting Father (Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6).  

He is also called “first begotten” or “firstborn” five times, referring to His resurrection, even though others such as Lazarus were raised first.  Others, raised from death to physical life, eventually died a second time.  Christ was raised from the dead to immortality (Acts 26:23; 1 Timothy 6:16; Romans 8:29...never to die again...hence the first begotten.  

Christ’s three-fold work on our behalf is described in Revelation 1:5, 6.

1.  He loves us forever (John 13:1; Romans 8:37-39)

2.  He washed us from our sins in His own precious blood (Titus 3:5)

3.  He made us kings and priests unto God His Father (Revelation 1:6)

He fulfilled prophecy at His coming.  His life is a matter of historical record and His Second Coming is described in detail in both testaments.

He uses the title, “I am,” which is a verb indicating being, not becoming.  He said, Before Abraham was, I AM (John 8:58; Colossians 1:16). He controls all things (Hebrews 1:3) and He will consummate all things as well (Ephesians 1:10).

Christ’s Second Coming is in two phases.  The first part is when He comes for His own.  The second part is when He comes with His own to conquer at Armageddon and to set up His kingdom where He will reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:11-16).

He is described in the first chapter of the Book of Revelation as having white hair, depicting antiquity; as having brazen feet, depicting judgment.  The sight of Jesus Christ glorified is so breathtaking, that John, who laid his head upon Jesus at the Last Supper, not falls prostrate at His feet.

He is the One that liveth (resurrection), was dead (crucifixion), and who cries, Behold, I am alive forevermore (resurrection and ascension), Amen (vs. 18).  He also holds the keys of hell and of death.  Because of this, Christians need not fear.  Not only has He delivered us from the fear of death, but from the fear of hell (Hebrews 2:14, 15).

Because of this, He is the only One worthy to open the book (Revelation 5:5, 9).  Christ, as the Lamb of God (John 1:29), earned the right by redemption to open the seals on the book (the title deed to the earth) beginning the work of judgment in the Tribulation.

Christ is the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David.  Since Judah is the leading tribe of Israel and a lion is the king of beast, Christ is thus pictured when He comes as Israel’s king (Revelation 19:16).  It is at the same moment that the Lord God gives unto Him the throne of His father, David (Luke 1:32; Isaiah 9:6, 7).  He will reign from this throne in Jerusalem during the Millennium and the government shall be upon His shoulders.

After the Millennium, the tender, loving Jesus becomes the judge who sits upon the Great White Throne and from whose face the earth and heaven flee away.  This is the final judgment, as unregenerate mankind comes face-to-face with a Holy God (Revelation 20:11-15).

The Lord Jesus Christ is central to the Holy City.  There is no need of a temple as the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb has chosen to dwell with His people (31:3) and there is no need of the sun to shine.  Jesus, the light of the world (John 8:12), in all His radiant splendor and glory shines forth so magnificently that darkness becomes an impossibility.  No wonder there will be no night there (Revelation 21:25, 22:5).

Martyrs, Tribulation (An excerpt from Your Future, Jack Van Impe, pg. 89-90)

During the Tribulation, a mighty revival will result when 144,000 Jewish evangelists cover the earth with their testimony of faith in Christ.  Multitudes will be saved from all nations.  The reaction of the world dictator, Antichrist, to those who publicly proclaim the end of his reign and announce the coming kingdom of Christ will be an angry explosion of persecution.  Millions will be martyred, sealing their testimonies with blood.

These persecuted saints are not part of the Church, the body of Christ, the Bride of the Saviour already in glory (Revelation 44:1).  Revelation 6:9 finds their souls under the altar.  In the Old Testament, the altar always referred to the place where blood had been sacrificed.  Souls will be saved during the Tribulation Hour the same way souls are saved today...through the precious shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Because the believers of the Tribulation Hour proclaim Christ crucified, they lose their lives for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

The spirits of the martyred Tribulation saints cry.  They also wear white robes.  Sprits cannot cry or wear white robes, so apparently the spirit has a temporary covering (2 Corinthians 5:1).  We may not understand everything about the spirit world, but one thing is certain, being in spirit form does not mean unconsciousness.  Spirits move, talk, cry, and even wear white robes!

Their cry is one of vengeance for blood.  They are not under grace as martyred Stephen was (Acts 7:60).  This is a different dispensation, the fulfillment of the hour that David spoke of (Psalm 9:12).

There will be a 75-day interval between Christ’s return and the Millennium (Daniel 12:11, 12).  One of the  events that takes place during this time is the resurrection of the Old Testament saints and the Tribulation saints (Job 19:25, 26; Isaiah 25:8; 26:29; Daniel 12:2; Revelation 11:16-18; 20:4, 5) so they might be rewarded, as well as be participants in the Millennium on earth (Daniel 12:2).  They are also guests at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  During the Millennium, the Tribulation martyrs will reign with Christ and the Bride {the Church} (Revelation 20:6).

Millennium (An excerpt from Your Future, Jack Van Impe, pg. 92-94)

Millennium means 1,000 years and refers to the kingdom of Christ on earth.  This era, foretold by all the prophets, will be a time of peace among people and nations.  War will be but a relic of the past.  Jerusalem, known for war, bloodshed, and international tensions, will at last become the city of peace and the capitol of the world.  The Prince of Peace will rule from David’s throne and the promises given to Mary concerning Jesus will be fulfilled (Luke 1:32, 33; Isaiah 9:6, 7).

Peace will come to Israel and to the world.  But it will not come through military might or treaties.  Christ will come to bring peace.  When the governments of earth have finally fallen, the Messiah of Israel, the Saviour of men, will set up His Kingdom (Daniel 2:44).  Satan will be bound for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3).  There will be persons with mortal bodies and persons with glorified bodies on earth during this time.  Those who survived the Tribulation Hour and who have not been condemned in the judgment of the nations (Matthew 25:31-46) are allowed to enter the Millennium in their mortal bodies and will have prolonged lives.  They, along with the millions of babies born during this time, will live for the entire 1,000 years of Christ’s reign.  If, at the end of this time, they did not rebel with Satan and had accepted Jesus as their Saviour, they will live on eternally.

Their immortal lives will not be spent in glorified bodies but in human bodies eternally preserved through partaking of the tree of life.  They will retain perfect health and not experience aging because of the leaves of the trees that grow for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:2).

The Millennium will bring peace in the world of nature.  All of God’s creation suffers as a result of the fall of man and will be restored at this time (Romans 8:20-23).  Nature will cooperate with man again (Genesis 3:17, 18) productivity will return, (Zechariah 8:12), earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, etc., will be absent.  Even the animal world will be at peace with man and each other (Isaiah 11:6-8).  All economic conflict will be swept away.  Oppression and strikes will be unknown with food and housing for all (Isaiah 65:21-23).  There will be religious peace with Jews and Gentiles worshipping the Lord together (Isaiah 11:9, 10) and the Jews will be at peace in their own land (Ezekiel 36:24-27).  All this will happen because the Kingdom Age (Millennium) will be characterized by the fullness of the Spirit (Joel 2:28, 29) more than in any previous dispensation.  It is evident that all believers will be indwelt by the Holy Spirit in the Millennium even as they are in the present age (Ezekiel 36:27; 37:14; Isaiah 11:2, 3; Jeremiah 31:33).  No unsaved person will enter the Millennium (the Jews as a nation will have recognized and accepted Christ as Messiah during the Tribulation period and the Gentiles will have experienced conversion prior to admission also (Isaiah 16:5; 18:7 19:19-21, 25; 23:18; 55:5, 6; 56:6-8; 60:3-5; 61:8,9; Jeremiah 3:17; 16:19-21; Amos 9:11; Obadiah 17-21).

Earth’s motto will be holiness unto the Lord (Zechariah 14:20, 21).  Those reigning with Christ during this time are the returning saints (the Church, the Bride of Christ, Jude 14; Revelation 19:14), the resurrected Old Testament saints (Daniel 12:2) and the raised Tribulation saints (Revelation 20:4).  Each group, saved during different dispensations of time, has different duties to perform.  The Church is the Bride of Christ and enjoys the 1,000-year honeymoon upon earth reigning with Him (Revelation 20:4; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6).  The 144,000 serve as accompanying bodyguards for the Lamb and His Bride (Revelation 14:4).  The gentiles saved during the Tribulation will be serving in the glorious temple described in Ezekiel 40-48 and waiting on Christ and His Bride (Revelation 7:15).

Terms synonymous with Millennium:

Kingdom of heaven (Matthew 19:28)

The regeneration (Matthew 19:28)

The last day (John 6:40)

The times of refreshing (Acts 3:21)

The restitution of all things (Acts 3:21)

The day of Christ (1 Corinthians 1:8; 2 Corinthians 1:14; Philippians 2:16)

The world to come (Hebrews 2:5)

Number of The Beast, 666   (Excerpt from Your Future, Jack Van Impe, pg. 98)

When Antichrist sets up his one-world government, it appears he will set up a world computer system which will keep track of every person on earth, giving them a number.  The number will be “666” (Revelation 13:16-18).  As a result, we are encouraged to “count” (compute) the number of the Beast in this reference.  Many theories have sprung up through recent years attempting to compute this number.  The Bible seems to indicate that the number six is the number of man (Revelation 13:18; the day he was created, etc.).  There definitely is numerological meaning within Scripture.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Rebellion, Satan’s      

For the duration of the Millennium, Satan has been in the bottomless pit, a temporary prison, chained for ten centuries in order that peace, prosperity, happiness, and holiness may exist on earth.  At the end of this time, he is loosed for a little season, leads one final revolt against God, and is subsequently cast into the eternal Lake of Fire where the Beast and False Prophet already are (Revelation 19:20), (Van Impe, 1994).

One might wonder why Satan is loosed to go out and deceive the nations of the earth again (Revelation 20:7-9).  The answer:  The children born during the Millennium possess the old Adamic or sin-prone nature.  They are the ones who are deceived by Satan and join in his rebellion. This shows the innate wickedness of the human heart.  These people have known what it was like to live in peace under Christ!  Still, after being in His presence 1,000 years, they rebel, (Van Impe, 1994).

Satan organizes and leads the insurrection for a brief period of time.  Then, fire comes down from God and devours Satan and his followers (Revelation 20:9).  Then the devil is cast into the Lake of Fire (vs. 10), (Van Impe, 1994).

Remnant; Evangelists, 144,000


The existence of a remnant of Jews is tied to the covenants God made with the nation Israel.  The unconditional covenants must have a people to carry out their fulfillment.  Even though Israel has often strayed far from the Lord, He has always had a believing remnant, (Van Impe, 1994).  In New Testament times there were always a believing, expectant nucleus to whom the promises were reaffirmed.  Presently a remnant of Israel is turning to Messiah, Jesus and receiving His salvation, (Van Impe, 1994).


Shortly after the Rapture, there will be another remnant of Jews who turn to Christ.  These converted Jews are called “servants of God” and they are extremely successful in ministering to others.  Not long after this elect group is announced by John, he describes a great multitude from all nations who have been converted to Christ as a result of their labor and who are willing to prove their faith through martyrdom, (Van Impe, 1994).

Satan

              Transcribed from Charting The End Times by Tim LaHaye & Thomas Ice pg. 31-32


Satan is not just an evil force or “principle of evil” as some believe.  Rather, he is a supernatural being who leads a kingdom of fallen angels and demons.  His presence and power in the world are so extensive that we would do well to understand how he works so we can protect  ourselves from him.  Peter said, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8 KJV).  The names ascribed to him in the Bible describe him well:  “Satan,” “devil,” “dragon,” “the serpent,” “your adversary,” and, as our Lord called him, “a liar from the beginning.” Anyone who does not understand that his major work is deception will likely be deceived by him, particularly as we approach the end of the age. 

THE ORIGIN OF SATAN


 No one knows for sure when Satan was created.  But we can be sure of this:  he is a created being.  He may think he is God, but only God can create, and Satan is not God.  Some Bible scholars believe he was created before the earth in ages past.  However, Satan and the angels were likely created during the six days of creation.


Ezekiel gives this description of Satan:



You were in Eden, the garden of God…on the day that you were created…

You were the anointed cherub who covers… You were on the holy mountain of 

God;   you walked in the midst of the stones of fire.  You were blameless in your

ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you. 

By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you 

sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God.  And I

have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 

Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom


by reason of your splendor.  I cast you to the ground; I put you 


before kings, that they may see you (Ezekiel 28:13-17).


Evidently Satan was the most beautiful creature in heaven.  He was placed in “the garden of God” (or mineral garden of God, not to be confused with the Garden of Eden).  His assignment was to be “the anointed cherub who covers.”  Many believe he commanded the angels before the throne of God.  Still others believe he was given dominance over this earth, for he is called “the god of this world.”  He had a free will, beauty, and wisdom, but somehow evil arose in him.  Instead of worshiping God he craved to be worshiped as God, and this led to his downfall:



How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!


How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  

For thou hast said in thine heart:  I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt

my throne above the stars of God:


I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High 



                                                              (Isaiah 14:12-14 KJV).


Even though Satan fell somewhere between Genesis chapters 2 and 3, he still has access in the heavenly realm (Job 1-2).  In the middle of the Tribulation, he will be expelled from heaven and cast down to earth:



There was war in heaven:  Michael and his angels fought against the


dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was


their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out,

     
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him (Revelation 12:7-9 KJV).  Pg 31-32.

 Satan’s rebellion against God’s authority began in Heaven (Ezekiel 28:12-19; Isaiah 14: 12-17). Since his expulsion into the first and second heavens, he has waged a reign of terror upon the earth’s inhabitants.  He is the great deceiver in charge of fallen angels determined to wreak havoc upon this earth, (Van Impe, 1994).  


When the Holy Spirit has finally relinquished his restraining power at the Rapture, Satan will make his final bid to frustrate God’s plan during the Tribulation activities.  Satan will unveil two satanically-inspired beasts that come out of the sea and earth.  They are Antichrist and the False Prophet, (Van Impe, 1994).


Satan knows prophecy and he is the great imitator.  He will form an unholy trinity.  Knowing his time is short, he makes an all-out move to usurp God’s position and authority through these two allies, the Antichrist (false savior) and the False Prophet (false Holy Spirit), (Van Impe, 1994).  The Antichrist effectively “set up his kingdom” by political maneuvering (Ten Nation Conspiracy) and the False Prophet is his religious leader who causes the people of the world to worship the Image of the Beast (Revelation 13:1), (Van Impe, 1994).


Satan is doomed to defeat by the King of Kings at the Battle of Armageddon, bound in the bottomless pit for 1,000 years during the Millennium, is released, and then, after one last desperate attempt to deceive the nations of the world, is cast into the Lake of Fire prepared for him and his angels (Revelation 20:10; Matthew 25:41), (Van Impe, 1994).  


The Present Work of Satan

   Transcribed from Charting the End Times by Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice, pg 32-34.


Satan’s desire is to get people to follow him instead of God.  Just as he led one-third of the angels of heaven to follow him in rebellion, he has led billions of people on earth to do the same.

In the Garden of Eden


It was Satan who told Eve, “Has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden?...You surely will not die!’”  (Genesis 3:1, 4).  Satan caused Eve to question whether God keeps His word.  Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden tree, bringing the first sin and its consequences into the world.  Their sin was then passed on to their children and will continue on from them through all generations up to the end of the Millennial kingdom of Christ.  It was Adam and Eve’s sin that led God to promise to send a Savior (Genesis 3:15) for the sins of all mankind.

Polluting the Bloodline of Adam


In the days from Adam to the Flood (about 1000 years), during a time of rapid population growth, Satan attempted to pollute the pure bloodline of Adam.  He did this by allowing the cohabitation of fallen angels with women whom they found appealing, and thus producing “Nephilim,” or fallen ones, in an attempt to corrupt the “seed of the woman” and thwart the redemptive plan of God.  We read about this in Genesis 6:1-4 and Jude 7, and this is likely the reason God resorted to the extreme measure of sending a flood to destroy the whole human race, with the exception of Noah’s family.  Through Noah’s family God preserved the purity of the original bloodline of humans; the sin of missing “strange flesh” with human flesh cannot happen again because God imprisoned these fallen angels in Tartarus (2 peter 2:4-10).

Rebellion at the Tower of Babel


The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) was a satanically inspired attempt to establish a universal, idolatrous religion in Babel, the largest city in the world in that day, and to keep mankind from worshiping the one true God.  God brought an end to this by confounding their language, which caused the people to separate and scatter around the world.

The Temptation of Job


Evidently Satan has access to the throne of God on some occasions, as in the case of Job.  We can take comfort in the fact that Satan cannot take a believer’s life unless God permits and that God will indeed give us grace and strength when we are tempted by Satan.

Attempting to Kill the Hebrew Race


When Satan recognized that the Messiah would come through the Hebrew race, he decided to destroy all Jews while they were confined in one place—Egypt.  At the time of Moses’ birth, Pharaoh ordered that all the male Hebrew babies be killed.  Yet God brought deliverance through Moses, saving the Hebrew race and preserving the promised bloodline of the Messiah.

Attempting to Kill the Messiah


Satan launched an attack on the infant Jesus by having Herod kill all the babies in Bethlehem.  But Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt, and didn’t return until all danger was past.  His subsequent temptations and attempts on Jesus’ life failed as well, and Jesus was able to defeat Satan through His crucifixion and resurrection.

Attempting to Destroy the Church


Throughout church history Satan has busied himself trying to destroy the church.  His two principal methods of attack have been persecution and false teaching.  When it comes to persecution, no religious organization has been attacked as much as the church.  One estimate is that 500 million believers have been martyred during the past 2000 years, yet the church is still the largest religious body in the world.  As for false teachings, Satan attempts to deceive human beings into disbelieving God and doing their own thing.  During the coming Tribulation period, Satan will use both persecution (Revelation 6:9-11) and false teachers (Matthew 24:23-26) in his endeavor to deceive people about God and Christ.

Second Advent

The return of the Lord to earth at the close of the Tribulation, also called the Revelation.  This event is different that the Rapture, (Van Impe, 1994).

Second Coming


The happiness of the greatest event in world history has to do with seeing Jesus.  When the Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth – His revealing – in Revelation 19, He comes as King of Kings (Revelation 19:16).  This happens when the Roman Empire has been revived in the form of a ten nation confederacy, (Van Impe, 1994).  


There are two stages or phases within the process of the Second Coming – the Rapture and the Revelation – and these events are separated by a seven-year period of time, the Tribulation, (Van Impe, 1994).

Sin:
A transgression; to miss the mark; an offense.  

An excerpt from Jack Van Impe Your Future page 124-125


Sin separates us from God (Isaiah 59:2) all sin results in judgment – the payoff is death and eventually, the Great White Throne Judgment (Romans 1:24-32; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; Galatians 6:7). 


Revelation 21:8 and 22:15 provide a comprehensive picture of those who are damned for all eternity.  They are:


The fearful – those who do not accept Christ to escape being ridiculed (Matthew                                             10:32)


Unbelievers – those who do not believe in and receive the Lord Jesus Christ                                                   (John 8:24)


The abominable – those who engage in wicked practices (Titus 1:16)


Murderers – those who kill other or hate (1 John 3:15)


Whoremongers – those who engage in fornication or consort with prostitutes                                                 (Ephesians 5:5-8)


Sorcerers – those who practice witchcraft, demonism, and follow after the occult.                         
Sorcery comes from the Greek word pharmakeia, meaning                                                             “enchantment with drugs.”  Thus, drug users and even pushers are                                                included in the guilty verdict for judgment.


Idolaters – those who worship or reverence anyone or anything other than the                                               living and true God.

           Liars --      (John 8:44)

           Dogs --      false professors (2 Peter 2:21, 22)

           Homosexuals – “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman.  It is an                                     

abomination.” Leviticus 18:22; “For this reason God gave them up                                               to vile passions.  For even their women exchanged the natural use for                                            what is against nature.  Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use                                           of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men                                  
 
 committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of                        
 
 their error which was due.”  (Romans 1:18-32)


The unrighteous – those who trust in self, works, a false religious system, or mere

            
“religion” for salvation (Titus 3:5)


Fornicators – those who engage in premarital and extramarital sex 

                       (1 Corinthians 6:9, 14-18)

           The wicked - those who disregard all morality and moral standards.


The covetous – those who desire all things for themselves, especially that which belongs



 To others (Ephesians 5:5-8)


 The malicious – those who willfully seek to destroy the person and property of others

                         (James 1:26)


 The  envious – those resentful of others


 Debaters – those who would rather argue with God than accept His truth


 Deceivers – those who purposely mislead or betray others (2 Timothy 3:13)

             Maligners – those who speak evil of, defame, or slander others (James 3:23)


 Whisperers – those who gossip


  Backbiters – those who constantly find fault with others and speak maliciously about                              them

             Haters of God
             Despisers – those filled with contempt toward God and man

             The proud – those possessing an excessively high opinion of themselves

             Boasters – those who exalt self

             Inventors of evil things

             The disobedient to parents

             Those without understanding (resulting from unconcern or rejection of the truth)

             Covenant breakers – those who do not keep their word

              Those whose affections are contrary to the laws of God and nature

              The implacable – those exhibiting extreme stubbornness to the point of refusing to                                yield to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit (Proverbs 1:24-28; Acts 7:51,                            52)      

              The unmerciful – those who lack compassion (Ephesians 4:32)

              Adulterers – those who practice extramarital sex (1Corinthians 6:9, 10)

              The effeminate – generally younger persons in the process of becoming 

                        Homosexuals or sodomites

              Abusers of themselves with mankind – hardened homosexuals (Genesis 19:5)

              Thieves-(1 Corinthians 1:10)

              Drunkards-those given to and overcome by alcohol (Proverbs 20: 1; 23:20, 21;
                         Luke 21:34; Romans 13:13; 1 Corinthians 6:10: Galatians 5: 1, 9-21; 

                         Ephesians 5: 18


   Revilers- those who use abusive or contemptuous language

               Extortionists – those who exact money from or take advantage of others through                                 violence, threats, or misuse of authority 


 Persons who have practice these sins then and who are still contaminated by the 

guilt of them, because they have not come to Christ, will be the ones judged before the Great White Throne.


Is there hope?  And such were some of you ... but ye are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 6: 11: 1 John 1: 7; John 3:17).


There is not a sin that can keep a true believer out of heaven.  God’s Word clearly states that some Christians will be saved “so as by fire.”  They lose everything except their salvation.  Because of it, they will be ashamed in Christ’s presence (1 John 2:28).  If believers were left behind at the Rapture because of some sin in their lives, who would the “ashamed” be at that investigative session?  Rewards are lost because of disobedience and disobedience is sin (Romans 5:19; James 4:17), (Van Impe, 1994).

Twinkling of an Eye


A blink is calculated to be 11/100ths of a second.  A half-blink becomes the twinkling of an eye.  Just as Christ cried out, Lazarus, come forth (John 11:43), and immediately Lazarus arose from the dead, so shall the call ring out, Come up hither (Revelation 4:1) and the Church will be gone in a glorious flash (1 Corinthians 15:52), (Van Impe, 1994).

Notes


For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek, (Gentile). {1 Cor. 1:18, 24 & Acts 3:26}


For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 


    “The just shall live by faith.” {Hab. 2:4}
                                                                          Romans 1:16-17, (NKJV)
Reason for Gentile Guilt


For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.  


For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.


Professing to be wise, they became fools {Jer. 10:14; Psalm 14; Psalm 53}, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed beasts and creeping things.

                                                                             Romans 1:18-23 (NKJV)     

Results of Gentile Guilt


Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.


For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.  For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.  Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 


 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.
                                                                                          Romans 1:24-32 (NKJV)

Jews Are Judged According to Truth


Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  {Rom. 1:20 & Matt. 7:1-5; Luke 6:37-42}.  But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.  


And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?  

{Eph. 1:7, 18; 2:7; Rom. 3:25}  But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.                               

                                                                                      Romans 2:1-5 (NKJV)

Jews Are Judged by Their Works


Who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:  { Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12 }, eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath{ 2 Thess. 1:8}, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, (Gentile).

                                                                                      Romans 2:6-10 (NKJV)

Jews Are Judged with Impartiality


For there is no partiality with God.  For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; { James 1:22, 25}; for when gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things contained in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.  {Matt. 25:31; Acts 10:42; 17:31; 1 Tim. 1:11}

                                                                                    Romans 2:11-16 (NKJV)

Jews Do Not Obey the Law


Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the Law, and make your boast in God, and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law.

{2 Tim. 3:5}


You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?  You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?  For “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written {Ezek. 16:27; Is. 52:5; Ezek. 36:22}. For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.  Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision, {Acts 10:34}?  And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law?


For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

                                                                                           Romans 2:17-29 (NKJV)

Conclusion:  All Are Guilty Before God


What then?  Are we better than they?  Not at all.  For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks (Gentile), that they are all under sin.  As it is written:

“There is none righteous, no, not one;

There is none who understands;

There is none who seeks after God.

They have all gone out of the way;

They have together become  unprofitable;

There is none who does good, no, not one.”

“Their throat is an open tomb;

With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; {Ps. 5:9}

“The poison of asps is under their lips”;

“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”  {Ps. 10:7}

“Their feet are swift to shed blood;

Destruction and misery are in their ways;

And the way of peace they have not known.”

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  {Ps 36:1}


Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

                                                                                  Romans 3:9-20 (NKJV)

Description of Righteousness


But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God which is through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth to be a propitiation by His Blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  


Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of  faith.  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.  Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.  Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.

                                                                                     Romans 3:21-31

Fourth Warning:  Danger of Drawing Back


For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.                                                                    {Zeph. 1:18}. 

Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.                                                                                                        {Deut. 17:2 – 6; 19:15}.  
Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?                                                                                                          {Matt. 12:31}


For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His people.”                                                       {Deut. 32:35 & Deut. 32:36}


It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.                                                                                        {Luke 12:5}

Hebrews 10:26 – 31 
Repentance


Transcribed from:  The Spirit Filled Believer’s Handbook by Derek Prince (1993), pg 100-107

Explained From Greek and Hebrew


First of all, we need a clear understanding of the meaning of the word repentance as used in the Scripture.  In the New Testament the English verb “to repent” is normally used to translate the Greek verb metanoein.  This Greek verb metanoein has one definite meaning throughout the history of the Greek language, right through classical Greek down into New Testament Greek.  Its basic meaning is always the same: “to change one’s mind.”  Thus, “repentance” in the New Testament is not an emotion but a decision.  


Knowing this fact serves to dispel many false impressions and ideas connected with repentance.  Many people associate repentance with emotion—with the shedding of tears and so on.  It is possible, however, for a person to feel great emotion and to shed many tears and yet never repent in the scriptural sense.  Other people associate repentance with the carrying out of special religious rites or ordinances—with what is called “doing penance.” But here, too, the same applies: It is possible to go through many religious rites and ordinances and yet never repent in the scriptural sense.


True repentance is a firm, inward decision; a change of mind.  If we turn back to the Old Testament, we find that the word most commonly translated “to repent” means literally “to turn,” “to return,” “to turn back.”  This harmonizes perfectly with the meaning of repentance in the New Testament.  The New Testament word denotes the inner decision, the inner change of mind; the Old Testament word denotes the outward action which is the expression of the inward change of mind — the act of turning back, of turning around.


Thus, the New Testament emphasizes the inward nature of true repentance; the Old Testament emphasizes the outward expression in action of the inner change.  Putting the two together, we form this complete definition of repentance: Repentance is an inner change of mind resulting in an outward turning back, or turning around; to face and to move in a completely new direction.

The Sinner’s First Response to God

The perfect example of true repentance, defined in this way, is found in the parable of the prodigal son (see Luke 15:11-32).  Here we read how the prodigal turned his back on father and home and went off into a distant land, there to waste all that he had in sin and dissipation.  Eventually he came to himself, hungry, lonely and in rags, sitting among the swine, longing for something to fill his stomach.  At this point he made a decision.  He said, “I will arise and go to my father” (v. 18).


He immediately carried out his decision: “And he arose and came to his father” (v. 20).  This is true repentance:  first, the inward decision; then the outward act of that decision — the act of turning back to father and home.


In his own unregenerate, sinful condition, every man that was ever born has turned his back on God, his Father, and on heaven, his home.  Each step he takes is a step away from God and from heaven.  As he walks this way, the light is behind him, and the shadows are before him.  The farther he goes the longer and darker the shadows become.  Each step he takes is one step nearer the end — one step nearer the grave, nearer hell, nearer the endless darkness of a lost eternity.


For every man who takes this course, there is one essential act he must make.  He must stop, change his mind, change his direction, face the opposite way, turn his back to the shadows and face toward the light.


This first, essential act is called repentance in the Scriptures.  It is the first move any sinner must make who desires to be reconciled with God.

Distinguished From Remorse


Of course, there are some passages in some translations where the verb “to repent” is used in a different sense, but when we examine these passages carefully, we find that the English word “to repent” is used to translate some other word in the original language.  For example, in the 1611 King James Version we read in Matthew 27:3-4 that when Judas Iscariot saw that Christ had been condemned to death, afterward he “repented” of betraying Christ for money.



Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he



was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the



thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, I



have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.  And



they said, What is that to us?  See thou to that.


Here we read that Judas “repented himself.” But the Greek word used in the original is not the word metanoein defined earlier.  The Greek word used of Judas, metamelein, denotes that which people often wrongly interpret as repentance: remorse, anguish.  There is no doubt that at this moment Judas experience intense anguish and remorse.  Nevertheless, he did not experience true, scriptural repentance; he did not change his mind, his course, his direction.


On the contrary, the very next verse says he went and hanged himself; in Acts 1:25 this is expressed by the words:



Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.


Certainly Judas experienced emotion—strong emotion, bitter anguish and remorse.  But he did not experience true repentance; he did not change his mind or his course.  The truth is that he could not change his course; he had already gone too far.  In spite of the Savior’s warning, he had deliberately committed himself to a course from which there could be no return.  He had passed “the place of repentance.”


What a terrible and solemn lesson this is!  It is possible for a man, by stubborn and willful continuance in his own way, to come to a place of no turning back — a place where the door of repentance has, by his own willfulness, been forever slammed shut behind him.


Another man who made this same tragic error was Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.



For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the



blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for



repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears (Heb. 1217).


In a foolish, careless moment Esau sold his birthright to his brother Jacob in exchange for a bowl of soup.  Genesis records:  “Thus Esau despised his birthright” (Gen. 25:34).  We must remember that in despising his birthright, he despised all the blessings and the promises of God that were associated with the birthright.  Later, Esau regretted what he had done.  He sought to regain the birthright and the blessing, but he was rejected.  Why, because he found no place of repentance.  (In the margin of the 1611 King James Version the alternative translation is: “He found no way to change his mind” (Heb. 12:17).)


Here is further evidence that strong emotion is not necessarily proof of repentance.  Esau cried aloud and shed bitter tears.  But in spite of all this, he found no place of repentance.  By a trivial, impetuous act he had decided the whole course of his life and his destiny both for time and for eternity.  He had committed himself to a course from which afterward he could find no way of return.


How many men today do just the same as Esau!  For a few moments of sensual pleasure or carnal indulgence, they despise all the blessings and promises of almighty God.  Later, when they feel their mistake, when they cry out for those spiritual and eternal blessings which they had despised, to their dismay they find themselves rejected.  Why, because they find no place of repentance, no way to change their minds.

The Only Way to True Faith


The New Testament is unanimous on this one point:  True repentance must always go before true faith.  Without true repentance there can never be true faith.


The call to repentance begins at the very introduction to the New Testament with the ministry of John the Baptist.



The voice of one crying in the wilderness:



“Prepare the way of the Lord,



Make His paths straight.”



John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a 

                       Baptism of repentance for the remission of sins (Mark 1:3-4).


John the Baptist’s call to repentance was a necessary preparation for the revelation of the Messiah to Israel.  Until Israel had been called back to God in repentance, their long-awaited Messiah could not be revealed among them.


A little further on we read the first message that Christ Himself preached after John had prepared the way before Him.


     Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the 

                gospel...and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at

                hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15).


The first commandment that ever fell from the lips of Christ was not to believe but to repent. First repent, and then believe.


After His death and resurrection, when Christ commissioned His apostles to go out to all nations with the gospel, once again the first word in His message was “repentance.”


   Then He said to them, “thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the 


   Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance


   and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 


   beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47).


Here again it is repentance first, and after that, remission of sins.  Shortly after the resurrection, the apostles, through their spokesman Peter, began to fulfill this commission of Christ.  After the Holy Spirit’s coming on the day of Pentecost, the convicted (but still unconverted) multitude asked: “Men and brethren, what shall we do” (Acts 2:37).  To this inquiry there came an immediate and definite answer.


   Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 


   the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the


   the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).


Here again it is repentance first; after that, baptism and remission of sins.


When Paul spoke to the elders of the church at Ephesus, he outlined the gospel message which he had preached to them.


   I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you


   publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, 


   repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:20-21).


The order of Paul’s message is the same: first repentance, then faith.  Finally, as we have already seen in Hebrews 6:1-2, the order of the basic foundation doctrines of the Christian faith is first repentance from dead works, then faith, baptisms and so on.


Without exception, throughout the entire New Testament, repentance is the first response to the gospel that God demands.  Nothing else can come before it, and nothing else can take its place.


True repentance must always precede true faith.  Without such repentance, faith alone is an empty profession.  This is one reason why the experience of so many Christians today is so unstable and insecure.  They are seeking to build without the first of the great foundation doctrines.  They are professing faith but they have never practiced true repentance.  As a result, the faith which they profess procures for them neither the favor of God nor the respect of the world.  


In many places today the simplication of the gospel message has been taken one step too far.  The message often preached today is “Only believe.”  But that is not the message of Christ.  Christ and His apostles preached “Repent and believe.” Any preacher who leaves out the call to repentance is misleading sinners and misrepresenting God.  For Paul tells us that it is God Himself who “commands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30).  That is the general edict of God to the entire human race:  “All men everywhere must repent.”


In Hebrews 6:1 repentance is defined as “repentance from dead works”; in Acts 20:21 it is defined as “repentance toward God.”  This means that, in the act of repentance, we turn away from our dead works and face toward God, ready to hear and obey His next command.


The phrase “dead works” includes all acts and activities that are not based upon repentance and faith.  It includes even the acts and activities of religion — even of professing Christianity – if they are not built on this basis.  It is in this sense that Isaiah cries out:


    “And all our righteousness are like filthy rags,” (Is. 64:6).


There is no reference here to acts of open sin and wickedness.  Even those acts which are done in the name of religion and morality, if they are not based on repentance and faith, are not acceptable to God.  Charity, prayers, church attendance, every kind of religious rite and ordinance – if they are not based on repentance and faith – are merely “dead works” and “filthy rags”!


There is one other fact about scriptural repentance which must be emphasized.  True repentance begins with God and not with man.  It originates not in the will of man but in the free and sovereign grace of God, The Sovereignty of God.  Apart from the working of God’s grace and the moving of God’s Spirit, man left to himself is incapable of repentance.  For this reason the psalmist cries out for restoration.


     “Restore us, O God...and we shall be saved!” (Ps. 80:3, 7).


The word translated “restore us” means literally “cause us to turn back.” Jeremiah uses the same word in Lamentations 5:21.


     Turn us back to You, O Lord, and we will be restored.


Unless God first moves man toward Himself, man cannot of his own unaided will turn to God and be saved.  The first move is always made by God.


In the New Testament Christ expressed the same truth.


    “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him,” (John 6:44).


The supreme crisis of every human life comes at the moment of the Spirit’s drawing to repentance.  Accepted, this drawing leads us to saving faith and eternal life; rejected, it leaves the sinner to continue on his way to the grave and the unending darkness of an eternity apart from God.  The Scripture makes it plain that even in this life it is possible for a man to pass “the place of repentance” – to come to a point where the hope is lost even before he enters the portals of eternity.


It is fitting to close this study with the words of Christ in Luke 13:3 (which are also repeated in verse 5).


    “Unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

Christ was speaking of men who died in the very act of performing a religious rite; that is, a company of Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their own sacrifices.  While carrying out their sacrifices in the temple, these men had been executed by order of the Roman governor, and their blood had been mingled on the temple floor with that of their sacrifices.


Yet Christ tells us that these men perished; they went to a lost eternity.  Even their religious act of sacrifice in the temple could not save their souls, because it was not based on true repentance.


The same is true of the religious ceremonies of many professing Christians today.  None of these religious activities is any substitute for true repentance.  Without such repentance, Christ Himself said, “...you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).

History Unrevised
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	Jack Kinsella


	The Palestinian Authority has never revised its Charter calling for Israel's destruction or denying its right to exist. Oh, they convened a meeting to discuss it. Then they said they had a meeting and agreed to change it. That was as far as they went. 

Like going out to dinner with a friend and saying, 'how's business?' and then trying to take a tax deduction for the bill as a business expense. 

The Arab world claims Israel is an 'occupying power'. The Durban Conference, in it's modified declaration, makes the same explicit statement. 

What about the claims of the Arabs to their homelands? The same British government that created the modern Arab world in 1920 at the San Remo Conference in Italy -- by decree -- also created a Jewish homeland the same way at the same conference. 

And the Jewish Palestine of the Balfour Declaration as confirmed at San Remo encompassed a much bigger chunk of ground than Israel claims today.

We saw the global reaction when Iraq tried to undo the British freehand redrawing of the map of the Middle East when he reclaimed 'Province 19', or what the British have called 'Kuwait' since 1899. 

It's important to remember also that Iraq was both 'Mesopotamia' and 'Palestine' until the British created the modern state Iraq, carving it out of a number of different Arab 'provinces' - there were no countries, just provinces of the Ottoman Empire. The British completely forgot to draw borders for Kurdistan.

The Kurds were no happier about it than were the Arabs of the Ottoman Empire that the world now refers to as the 'Palestinians'. Nobody at the UN is calling for the redrawing of that map. 

Three fourths of what became Iraq were Assyrians of Mesopotamia who woke up one morning as 'Iraqis'. And where is the UN's indignation at Saddam's ethnic cleansing of the Kurds? Israel never wiped out any Kurdish villages with poison gas. 

Or is that Jewish propaganda as well? Better tell the Arabs. It's on the Arab-Net website. They'll want to revise that. 

And Jordan was created by the British in 1921 as Trans-Jordan. Is it not really Jordan at all? 

What is really hard to find in history is a nation of Palestine. If we use Palestine as it was under the Ottoman Turks from 1517 to 1917, there is no Jordan, Syria, or Lebanon. I haven't heard those countries offering to dissolve themselves and give the land to Arafat. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, 'Palestinian' cities included Acre, Jerusalem, Amman, Damascus and Baghdad. [see map - area in light green is 'Palestine'  c.1914] 



French Map of Palestine, 1914
Syria was created by the British and subsequently given to France as the French Mandate. The Syrians declared independence after the British left in 1946, two years before Israel did the same thing. How are they different? They are both historically 'Palestinian'. 

Either both the Arab Middle East and the Jewish homeland are equally valid, or equally invalid, since both were created by the same power at the same time. You can't have it both ways. But facts don't seem to bother the UN or the Arabs much. It seems when facts get in the way, they are dismissed as 'Jewish propaganda'.

The Palestinians chose Arafat to stand up for them. They don't need our help. Arafat's done quite a job at Durban. Israel was the only nation singled out for condemnation for its 'racist, genocidal practices'. 

Maybe the concept that Jews practice 'racial superiority' doesn't bother the UN, but since I know Jews of virtually every single race -- including those from Arab countries,  it does me. The main argument against Israel, from the Arab perspective, is that the Israelis stole the land from the 'native' people of the region. 

First, the question of the 'native' people of the region. The Book of Psalms, chapter 137, penned three thousand years ago by a Jew [actually an 'Israelite' -- a play on words? I think not], says, "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy." -- Psalm 137:6

The Jewish sacred writings of antiquity refer to Jerusalem some 767 times, compared to the Koran, which does not mention it once. 

Americans don't like to remind themselves that we stole the land from the Indians, but nobody denies what a 'native American' is. 

One would guess it's all in how you define 'native' but I wouldn't try that one on the Apaches -- or even the Mexicans, when referring to most of the American Southwest. 

The only reason we aren't behaving as the Israelis are is because the Mexicans aren't setting off bombs in Safeway supermarkets across California, Arizona, Texas and New Mexico because we 'stole' them from Mexico. 

But what do you think America's response would be if they did? Would the UN call Americans a single 'race' in order to lay charges of genocide, racism and ethnic cleansing against the Mexicans? 

America is the 'great melting pot' consisting of every race, creed and religious perspective under the sun. So, too is Israel. 

Melchior's statement that the Jews are being castigated on race when they are people 'of a particular birth, irrespective of their faith, and those of a particular faith, irrespective of their birth' is accurate.  

And therefore hardly 'racist'.

Any Arab argument about Arabs being second-class citizens in Israel is immediately counter-balanced by the record of human rights extended to Jews in Muslim countries. 

The radical Islamists claim to be 'People of the Book' - the 'Book' being the Bible, including the Old Testament. Yet they say Israel has no right to exist as a nation. They should take a look into the 'Book' they claim to follow. 

"Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever." Jeremiah 31:36

I am not one to say the Jews are right no matter what. But the starting point for discussion is that Israel has a right to exist, and they have a right to determine the terms of their own existence. As we do in America. Until that happens, one cannot begin to discuss the Palestinian claim. 

Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia said yesterday, speaking of the ongoing suicide attacks in Jerusalem, "Nothing can justify terrorist attacks against civilians". Apparently, the UN believes some things do. I am surprised to find myself in agreement with the Russians, but there is a first time for everything. 

email the author 
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The Many States of Palestine
by Elwood McQuaid

An early Zionist leader was fond of speaking of the land that was to become Israel as "a land without a people for a people without a land." Although his observation was, in large measure, accurate, it was not quite the whole of the reality that would become the Jewish experience. When they returned to the land of their fathers, there was an Arab presence that would prove to be a thorn in the side of the emerging nation.

The resulting conflict, and particularly the furor caused over the establishment of an independent state of Palestine, has been a 
contentious and, to say the least, divisive issue throughout the entire existence of the State of Israel. It is not a question of whether there will be a state of Palestine, but what nature and direction that state will take once it is fully established. Will it become a good neighbor to Israel? Or will Palestinians use it as a launching pad for what they hope will be the final annihilation of the Jewish state?

 

Why "Palestine"?
The Romans, who ruled the ancient Mediterranean world two thousand years ago, coined the name Palestine. It was adapted from the name of the Philistines, who occupied parts of the region as hostile contemporaries of ancient Israel. Some historians believe that the Romans chose the name as a way of erasing the memory of the Jewish people and their association with the land. The Roman historian Herodotus was the first to mention the name. He called it "the Philistine Syria." Subsequently, the name was shortened to "Palestina," and eventually Palestine.

The "Christian" Crusaders employed the word to refer to the general area that had been known since the fourth century as the "three Palestines." After the fall of the crusader kingdom, Palestine was no longer an official designation. The name, however, continued to be used informally for the lands on both sides of the Jordan River.

When the Ottoman Turks, who were non-Arabs but religious Muslims, took over the area, they ruled for approximately 400 years. Under Ottoman rule, Palestine was never an administrative unit. It was part of the province of Syria.

That situation prevailed until the Ottoman Empire fell, and, in 1922, the British, who had received the Mandate over Palestine from the League of Nations, restricted the application of the name to the area west of the Jordan River. The land east of the river became known as Transjordan, which in 1946 became the Kingdom of Jordan.

In the end, the name Palestine was restricted to the portion west of the Jordan River now known as Israel. This historical information is important when approaching the problem of establishing a Palestinian state because, in so doing, a completely new national entity is being formed. Contrary to current claims by the Palestinians, there has never in the past been an Arab state of Palestine.

Mr. David Bar-Illan, former Executive Editor of the Jerusalem Post, addressed the subject in an article first published in November 1998 in the Los Angeles Times. He wrote,

In a recent speech to the United Nations General Assembly, Yasser Arafat talked of "the need to realize justice for the Palestinian people, to restore their international status and their seat in the United Nations." He referred to "our country, Palestine" and expressed the hope that it would be "restored its freedom."

The meaning of this message is clear: Palestine is a country that belonged to the Palestinians until it was invaded and usurped by the Jews. Jerusalem was the Palestinian capital now being Judaized by Israel. Justice will be served only if the Palestinians are allowed to re-establish their sovereignty in it.

That all this is unadulterated fiction has not prevented many governments from accepting it. Nor
has it deterred pundits from upbraiding Israel for failing to "give back" Palestinian land.

In fact, there never has been a state called Palestine, nor have the Palestinian Arabs ever been an independent people, and Jerusalem never has been an Arab or Muslim capital. Jerusalem has had an absolute Jewish majority for more than a century (and a plurality before that), and for the last three thousand years, only the Jewish people have called it their capital.…To inveigh against "Judaizing" Jerusalem is like protesting the Arabiza tion of Cairo.

 

 

Who Are the Palestinians?
The word Palestinian, as commonly employed today, is a relatively recent term. Until the end of the British Mandate over Palestine in 1948, all inhabitants of the area west of the Jordan River were known as Palestinians. In other words, a Jewish person living in what is now Israel was referred to as a "Palestinian Jew." An Arab living in the same area was a "Palestinian Arab." Likewise, a Christian was known as a "Palestinian Christian." It was as simple as that.

Palestine ceased to exist as a legal entity after 1948, when Britain relinquished the Mandate and Israel became a modern state. For their part, the Palestinians joined the rest of the Arab world in rejecting the UN Partition Plan of 1947 and moved to destroy the fledgling State of Israel. After failing to do so, and following five attempts to wipe out the Jewish state, the Palestinians decided to change their tactics, if not their final goal, and begin negotiating with Israel.

 

The Right
of Prior Claim
Palestinian leaders settled on a rather ingenious plan that sprang from the idea that, as "Palestin ians," they had a legitimate prior claim to the Holy Land. The very name they assumed as their birthright seemed to many to legitimatize their claim. They were willing to go so far as to say that Jews had no ancient presence in the land or on the Temple Mount that predated the Arab Palestinians. Yasser Arafat added insult to injury by claiming that his people, not the Jews, were the original brethren and followers of Jesus of Nazareth. Indeed, he claimed that Jesus was a freedom fighter against the Romans, just as he himself is a freedom fighter attempting to break the hold of the Israelis on his people. As bizarre as this scenario seems to those who are biblically and historically literate, these preposterous claims reportedly received a standing ovation before 400 certified journalists in a speech Arafat made in Geneva, Switzerland.

Thus, they argue, this being the case, the Palestinians have the right, not only to a state, but also to Jerusalem as their capital city.

 

The Many States
of Palestine
In the beginning, the strategy of the Arab world and the Palestinians was very simple: Destroy those pestiferous Zionists and drive them into the sea. It did not appear to be a problem. After all, millions of hostile Arabs surrounded a tiny area no larger than the state of New Jersey. In spite of numerical superiority, however, they were not successful. Although Israel paid a very high price for its survival, it remained intact as a sovereign nation.

Phase two then became the negotiation track. First, it was to be a Palestinian state back to the 1967 armistice lines. Then, Arafat’s stated goal was to push Israel back to the 1948 lines. All the while, Arafat and his cohorts were assuring the Arab world that this was only a tactical maneuver—first ’67, then ’48, then, for the Zionist Jews, the Mediterranean Sea. It seemed for a time that this strategy would work, with "land for peace" platitudes flying like kites in the wind. And, indeed, Israel was conceding land that it could not afford to give away. For the Palestinians, however, it was real progress, for all they needed was a bit of patience and they would have their way. A little piece here, a little piece there, and soon they would have it all. In fact, 98 percent of all Arabs on the West Bank and in Gaza are today under Palestinian control.

Encouraged by steadfast friends in the U.S. State Department and the European community, they would not stop at attempting to devour Israel a piece at a time. Yasser Arafat turned back the clock and, in an act of feigned great magnanimity, decided to accept United Nations Resolution 181, which was the original Partition of Palestine adopted in 1947 but soundly rejected by Palestinians and the world of Islam. Presently, they stand to gain a further dissecting of little Israel into six small portions—three for Israel and three for the Palestinians—with Jerusalem becoming an international city controlled by benevolent Gentiles. The Europeans love the idea. Israel, as we would expect, is revulsed and legitimately cites irrevocable facts on the ground that have made Resolution 181 null and void.

But this was not the last word. Retreating again to the UN decisions of 1948, the Palestinians then championed the Arab "Right 
of Return," embodied in UN Resolution 194, dated December 11, 1948, which states:

"[The General Assembly] resolves that the refugees wishing to return to their homes and live in peace with their neighbors should be permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date."

Such a return would mean that one to two million Palestinian "refugees," by Arab estimates, would have the right to move into Israel proper—that is, the portion left after the dissection of the Jewish state. The Palestinians and their apologists are willing to forget at least two things. First, they unanimously rejected this resolution when it was originally offered; and second, there is no mention of the right of return for Jews who were expelled from Arab countries after 1948.

The Israeli position is that if Arab "refugees" are to be compensated for the loss of property, as Israelis have agreed should be the case, then Jews expelled from Arab countries are entitled to the same treatment. It seems to have slipped through the cracks in the minds of Western negotiators that, while half a million Arabs were displaced after the 1948 and 1967 conflicts, eight hundred thousand Jews were driven out of Arab lands at the same time, suffering the loss of homes, businesses, and bank accounts. Fair is fair, and if Israel is to compensate Arabs, it is logical that Arabs are obligated to return the favor.

 

The Prophetic Implications
Resident in all of these issues are immense prophetic implications. As I write, NATO is involved in a "humanitarian mission" in the Balkans. In the process, they have alienated the Russians, the Yugoslavians, the Chinese, and a host of nations too numerous to mention. Where does this leave us?

The leaders of NATO (the Western European Alliance) have said that they will now extend their "humanitarian" intrusions far beyond the borders of Western Europe. Where will they go? Certainly not to China or Russia or Sudan. The only vulnerable place that seems to hold out a promise for success is the Middle East. After all, Israel is a friend, and America has been very good at chastising its friends lately.

But think about this: In the last days, Western Europe, led by the Antichrist, with America trailing behind, will antagonize Russia, key Islamic nations, and the "kings of the east" (Rev. 16:12), namely China. And we must not forget that the center of the action will be Jerusalem and the nation of Israel. In recent days, we have seen the American flag burned and U.S. embassies in the Balkans, Russia, and China pelted with rocks, paint, and assorted hand-thrown missiles. We are rapidly gaining the reputation of being a pariah nation in many parts of the world. Are these events diminishing the role of the United States as a respected world power? Are conflicts in Europe sapping our economic and military resources to the point that we will be forced into the position of a follower, an also-ran nation?

We don’t read prophecy through the pages of our newspapers, and there could be many twists and turns before the final events are unveiled. However, what we are witnessing should certainly awaken us to the fact that it is getting late—very late.

Sèvres, Treaty of
 
1920, peace treaty concluded after World War I at Sèvres, France, between the Ottoman Empire (Turkey), on the one hand, and the Allies (excluding Russia and the United States) on the other. The treaty, which liquidated the Ottoman Empire and virtually abolished Turkish sovereignty, followed in the main the decisions reached at San Remo (see San Remo, Conference of). In Asia, Turkey renounced sovereignty over Mesopotamia (Iraq) and Palestine (including Trans-Jordan), which became British mandates; Syria (including Lebanon), which became a French mandate; and the kingdom of Hejaz. Turkey retained Anatolia but was to grant autonomy to Kurdistan. Armenia became a separate republic under international guarantees, and Smyrna (now Izmir) and its environs was placed under Greek administration pending a plebiscite to determine its permanent status. In Europe, Turkey ceded parts of E Thrace and certain Aegean islands to Greece, and the Dodecanese and Rhodes to Italy, retaining only Constantinople and its environs, including the Zone of the Straits (see Dardanelles), which was neutralized and internationalized. The Allies further obtained virtual control over the Turkish economy. The treaty was accepted by the government of Sultan Muhammad VI at Constantinople but was rejected by the rival nationalist government of Kemal Atatürk at Ankara. Ataturk's separate treaty with the USSR and his subsequent victories against the Greeks forced the Allies to negotiate a new treaty in 1923 (see Lausanne, Treaty of).

The British Mandate For Palestine
San Remo Conference, April 24, 1920



Confirmed by the Council of the League of Nations on July 24, 1922
Came into operation in September 1923.



"The Council of the League of Nations:

Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have agreed, for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, to entrust to a Mandatory selected by the said Powers the administration of the territory of Palestine, which formerly belonged to the Turkish Empire, within such boundaries as may be fixed by them; and

Whereas the Principal Allied powers have also agreed that the Mandatory should be responsible for putting into effect the declaration originally made on November 2nd, 1917, by the Government of His Britannic Majesty, and adopted by the said Powers, in favour of the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing should be done which might prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country; and

Whereas recognition has thereby been given to the historical connexion of the Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their national home in that country; and

Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have selected His Britannic Majesty as the Mandatory for Palestine; and

Whereas the mandate in respect of Palestine has been formulated in the following terms and submitted to the Council of the League for approval; and

Whereas His Britannic Majesty has accepted the mandate in respect of Palestine and undertaken to exercise it on behalf of the League of Nations in conformity with the following provisions; and

Whereas by the aforementioned Article 22 (paragraph 8), it is provided that the degree of authority, control or administration to be exercised by the Mandatory, not having been previously agreed upon by the Members of the League, shall he explicitly defined by the Council of the League of Nations;

Confirming the said Mandate, defines its terms as follows:

ARTICLE 1.

The Mandatory shall have full powers of legislation and of administration, save as they may be limited by the terms of this mandate.

ARTICLE 2.
The Mandatory shall be responsible for placing the country under such political, administrative and economic conditions as will secure the establishment of the Jewish national home, as laid down in the preamble, and the development of self-governing institutions, and also for safeguarding the civil and religious rights of all the inhabitants of Palestine, irrespective of race and religion.

ARTICLE 3.
The Mandatory shall, so far as circumstances permit, encourage local autonomy.

ARTICLE 4.
An appropriate Jewish agency shall be recognized as a public body for the purpose of advising and cooperating with the Administration of Palestine in such economic, social and other matters as may affect the establishment of the Jewish national home and the interests of the Jewish population in Palestine, and, subject always to the control of the Administration, to assist and take part in the development of the country.

The Zionist Organization, so long as its organization and constitution are in the opinion of the Mandatory appropriate, shall he recognized as such agency. It shall take steps in consultation with His Britannic Majesty's Government to secure the cooperation of all Jews who are willing to assist in the establishment of the Jewish national home.

ARTICLE 5.
The Mandatory shall be responsible for seeing that no Palestine territory shall be ceded or leased to, or in any way placed under the control of, the Government of any foreign Power.

ARTICLE 6.
The Administration of Palestine, while ensuring that the rights and position of other sections of the population are not prejudiced, shall facilitate Jewish immigration under suitable conditions and shall encourage, in co-operation with the Jewish agency referred to in Article 4, close settlement by Jews on the land, including State lands and waste lands not required for public purposes.

ARTICLE 7.
The Administration of Palestine shall be responsible for enacting a nationality law. There shall be included in this law provisions framed so as to facilitate the acquisition of Palestinian citizenship by Jews who take up their permanent residence in Palestine.

ARTICLE 8.
The privileges and immunities of foreigners, including the benefits of consular jurisdiction and protection as formerly enjoyed by Capitulation or usage in the Ottoman Empire, shall not be applicable in Palestine.

Unless the Powers whose nationals enjoyed the aforementioned privileges and immunities on August 1st, 1914, shall have previously renounced the right to their re-establishment, or shall have agreed to their non-application for a specified period, these privileges and immunities shall, at the expiration of the mandate, be immediately re-established in their entirety or with such modifications as may have been agreed upon between the Powers concerned.

ARTICLE 9.
The Mandatory shall be responsible for seeing that the judicial system established in Palestine shall assure to foreigners, as well as to natives, a complete guarantee of their rights.

Respect for the personal status of the various peoples and communities and for their religious interests shall be fully guaranteed. In particular, the control and administration of Waqfs shall be exercised in accordance with religious law and the dispositions of the founders.

ARTICLE 10.
Pending the making of special extradition agreements relating to Palestine, the extradition treaties in force between the Mandatory and other foreign Powers shall apply to Palestine.

ARTICLE 11.
The Administration of Palestine shall take all necessary measures to safeguard the interests of the community in connection with the development of the country, and, subject to any international obligations accepted by the Mandatory, shall have full power to provide for public ownership or control of any of the natural resources of the country or of the public works, services and utilities established or to be established therein. It shall introduce a land system appropriate to the needs of the country having regard, among other things, to the desirability of promoting the close settlement and intensive cultivation of the land.

The Administration may arrange with the Jewish agency mentioned in Article 4 to construct or operate, upon fair and equitable terms, any public works, services and utilities, and to develop any of the natural resources of the country, in so far as these matters are not directly undertaken by the Administration. Any such arrangements shall provide that no profits distributed by such agency, directly or indirectly, shall exceed a reasonable rate of interest on the capital, and any further profits shall be utilized by it for the benefit of the country in a manner approved by the Administration.

ARTICLE 12.
The Mandatory shall be entrusted with the control of the foreign relations of Palestine, and the right to issue exequaturs to consuls appointed by foreign Powers. He shall also be entitled to afford diplomatic and consular protection to citizens of Palestine when outside its territorial limits.

ARTICLE 13
All responsibility in connexion with the Holy Places and religious buildings or sites in Palestine, including that of preserving existing rights and of securing free access to the Holy Places, religious buildings and sites and the free exercise of worship, while ensuring the requirements of public order and decorum, is assumed by the Mandatory, who shall be responsible solely to the League of Nations in all matters connected herewith, provided that nothing in this article shall prevent the Mandatory from entering into such arrangements as he may deem reasonable with the Administration for the purpose of carrying the provisions of this article into effect; and provided also that nothing in this Mandate shall be construed as conferring upon the Mandatory authority to interfere with the fabric or the management of purely Moslem sacred shrines, the immunities of which are guaranteed.

ARTICLE 14.
A special Commission shall be appointed by the Mandatory to study, define and determine the rights and claims in connection with the Holy Places and the rights and claims relating to the different religious communities in Palestine. The method of nomination, the composition and the functions of this Commission shall be submitted to the Council of the League for its approval, and the Commission shall not be appointed or enter upon its functions without the approval of the Council.

ARTICLE 15.
The Mandatory shall see that complete freedom of conscience and the free exercise of all forms of worship, subject only to the maintenance of public order and morals, are ensured to all. No discrimination of any kind shall be made between the inhabitants of Palestine on the ground of race, religion or language. No person shall be excluded from Palestine on the sole ground of his religious belief.

The right of each community to maintain its own schools for the education of its own members in its own language, while conforming to such educational requirements of a general nature as the Administration may impose, shall not be denied or impaired.

ARTICLE 16.
The Mandatory shall be responsible for exercising such supervision over religious or eleemosynary bodies of all faiths in Palestine as may be required for the maintenance of public order and good government. Subject to such supervision, no measures shall be taken in Palestine to obstruct or interfere with the enterprise of such bodies or to discriminate against any representative or member of them on the ground of his religion or nationality.

ARTICLE 17.
The Administration of Palestine may organize on a voluntary basis the forces necessary for the preservation of peace and order, and also for the defence of the country, subject, however, to the supervision of the Mandatory, but shall not use them for purposes other than those above specified save with the consent of the Mandatory. Except for such purposes, no military, naval or air forces shall be raised or maintained by the Administration of Palestine.

Nothing in this article shall preclude the Administration of Palestine from contributing to the cost of the maintenance of the forces of the Mandatory in Palestine.

The Mandatory shall be entitled at all times to use the roads, railways and ports of Palestine for the movement of armed forces and the carriage of fuel and supplies.

ARTICLE 18.
The Mandatory shall see that there is no discrimination in Palestine against the nationals of any State Member of the League of Nations (including companies incorporated under its laws) as compared with those of the Mandatory or of any foreign State in matters concerning taxation, commerce or navigation, the exercise of industries or professions, or in the treatment of merchant vessels or civil aircraft. Similarly, there shall be no discrimination in Palestine against goods originating in or destined for any of the said States, and there shall be freedom of transit under equitable conditions across the mandated area.

Subject as aforesaid and to the other provisions of this mandate, the Administration of Palestine may, on the advice of the Mandatory, impose such taxes and customs duties as it may consider necessary, and take such steps as it may think best to promote the development of the natural resources of the country and to safeguard the interests of the population. It may also, on the advice of the Mandatory, conclude a special customs agreement with any State the territory of which in 1914 was wholly included in Asiatic Turkey or Arabia.

ARTICLE 19.
The Mandatory shall adhere on behalf of the Administration of Palestine to any general international conventions already existing, or which may be concluded hereafter with the approval of the League of Nations, respecting the slave traffic, the traffic in arms and ammunition, or the traffic in drugs, or relating to commercial equality, freedom of transit and navigation, aerial navigation and postal, telegraphic and wireless communication or literary, artistic or industrial property.

ARTICLE 20.
The Mandatory shall co-operate on behalf of the Administration of Palestine, so far as religious, social and other conditions may permit, in the execution of any common policy adopted by the League of Nations for preventing and combating disease, including diseases of plants and animals.

ARTICLE 21.
The Mandatory shall secure the enactment within twelve months from this date, and shall ensure the execution of a Law of Antiquities based on the following rules. This law shall ensure equality of treatment in the matter of excavations and archaeological research to the nationals of all States Members of the League of Nations.

ARTICLE 22.
English, Arabic and Hebrew shall be the official languages of Palestine. Any statement or inscription in Arabic on stamps or money in Palestine shall be repeated in Hebrew and any statement or inscription in Hebrew shall be repeated in Arabic.

ARTICLE 23.
The Administration of Palestine shall recognize the holy days of the respective communities in Palestine as legal days of rest for the members of such communities.

ARTICLE 24.
The Mandatory shall make to the Council of the League of Nations an annual report to the satisfaction of the Council as to the measures taken during the year to carry out the provisions of the mandate. Copies of all laws and regulations promulgated or issued during the year shall be communicated with the report.

ARTICLE 25.
In the territories lying between the Jordan and the eastern boundary of Palestine as ultimately determined, the Mandatory shall be entitled, with the consent of the Council of the League of Nations, to postpone or withhold application of such provisions of this mandate as he may consider inapplicable to the existing local conditions, and to make such provision for the administration of the territories as he may consider suitable to those conditions, provided that no action shall be taken which is inconsistent with the provisions of Articles 15, 16 and 18.

ARTICLE 26.
The Mandatory agrees that if any dispute whatever should arise between the Mandatory and another Member of the League of Nations relating to the interpretation or the application of the provisions of the mandate, such dispute, if it cannot be settled by negotiation, shall be submitted to the Permanent Court of International Justice provided for by Article 14 of the Covenant of the League of Nations.

ARTICLE 27.
The consent of the Council of the League of Nations is required for any modification of the terms of this mandate.

In the event of the termination of the mandate hereby conferred upon the Mandatory, the Council of the League of Nations shall make such arrangements as may be deemed necessary for safeguarding in perpetuity, under guarantee of the League, the rights secured by Articles 13 and 14, and shall use its influence for securing, under the guarantee of the League, that the Government of Palestine will fully honour the financial obligations legitimately incurred by the Administration of Palestine during the period of the mandate, including the rights of public servants to pensions or gratuities.

The present instrument shall be deposited in original in the archives of the League of Nations and certified copies shall be forwarded by the Secretary General of the League of Nations to all Members of the League.

DONE AT LONDON the twenty-fourth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-two."
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Modern History Sourcebook: 
Theodor Herzl: 
On the Jewish State, 1896



There were Jew leaders who called for the return of the Jews to Palestine for decades before Theodor Herzl (1860​ 1904) wrote his influential pamphlet, The Jewish State. But Herzl's work pushed the formation of a political movement to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine. The first Zionist Congress, convened by Herzl, was held in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897. Herzl was less attached to Palestine than some other "Zionists", and considered at one stage the creation of a Jewish state in what is now Uganda. 
The idea which I have developed in this pamphlet is a very old one: it is the restoration of the Jewish State. 

The world resounds with outcries against the Jews, and these outcries have awakened the slumbering idea. 

. . . 

We are a people-one people. 

We have honestly endeavored everywhere to merge ourselves in the social life of surrounding communities and to preserve the faith of our fathers. We are not permitted to do so. In vain are we loyal patriots, our loyalty in some places running to extremes; in vain do we make the same sacrifices of life and property as our fellow ​citizens; in vain do we strive to increase the fame of our native land in science and art, or her wealth by trade and commerce. In countries where we have lived for centuries we are still cried down as strangers, and often by those whose ancestors were not yet domiciled in the land where Jews had already had experience of suffering. The majority may decide which are the strangers; for this, as indeed every point which arises in the relations between nations, is a question of might. I do not here surrender any portion of our prescriptive right, when I make this statement merely in my own name as an individual. In the world as it now is and for an indefinite period will probably remain, might precedes right. It is useless, therefore, for us to be loyal patriots, as were the Huguenotsl who were forced to emigrate. If we could only be left in peace.... 

. . .
[However,] oppression and persecution cannot exterminate us. No nation on earth has survived such struggles and sufferings as we have gone through. Jew-baiting has merely stripped off our weaklings; the strong among us were invariably true to their race when persecution broke out against them.... 

However much I may worship personality-powerful individual personality in statesmen, inventors, artists, philosophers, or leaders, as well as the collective personality of a historic group of human beings, which we call a nation-however much I may worship personality, I do not regret its disappearance. Whoever can, will, and must perish, let him perish. But the distinctive nationality of Jews neither can, will, nor must be destroyed. It cannot be destroyed, because extemal enemies consolidate it. It will not be destroyed; this is shown during two thousand years of appalling suffering. It must not be destroyed .... Whole branches of Judaism may wither and fall, but the trunk will remain. 

. . .

The Jewish Question 

No one can deny the gravity of the situation of the Jews. Wherever they live in perceptible numbers, they are more or less persecuted. Their equality before the law, granted by statute, has become practically a dead letter. They are debarred from filling even moderately high positions, either in the army, or in any public or private capacity. And attempts are made to thrust them out of business also: "Don't buy from Jews!" 

Attacks in Parliaments, in assemblies, in the press, in the pulpit, in the street, on journeys-for example, their exclusion from certain hotels-even in places of recreation, become daily more numerous. The forms of persecutions varying according to the countries and social circles in which they occur.... 

. . .

The Plan 

Let the sovereignty be granted us over a portion of the globe large enough to satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation; the rest we shall manage for ourselves. 

The creation of a new State is neither ridiculous nor impossible. We have in our day witnessed the process in connection with nations which were not largely members of the middle class, but poorer, less educated, and consequently weaker than ourselves. The Governments of all countries scourged by Anti-Semitism will be keenly interested in assisting us to obtain the sovereignty we want. 

The plan, simple in design, but complicated in execution, will be carried out by two agencies: The Society of Jews and the Jewish Company. 

The Society of Jews will do the preparatory work in the domains of science and politics, which the Jewish Company will afterwards apply practically. 

The Jewish Company will be the liquidating agent of the business interests of departing Jews, and will organize commerce and trade in the new country. 

We must not imagine the departure of the Jews to be a sudden one. It will be gradual, continuous, and will cover many decades. The poorest will go first to cultivate the soil. In accordance with a preconceived plan, they will construct roads, bridges, railways and telegraph installations; regulate rivers; and build their own dwellings; their labor will create trade, trade will create markets and markets will attract new settlers, for every man will go voluntarily, at his own expense and his own risk. The labor expended on the land will enhance its value, and the Jews will soon perceive that a new and permanent sphere of operation is opening here for that spirit of enterprise which has heretofore met only with hatred and obloquy.

Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State, An Attempt at a Modern Solution of the Jewish Question, ed. Jacob M. Alkow (New York: American Zionist Emergency Council, 1946), pp. 69, 76​77, 79​80, 85, 92​93. 
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The strong delusion




© 2001 WorldNetDaily.com 
In his letter to the Thessalonians, Paul writes of the conditions that will exist in the general time of what he calls the "coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him." (2 Thessalonians 2:1) One of the conditions Paul mentions is the "strong delusion." Specifically, he writes in 2 Thessalonians 2:11: "And for this cause, God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie." 

To prove our propensity to believe strong delusion, one needn't look far. A half hour of CNN ought to convince anyone. But for the real die-hard examples of the power of strong delusion, Colin Powell's Middle East speech on Monday is a real corker. 

The secretary of state is a textbook case of the power of delusion. One would have to be deluded to accept the argument that the Palestinians will accept anything less than the total annihilation of Israel. 

Powell's speech to the University of Louisville was designed to outline the U.S. vision for the Middle East. He spoke of Israel's "occupation" of "Palestinian" land. A quick glance at a map of Palestine pre-1917 shows the cities of Palestine included Damascus, Beirut and Baghdad. What today is referred to as "Palestinian land," (i.e., the West Bank) was called "Jordan" until June 6, 1967. The same British pen that created Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Iraq also created both Israel and Palestine at the San Remo Conference in 1920. 

How can any of these states be legitimate if Israel is not? Apart from delusion, how can this be explained? 

Earlier this month, Colin Powell told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that, although al-Qaida may be a terrorist organization, groups like Hezbollah and Hamas fall into a "gray area." He made the argument that "one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter." 

From a legal standpoint, his comment was ridiculous. From a moral standpoint, the comment was deluded. International law sets forth legal standards for insurrection. Insurgency movements can be legitimate, provided they follow recognized rules of war. 

The Geneva Conventions on the Rules of War set forth the test of just means. To be a "freedom fighter" – that is to say, a legal insurgency movement – that test must be applied. It is a two-pronged test. First, the objective must be just. 

What is the objective of Hamas and Hezbollah? It isn't merely Palestinian statehood, since that has been offered and rejected. The objective is the destruction of the state of Israel, a legal member of the international community and a recognized member of the United Nations. 

A quick look at their website makes it abundantly clear there is no room for Israel in their planned Palestinian state. If you can find Israel on this map, drawn by the Palestinian Bureau of Vital Statistics, please e-mail me. 

The destruction of the state of Israel to make room for their state is hardly a just objective, either by the standards of international law or the spirit of the Geneva Conventions. 

Secondly, to be any man's freedom fighter, the Geneva Conventions prohibit making war on civilians, women or children. Most of the suicide bombing attacks have targeted non-combatants in restaurants, markets, city buses and bus stations. 

It is delusional in the extreme for the United States to not consider Yasser Arafat to be a terrorist. Or to imagine a Palestinian state would not instantly qualify as a terrorist state. Arafat's education system has turned out a generation of young minds so poisoned against Israel that he couldn't make peace with Israel if he wanted to. 

Although Powell mentioned in his speech that incitement should be stopped, it is delusional to think incitement already codified as fact can be undone. 

"The Zionists turned their attention toward Palestine as the national homeland of the Jews, while relying on false historical and religious claims," says a Palestinian 10th-grade textbook. Ninth graders learn that, "Treachery and disloyalty are the character traits of the Jews and therefore one should beware of them." 

It is delusional to argue that the children of this educational system can magically be transformed into peaceful neighbors living side by side at peace with a Jewish state they believe with all their heart is really their land populated by usurpers. 

The Palestinian Authority demands the "right of return" for Arabs who abandoned their lands in 1948. The demand is not a "right of return" to a newly formed State of Palestine, but to the existing state of Israel. 

It is delusional to claim to support a Jewish state and to argue in favor of importing an Arab majority into Israel. The Jewish state would vanish at the next election. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure this out, but PA claims of accepting Israel's right to exist as a Jewish state are taken at face value. 

The PA claims it will protect Christian and Jewish holy sites, even as it systematically plunders the Temple Mount and denies access to both Christians and Jews to those holy sites it already controls. Last week, members of Tanzim, the militant wing of Arafat's al-Fatah party were arrested in a plot to blow up the Tomb of the Patriarchs. 

Yet the United States supports the creation of a Palestinian state, condemns Israeli "occupation" and claims with a straight face that, "we have a vision of a region where two states, Israel and Palestine, live side by side within secure and recognized borders." 

Strong delusion. 




Hal Lindsey is the best-selling author of 20 books, including "Late Great Planet Earth." He writes this weekly column exclusively for WorldNetDaily and maintains a website where he provides up-to-the-minute analysis of today's world events in the light of ancient prophecies. 
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Updated: March 13, 2001

Description: The Department of Defense (Department or DoD) is implementing

smart card technology as a Department-wide Common Access Card (CAC). A

smart card is a credit card size token with one or more embedded memory

and/or microprocessor integrated circuit chips (ICC). The CAC also contains a

linear barcode, two-dimensional barcode, magnetic stripe, color digital

photograph, and printed text. The CAC will be the standard identification card for

active duty military personnel, Selected Reserve, DoD civilian employees, and

eligible contractor personnel. The CAC will also be the principal card used to

enable physical access to buildings and controlled spaces and for logical access

to the Department’s computer networks and systems. The CAC ICC has a

cryptographic co-processor to enable it to serve as a token for the PKI identity,

email, and encryption certificates.

Background: Since 1993, the DoD has been conducting evaluations on smart

card technology. Initially tested as an updateable, individually carried data

storage device, the Department’s smart card mission has evolved to require an

interoperable, backward compatible device for secure on-line data transfer and

on-line transactions. Successful pilots and demonstrations in the late 1990s,

resulted in the Department directing the use of smart card technology for multiple

applications on a single platform, the Common Access Card.

General Characteristics

Primary Function: Smart card using multiple technologies to perform standard

identification, physical access, and logical access for active duty military

personnel, Selected Reserve, DoD civilian employees, and eligible contractor

personnel.

Program Management: The DoD Access Card Office performs program

management and execution responsibilities under the operational control of the

DoD Chief Information Officer, and under the policy direction and oversight of the

DoD Electronic Business Board of Directors and the Smart Card Senior

Coordinating Group. The DoD Access Card Office falls under the cognizance of

the Defense Manpower Data Center, which reports to the Office of the Under

Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness.

Applications: Mandatory applications for the CAC are identification, logical

access and authentication using the CAC as the hardware token for the DoDwide

Public Key Infrastructure (PKI), and physical access. Other applications are

designated as Department-wide or Component-specific. Department-wide

applications currently under development and/or evaluation include food service,
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financial (stored value, ATM, electronic purse), and Joint exercises (e.g.,

manifesting and tracking). Component-specific applications currently under

development and/or evaluation include stored value, medical and dental, student

visibility, armory and property accountability, training, rifle range, and deployment

readiness.

Infrastructure: Fielded infrastructures are being used in the deployment of the

CAC. The existing infrastructure of the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting

System (DEERS) and Real-time Automated Personnel Identification System

(RAPIDS) has been modified to integrate the multiple CAC applications and

many of the functions of the Local Registration Authority (LRA) workstation.

Contractor: Multiple

Target Population: Approximately 4 million active duty military, Selected

Reserve, DoD civilian employees, and eligible contractors by September 2002.

Unit Cost: Estimated at $6 - $10 per card (additional costs per seat for

middleware and card management systems may be required).

Dimensions: The CAC follows the ISO 7816 series for integrated circuit cards

for electrical contact. Its dimensions are credit card size (approximately 2.25” x

3.625”).

CAC Technologies: An integrated circuit chip containing 32K of data storage

and memory, a linear (Code 39) barcode, a two-dimensional (PDF 417) barcode,

a magnetic stripe, and a color digital photograph. Multiple technologies exist on

the CAC to accommodate the migration of multiple applications using a

combination of existing barcode and magnetic stripe reader infrastructure to the

new smart card ICC reader technology. The CAC will be a commercially derived

solution and will follow commercial standards to the greatest extent possible.

Program Status: In October 2000, the Department of Defense began initial

testing of the Department’s implementation of smart card technology, the

Common Access Card. Beta testing of the CAC began at Quantico, Virginia and

has since been extended to Tidewater, Virginia and overseas in Germany and

Korea. Approximately fifty thousand (50,000) cards will be issued during beta

testing. By September 2002, approximately four million cards will be issued

worldwide.

Because of such a large and diverse cardholder population, a comprehensive

communications strategy that encompasses both internal and external

stakeholders has been developed and is in full implementation. The purpose of
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the communications strategy is to plan for and facilitate changes as a result of

the CAC implementation by organizing resources to create a uniform and

consistent awareness of the CAC, its functions, and capabilities. The

communications strategy will ensure that all cardholders and those who use the

CAC for identification, access, and benefits are educated and knowledgeable on

the CAC prior to full implementation.

System Timeline: Beta Test – 1st and 2nd Quarter FY 2001; Initial Operational

Capability -- May 2001; Final Operational Capability – September 2002

Point of Contact:

DoD Access Card Office

Defense Manpower Data Center

1555 Wilson Blvd., Suite 609

Rosslyn, VA 22209

Phone: (703) 696-7396

Internet: http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/smartcard
U.S. Patent Office

http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html
Method for Verifying Human Identity during Electronic Sale Transactions

http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PALL&p=1&u=/netahtml/srchnum.htm&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1='5,878,155'.WKU.&OS=PN/5,878,155&RS=PN/5,878,155
Digital Angel

http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PALL&p=1&u=/netahtml/srchnum.htm&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1='5,629,678'.WKU.&OS=PN/5,629,678&RS=PN/5,629,678
Foundations of Faith 

Unit I – The God Who Is There

Lesson III

The Light of Creation Part II:  Design or Chance?  

The Teleological Argument and the Theory of Evolution

By Rev. John C. Orlando, Jr.

I.  Theory of Evolution:  Basic Premise


A.  Life evolved from non-life:  Natural process + time + chance.  Particles to People.

B.  Naturalistic/Atheistic – No Creator due to spontaneous generation of universe.



1.  Evolutionary Biologist Richard Dawkins, applauds evolution because before Darwin it was impossible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist.1
2. Sir Julian Huxley exclaimed, “Darwinism removed the whole idea of God as 

creator of organisms from the sphere of rational discussion.  Darwin pointed out that no supernatural designer was needed”2
3. G. Gaylord Simpson writes, “Man stands alone in the universe, a unique 

product of long, unconscious, impersonal processes…”3 
II.  Scaling the Language Barrier

A.  How evolutionists use the term evolution - "evolution can be precisely defined as any change in the frequency of alleles within a gene pool from one generation to the next." 4
 
B.  How creationists use the term evolution

1.  Macro– vertical—one species becomes different species. Ex:  Apes to man.



2.  Micro evolution–horizontal—wide variation with one species, but it never becomes a totally different kind creature.  Ex:  Dogs

III.  The Nature of the Discussing Origins:  Philosophical, Not pure science

IV.  Presuppositions


A.  Evolution:  Naturalism…Creationism:  Supernaturalism

B.  Interpreting the “facts” – We interpret facts through our presuppositional grids.  


C.  Incompatibility between Evolution and Biblical Creationism

Evolutionist and atheist G. Richard Bozarth sums this up, saying, “Christianity has fought, still fights, and will fight science to the desperate end over evolution because evolution destroys utterly and finally the very reason Jesus’ earthly life was supposedly made necessary.  Destroy Adam and Eve and the original sin, and in the rubble you will find the sorry remains of the Son of God.  Take away the meaning of His death.  If Jesus was not the redeemer who died for our sins, and this is what evolution means, then Christianity is nothing.” 5
V.  Three Lines of Argumentation Against Evolution


A.  Biblical – Genesis contradict evolutionary dogma. Key phrase:  Gen 1:31

B.  Philosophical:  evolution is contrary to reason.  It cannot explain the origin of life from non-life, or metaphysical realities such as morals and virtue, knowledge, and reason itself.  


C.  Scientific:  It is not empirical science as it claims to be, and it contradicts the empirical science we know.  Empirical science is knowledge gained solely through experimentation and observation rather than theory.

VI.  The FACTS of Creation (Fossil Record, Ape-men, Cells, Thermodynamics)6

A. Fossil Record



1.  What can be said about “bones” – One cannot make blind leaps and unscientific assertions by stating that a certain creature became another kind of creature without having had first-hand knowledge of the transformation through observation.




2. What the fossil record should reveal if evolution were true – Gradual 

appearance of life forms.  Abundance of intermediates from one species to another.



3.  What the fossil record should reveal if creation were true:  Sudden appearance of life forms fully developed.  No transitions from one species to another.



4.  What the fossil record actually shows:  

a. “The fossil evidence clearly gives a picture of mature, fully functional 

creatures suddenly appearing and staying very much the same.”7
b. Evolutionist Stephen J. Gould states, “The extreme rarity of 

transitional forms in the fossil record persists as the trade secret of paleontology.”8



c.  Darwin:  As by this theory innumerable transitional forms must have existed, why do we not find them embedded in countless numbers in the crust of the earth?”9


5.  False Transitional Life Forms:




a.  Archaeopteryx -  Alleged reptile-bird transitional life form.





Answer: “Each of the features of Archaeopteryx is either found in true total birds, or not found in reptiles.”10  Ex:  Claws – some birds today posses claws.  Alan Ferduccia, world authority on birds, refutes evolutionists claims, saying, “Paleontologists have tried to turn Archaeopteryx into an earth-bound feathered dinosaur.  But it’s not.  It is a bird, a perching bird.  And no amount of paleobabble” is going to change that.”11




b.  No transitional life-forms exist:  Dr. Colin Patterson, senior paleontologist at the British Museum of Natural History in states, “If I knew of any [transitional life forms], fossil or living, I would certainly have included them…I will lay it on the line—there is not one such fossil for which one could make a watertight argument.”12


B.  Ape-Men13 



1.  Nebraska Man:  A tooth was discovered that supposedly came from prehistoric  “missing link.”  From this tooth, elaborate sketches and models were made depicting what this creature supposedly looked like.  However, years later, it was discovered that this tooth was really a pigs tooth. This is a case where a pig made a monkey out of an evolutionist!



2.  Piltdown Man: Said to have had an ape-like jaw and a human-like skull, hence a missing link.  In 1953 the hoax was exposed.  The jawbone was that of a modern ape, the teeth had been filed down, and the bones were artificially colored to deceive the public.  


C.  Cells (see the information for the teleological argument)


E.  Thermodynamics14
1. 1st Law:  Energy/matter cannot be created nor destroyed (through natural 

processes). Energy/matter cannot be naturally created from nothing. Evolution is progressive and posits creation of matter/energy from nothing.  

2. 2d Law:  Everything tends toward disorder.  All things left to themselves move 

from complex to simple, from organized to disorganized.  Evolutionary contradicts this.

VII.  The Teleological Argument

A. Definition – God is posited as the only adequate explanation for the apparent order, 

purpose, unity, harmony and beauty of the cosmos.15 

B.  Statement of the Argument:16: 1.  All designs imply a designer.  2. There is great 

design in the universe. 3.  Therefore, there must be a Great Designer of the universe.

VIII.  Design17
A.  Design as Complexity – The more complex, the more designing it requires. Ex – a watch must have been designed by intelligence, how much more the human eye!  

B.  Design as Order – Things that have been placed in a particular order exhibit design and require a designer.  Ex – seasons, laws of physics.

C.  Design as Purpose – Things that seem to fulfill a particular purpose exhibit design.  Ex – atmosphere, distance from sun, human body.


D.  Design as Information – Information systems require intelligent design.  Ex – DNA.

IX.  The C-H-A-O-S of the Created Order

A. Cells



1.  The simple cell?  Mycoplasma genitalium has the smallest known genome of any free-living organism, containing 482 genes comprising 580,00 base pairs.18
 

2. Information – The information capacity of living things is far greater than any thing we know of.  Consider the following:




a.  Atheist Richard Dawkins: “There is enough information capacity in a single human cell to store the Encyclopedia Britannica, all 30 volumes of it, 3 or 4 times over.”19 



b.  Dr. Grady McMurty: “There is enough DNA information contained the cells of one average human being to print enough books to fill the Grand Canyon 8,000 times!”20 



3. Irreducible Complexity – “There is a minimum number of parts without which a machine will not work.  Biochemist Michael Behe calls this minimum number “irreducible complexity.”  Ex:  The mousetrap.  Would not work without a platform, holding bar, spring, hammer, and catch, all in the right place.  If you remove just one part, it won’t work at all—you cannot reduce its complexity without destroying its function entirely.21

B.  Humans22
1. The Human Eye – “Can see light coming through an aperture of only 3 

microns (3/25,000 inch) and discern 10 million different shades of colors (a designed machine can only discern about 40% as many colors).”  



2.  The Human Brain -  Weighs about 3 pounds, contains 10 billion neurons with approximately 25,000 synapses (connections) per neuron!  Each neuron is made up of 10 billion macro-molecules.  The brain regulates all bodily functions.


C.  Animals23


1.  Birds -  Feathers are near a perfect adaptation for flight “Flight feathers work together so well that air current has no choice but to lift the bird in the direction it wants to fly.” 



2.  Cetaceans (whales and dolphins): “Many cetaceans.. have a sonar system which is so precise that it can detect a fish the size of a golfball 230 feet away….”

D.  Outer Space:24



Earth: Axis - pointed at angle of 23 degrees from perpendicular. If not: surface temperature differences would be too great.



Beyond Earth: Average distance between galaxies: If larger: insufficient gas 

would be infused into our galaxy to sustain star formation over an adequate time span. If smaller: the sun's orbit would be too radically disturbed.

                 E.  Statistical Probabilities:
Mathematicians concluded that a probability of 1 chance in 1050 or less would never occur.



1.  DNA arising by chance – The probability of forming 1 specific DNA (under ideal conditions, of course!) is 1 chance in 1089,190 25



2.  Life arising by chance – An evolutionary scientist formulated a model to calculate the probability for the formation of the smallest likely living organism by random processes.  He came up with a probability of 1 chance in 10340,000,000  26 


3.  Scientist Dr. Charles Guye calculated the time required to run the optional combinations for just 1 protein (the simplest cell has hundreds of proteins) would be 10234 billion years. The estimated age of the earth is 4.5 billion years old!  There isn’t nearly enough time to develop just 1 protein by chance, let alone the hundreds necessary for even the simplest cell!27
X.   Unity and Harmony

A.  Predictability - Scientists are reliant upon the dependability and design of the universe.  Just to be able to do science requires that there be harmony and design in the universe.  For example, the scientific method is based on observation, testing, and repeating.  If things were happening randomly, with no rhyme or reason, we would not be able to “repeat” anything.  Scientists make calculations based on the predictability of the universe in order to determine such things as weather patterns and launching men into space.  Predictability is a necessary property of design, while it is contradictory to randomness.  If there is randomness and chance, then there is no predictability, and if no predictability, no science. 

B. Purpose  

Why is my body composed of red and white blood cells, and not just one or the other or none at all? Or, why is my body composed! We know through science that everything on earth works in meticulous harmony to even make life possible. 

XI.  Conclusion

A.  We are left with 2 options:  

1.  Either something with intelligence designed all that we see in the universe, or

2.  Everything we see is the by-product of natural processes plus time plus chance.  

In other words, either there is a purpose behind everything we see, or everything we see is simply meaningless.  The evidence is overwhelming in support of option 1.  


B.  The Bad Dream For Evolutionists:

Astronomer Robert Jastrow, in light of the many scientific discoveries showing the complexity of the universe, makes this statement, “Now we see how the astronomical evidence leads to a biblical view of the origin of the world…the essential elements in the astronomical and biblical accounts of Genesis are the same:  The chain of events leading to man commenced suddenly and sharply at a definite moment in time, in a flash of light and energy…for the scientist who has lived by faith in the power of reason alone, the story ends like a bad dream.  He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.”28
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Unit II – The God Who Is Not Silent

Lesson VI

 The Nature and Attributes of God Pt I:  The Sovereignty of God
By Rev. John C. Orlando, Jr.

I. THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 

    
A. Definition:  The infinite perfection’s of God that reveal to us who and what God is.

B.  A List of Some Attributes:1  Eternity, Unchangeableness, Independence, Omnipotence, Omniscience, Omnipresence, Holiness, Love, Justice, Mercy, Wisdom, etc. 

C.  The Unity of God:  God attributes are not a collection of attributes added together, nor are they additions to His real being.  God’s whole being includes all of His attributes:  He is entirely loving, entirely merciful, and so forth.2
II.  GOD’S NATURE IN CREATION3
A.  Transcendence - God is above and beyond our universe in the sense that He is

greater than the creation and is independent of it.  (Isaiah 55:8-9)

            B.  Immanence - To remain in & operate within a domain of reality.  God is actively involved.  His power and presence pervade His entire creation. (Luke 1:48 - 55)

III.  THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

A.  Definition: 


1.  Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 3, Section 1; Chapter 5, Sec 1, 2.


2.  “God’s sovereignty holds that He not only may but does rule over all things, always working His will.  Sovereignty means that God is never frustrated, He never fails to bring to pass what He wishes to bring to pass.”4 

2.  A.W. Pink, “To declare that God is sovereign is to declare that God is the 

Almighty, the Possessor of all power in Heaven and in earth, so that none can defeat His counsels, thwart His purposes, or resist his will.  It is the supremacy of God, the Kingship of God, and in essence the God-hood of God.  God does as He pleases, only as He pleases, always as He pleases, that whatever takes place in time is but the outworking of that which He decreed in eternity.” 5  Sovereignty characterizes the whole Being of God.  He is sovereign in all His attributes. (1 Chron 29:11, Dan 4:35, Isaiah 14:27, 1 Tim 6:15, Psalm 115:3, etc).

B.  The Extent of God’s Sovereignty:  The sovereignty of God is absolute, irresistible, and infinite.  Some examples--God is Sovereign in: 

1. The exercise of His power. His power is exercised as He wills, when He wills, 

and when He wills (Stephen stoned, Peter delivered). 


2.  The delegation of His power to others (some are rich, strong, live long, etc.).

3.  The exercise of His mercy, grace, and love (Rom 9:15; 11:4-7; Eph 1:3-5).

C. Foundational Doctrine    

  Prayer              Salvation 
             Man                   Predestination
    
     Sovereignty of God
There are no “maverick molecules or “autonomous atoms.” “When we say God is sovereign we affirm His right to govern the universe…just as He pleases.  We affirm that His right is the right of the Potter over the clay, i.e., He may mould the clay into whatsoever form He chooses”6
D.  Reconciling God’s Sovereignty and Human Responsibility


1.  Two truths: God is sovereign, man is responsible

2. [Man] possesses rationality and the gift of conscience…because he does not 

use his natural powers for God’s glory constitutes his guilt (Rom 1:18).7
3.  God’s decrees are not the necessitating cause of the sins of men, but the 

fore-determined and prescribed bounding’s and directing’s of men’s sinful acts.8 

Man falls according as God’s providence ordains, but he falls by his own fault (John Calvin).

God’s sovereignty 
    “Many have most foolishly said that it is quite impossible to show where Divine sovereignty ends and creature accountability begins. Here is where creature responsibility begins: in the sovereign ordination of the Creator. As to His sovereignty, there is not and never will be any end to it!”9
                  Human responsibility

                         4.  Examples of Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility:




a.  Joseph  (Genesis 45:7; 50:20)




b.  Prophecy – revelation of what God has purposed shall come to pass!




c.  Jesus (Acts 2:22 – 24)  




d.  Salvation (Romans 9:6 – 21) – God is sovereign in election.

E.  The Value of God’s Sovereignty



1.   God is in control (Rom 8:28)

2.  Pink, “The Lord God omnipotent reigneth... No revolving world, no shining 

star, no storm, no creature moves, no actions of men, no errands of angels, no deeds of the Devil—nothing in all the vast universe can come to pass otherwise than God had eternally purposed.  Here is a foundation for faith.  Here is a resting place for the intellect.  Here is an anchor for the soul, both sure and steadfast.  It is not blind fate, unbridled evil, man or Devil, but the Lord Almighty who is ruling the world, ruling it according to His own good pleasure and for His own eternal glory.”10

F.  God's Will IS being done:

To really believe that God is truly Sovereign is to believe that God's will IS being done on earth today.   If it is not, then our earth is not subject to God's rule, and if it is not subject to God's rule, the God is not God.  He is not the “Lord of all the earth” (Josh 3:13).  But God's will is not being done on earth as it is in Heaven (consciously and joyously), rather, for the most part, un- consciously and sullenly.  In Heaven the angels perform the bidding of the Creator intelligently and gladly, but on earth the unsaved among men accomplish His will blindly and ignorantly.11 

VI.  Conclusion:

A.  The Sovereignty of God and Faith

Since God is utterly and completely in control, we are now able to have confidence in Him.  Nothing catches God by surprise! I know that God is personally involved in every second of my life.  My prayer, my faith, my preaching, and my teaching, are the means by which God is going to bring about His eternal decree's which He fore-ordained from all eternity.  He privileges me to actually be a participant in His Divine plan to advance His Kingdom. 

If God is not completely in control, then I can't possibly have an absolute confidence in Him.  But, since I realize that He is, I can now take hold of the fact that He is in fact God, and nothing can—nothing will thwart His purposes!  Now my faith is strengthened.  Now my prayers are not a shot in the dark.  This is why I also must pray "His will be done."  We don't pray that thinking that God's will might or might not be done, rather, we pray submitting to the fact that God's will most certainly will be done!  And He has called me to exercise faith, confidence in Him as the Supreme Ruler of His universe, to pray, to teach, to preach, etc., as the means by which He carries out His purposes!  Every time a prayer request is brought to our attention or fly's across our computer screen we know that God foreordained that to be so, and since He did, we know that He most definitely has foreordained that we then pray!  

B.  Understanding the Infinite:

Coming to and understanding of the Sovereignty of God is the foundation upon which everything else flows.  God truly is "High and lifted up!"  He truly is a "Mighty God!"  and God doesn’t need my permission for Him to be so. God really is GOD, when we do not undermine His Sovereignty and Providence.  He truly is the "GREAT I AM!"
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Unit II – The God Who Is Not Silent 

Lesson I

The Bible:  Human or Divine?

By Rev. John C. Orlando, Jr.

I.  INTERNAL TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE


A.  Testimony of Scripture: Scripture declares itself to be the very words of God



1. Over 2,000 times the OT uses clauses such as “God spoke to…” “God said.”1


2.  NT:  2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21


B.  Testimony of Jesus2


1.  Confirmed OT: Luke 24:27; Matt 5:17-18; 19:4–9; 22:29, 43; 26:54; John 17:17



2.  Promised the NT:  John 14:26; Matt 28:18 – 20
II.  MANUSCRIPT AUTHORITY: 

A.  The Bibliographic Test3 – Since we do not have the original manuscript(s), the case for the credibility of a manuscript(s) is based on the total number of manuscripts we have, and the time interval from the date of the manuscript to the original. 


1.  How the NT compares to other key works from antiquity:

Author



Date Written

Earliest Copy

# of Copies
Time Gap

Aristotle (Poetics)

343 BC

900 AD

       5

1,250


Plato



400 BC

900 AD

       7

1,300 yrs 

Homers Iliad 


800 BC

400 BC 

       643        
400 yrs 

NT



50 – 100 AD

114 – 325 AD
    
       *5,366   
64 – 225 yrs


* This number only includes Greek manuscripts.  Add over 10,000 Latin Vulgate and 9,300 other early versions, and we have more than 25,000 manuscript copies of portions of the NT.



2.  Early Church Fathers (Eusebius, Papias, Irenaeus, Tertulian, Clement, Ignatius,, Polycarp, Tatian).  Bruce Metzger state, “even if we lost all the Greek manuscripts and the early translations, we could still reproduce the contents of the New Testament from the …quotations in commentaries, sermons, letters, and so forth from the early church fathers.”4


3.  Non-Christian Confirmation of NT history:  Tacitus, Seutonius, Josephus. 



4.  Ancient History and the New Testament:  John Warwick Montgomery states, “To be skeptical of the New Testament books is to allow all of classical antiquity to slip into obscurity, for no documents of the ancient period are as well attested bibliographically as the New Testament.”


B.  Internal Test5 – Is the document written by authoritative writers who are in a position to attest to its content, and does it contain major inconsistencies or contradictions?



1.  Eyewitnesses (Luke 1:1 – 4, 2 Pet 1:16, 1 John 1:1 – 3)



2.  Inner Consistency - NT consistent in its teaching on every issue.  After 2,000 yrs all apparent contradictions have been explained adequately.  Paraphrases, omissions, rearranging or shortening of texts chronological order account for most of the apparent contradictions.



  
a. Generally, the "contradiction" is due to ignoring the literary or historical context in which the passages were written or a simple misunderstanding of the text.

b. Dr. Gleason L. Archer, considered one of the foremost experts on the 

manuscripts of the Bible, stated this concerning the charges of alleged errors and contradictions in Scripture:  "As I have dealt with one apparent discrepancy after another and have studied the alleged contradictions between the biblical record and the evidence of linguistics, archaeology, or science, my confidence in the trustworthiness of Scripture has been repeatedly verified and strengthened by the discovery that almost every problem in Scripture that has ever been discovered by man, from ancient times until now, has been dealt with in a completely satisfactory manner by the biblical text itself, or else by objective archaeological information."6
3.  Historical accuracy within the text:




a. Sir William Ramsey, famous historian and archaeologist, set out to refute the historical accuracy of the Bible, in particular Acts.  His findings compelled him to a complete reversal of his beliefs due to the overwhelming evidence uncovered in his research.  He writes, "Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, he  is possessed of the true historic sense...in short, this author should be placed along with the greatest of historians."7



b.  Roman historian A.N. Sherwin-White, "For Acts the confirmation of historicity is overwhelming…Any attempt to reject its basic historicity must now appear absurd.  Roman historians have long taken it for granted.."8
III. ARCHAELOGICAL EVIDENCE (The Rocks Cry Out!):

“More than 25,000 sites showing some connection to the Old Testament period have been located in the Bible lands.”9  Keep in mind, this only pertains to the OT, and doesn’t even factor in the NT!


A.  OT Example10
1.  The Charge: 

Critics referred to the Hittites as "a mythological civilization mentioned only in the Bible." 

Archaeological Find(s): 

Archaeologists discovered a Hittite library among other things in modern Turkey. 



2.  Other Key Finds:  Sodom & Gomorrah; Jericho; Inscription of King David’s                                  name.


B.  NT Example:11


1.  The Charge: 

It was argued that Luke 2:1 - 3, which mentions a census and a governor named Quirinius, , was in error because there was no evidence to support either the census, or that a man named Quirinius was indeed a governor of Syria. 

Archaeological Find(s): 

a. Discovered that the Romans had a regular enrollment of taxpayers. 

b. An inscription found in Antioch tells of a man named QUIRINIUS who was GOVERNOR OF SYRIA in 7 BC (most scholars place the birth of Christ between 7 BC and 4 BC.). 

2. Other Key Finds:  The Pavement (the court where Jesus was tried by Pilate);                      The Pool of Bethsaida; The Pilate Inscription (“Tiberium Pontius Pilate Prefect                 of Judea.”).

IV. PROPHECY (2 Pet 1:19 – 21): 

A.  The Bible is the only body of literature that contains precise predictions of future events that could not possibly be known or predicted by employing logic or mere chance.

B. OT Prophecies 


C.  Self-fulfilling prophecy

D. 3 MESSIANIC PROPHECIES AND THEIR FULFILLMENT:12 

Old Testament Prophecy





New Testament Fulfillment 

NAILED TO THE CROSS





John 19:18, 20:25 

Psalm 22:1. Year Prophecy Given:  approx 800 B.C.                       Year Fulfilled:  30 A.D. 

PIERCED







John 19:34, 37 

Zechariah 12:10. Year Prophecy Given: 487 B.C.                           
Year Fulfilled:  30 A.D. 

SITTING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD


Hebrews 1:3 

Psalm 110:1. Year Prophecy Given:  approx 800 B.C.                    
Year Fulfilled:  30 A.D. 

V.  STATISTICAL PROBABILITIES: 

A.  Fulfilled Prophecies:

The above list contains just 3 of the over 300 Old Testament prophecies Christ fulfilled concerning the Messiah! The chances that one person could fulfill over 300 prophecies is mind-boggling. 

B.  Unity of the Scriptures:

The statistical probabilities that a document written over the span of 1,600 years by 40 different authors from every walk of life and 3 different Continents, could be internally consistent and maintain the same inerrant message is staggering! 

VI. Thus Sayeth the Lord


A.  Testimony of Jesus


B.  Not Circular 

Not circular because we have demonstrated the historicity and trustworthiness of the text.  Now, we are simply pointing out what Jesus, who is mentioned in this trustworthy text, says about the text itself.

VII. The Closing Argument

1.  The Bible is a proven reliable source of history.

2.  The Bible reports on the life, ministry, teachings, and sayings of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

3.  Jesus performed miracles and rose from the dead demonstrating that He was God incarnate.

4.  Therefore, all that Jesus said and taught was true.

5.   Jesus taught that the Bible was the Word of God and true in all that it reported.

6.  Therefore, the Bible is the Word of God.

Web sites of interest:

http://christiananswers.net/home.html; or http://christiananswers.net/directry.html
http://www.baseinstitute.org/
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Unit I – The God Who Is There

Lesson III

The Light of Conscience: 

The Moral Argument and Answering Objections:

The Problem of Evil and The Church Is Full of Hypocrites

By Rev. John C. Orlando, Jr.

I.  Morality

A.  The Light of Conscience:  Romans 2:14 - 16 


B.  Our sense of Right and Wrong and moral duty--Ethics (“ought-ness”)


C.  This sense of “ought-ness” is universal (everyone has it).

D.  What is necessary for our sense of “ought-ness” (ethics) to be meaningful?  

II. The Moral Argument for the Existence of God1  


A.  For there to be any grounds for ethics, there must be Justice


B.  For justice to occur, there must be the following:

1.  Life after death…we must survive the grave so that injustice can be paid for.

2.  A Judge.  The Judge must posses the following attributes for justice to occur:




a. Holy and Righteous…morally pure…is “Just” 100% of the time.




b. Omniscient…must know every single detail of the events.

This ensures a perfect verdict.  But does it ensure Justice?  No. The Judge must also be:




c. Omnipotent…must be able to carry out the sentence!

C.  Necessary Conditions:  These are the necessary conditions that must exist for ultimate justice to take place.  If we are to make sense of ethics, justice is absolutely necessary.  We must survive the grave, and there must be the type of being described above that exists; the type of being we are introduced to only in the pages of the Bible and the Christian worldview.  

D.  Necessary Conditions Found Only in the Christian God:  Only the Christian view of God presents a God who is altogether holy and who does not compromise His holiness by allowing imperfect, sinful creatures to dwell in His presence.  Every other conception of God espoused in the false religions allows for the possibility of sinful persons (“lawbreakers”) to stand before a holy God without having had their sins (“lawbreaking”) punished, thus, justice is undermined.  Only in Christ can the Holy Justice of God be appeased, (Hebrews 9:22 – 28).

III. The Problem of Evil


A.  The Problem Stated:2  



1.  If God is all-good, He would want to destroy evil. 

2.  If God is all-powerful, He could destroy evil.



3.  But evil is not destroyed.



4.  Hence, there is no such God.


B.  Theodicy:  From 2 Greek words meaning “the justification of God.”  Theodicy is the attempt to reconcile the traditional view of God with the evil in the world.3


1.  Challenge Presuppositions:  The unbelieving skeptic has no basis upon which to make the charge.  Dr. Ravi Zacharias states, “When the skeptic invokes the presence of evil as a reality with which to disprove the existence of God, that skeptic is actually living in contra- diction because unless this is a moral universe, there cannot be a moral reality and the only way to posit a moral universe is if there is a Moral Being as its first cause.  So when the skeptic talks about the reality of evil, unwittingly he actually smuggles in the presence of God.”4
2. The Free Will Defense5:  Evil is in the world due to the free choices of 

rebellious creatures.  Evil cannot be destroyed without destroying freedom.  Love is the greatest good, and love would be meaningless without the ability to make free moral choices.  



3.  An Eclectic Theodicy:  

1.  In order to determine what evil is objectively, we must have an objective source that tells us what is good and evil.  Man, beginning from himself, is a subjective source, and as such has no grounds upon which to say what is objectively good and evil.  We must ask the skeptic:  Is stealing wrong?  Is lying wrong? Is murder wrong?  If so, why?  What is evil?


A. Only in presupposing the existence of God can one even speak about good and evil.


B. Evil is that which does not conform to the absolute perfection of God’s holiness.

2.  Man, with only himself as a reference point, cannot say what an all-powerful God is able to do, or what an all-good God would want to do, because man is a creature, and not God.  It is impossible for man to have exhaustive knowledge of the infinite since man himself is finite.  Since man is not all-powerful, nor all-good, and since he has no way of objectively defining what those terms mean (without submitting to God’s self-revelation of Himself), he cannot say what such a being would or would not do or allow.  

3.  God is the only objective source to determine what is good and evil.

4.  The only one who can say with certainty who God is and what God can do and wants to do is God Himself.

5.  God has told us what good is, and what evil is, and that evil exists.  He has told us that He was pleased to create creatures in His image, and as such these creatures were given the capacity to make moral choices.  As a consequence of these creature’s moral choices, evil entered the created order.  Thus, man is the ultimate cause of all evil, natural and moral (Romans 8:18 – 23).


a. God created the fact of freedom; man performs the acts of freedom.


b. God made evil possible; man made evil actual.

6.  God has also told us that He is all-powerful and all-good.  He has told us that He is able to eradicate evil, He wants to eradicate evil, and that He will eradicate evil sometime in the future.  

7.  God has told us in His Word and in the Person of Christ who He is, what He wants, and what His ultimate plan for mankind is.  Part of God’s plan was to allow for both the possibility and reality of evil for morally sufficient reason(s), the full scope of which are ultimately known only to God Himself.  

8. At the heart of His morally sufficient reason(s) are the cross of Christ and the redemption of man; evil will be used as a means to bring glory to the grace and justice of God.  The only way God could bring glory to His grace and justice would be to allow for the possibility of evil. 

Man, beginning from himself, cannot determine what good and evil is.  He must appeal to an objective source for that knowledge.  Man is not God, therefore he cannot say what God is able or not able to do, or what God would allow or not allow.  Man has no way of knowing what God is able or not able to do, or what God would or would not allow, unless man first submitted to God.  Even then, while he would have better understanding of who God is, he would still not be able to say with certainty what an all-powerful or all-loving God would be able to do or would want to allow, because, as God’s word has declared, God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, and His ways are not our ways.  

The arrogance of a man to say what God is capable of doing, or what God would want to do is truly remarkable.  Man must make himself God in order to say with any degree of confidence what God would in fact do, or what God, in His wisdom, would want to do.  

God, who is all-powerful and all-good, has determined to allow the possibility and reality of evil for a morally sufficient reason, the full scope of which is known ultimately only by Him.  At the heart of God’s morally sufficient reason, however, are the Person of Christ and the free moral choices of man.  God created the fact of freedom--man has the ability to make free moral choices, and performs the acts of freedom.  Thus, man is the cause of evil due to his free choice.  All evil is a direct result of the fall (Rom 8:18 – 23).  God, in the Person of Christ, became man, identified Himself with His creation, allowed Himself to be personally touched with evil at the hands of evil men, all in order to save evil people, to the praise of His glorious grace (Phil 2:5 – 11; Heb 4:15; 12:2, 3; Rom 9:22, 23; Eph 1:4 – 6).  God has also promised to punish all evil, to the praise of His glorious justice (1 Thess 1:7 – 9; Dan 4:37; Isa 5:15, 16). God has also promised to eradicate evil in the future (Rev 21:1 – 4).  

D.  Key Quotes:


1.  Atheistic Biologist Richard Dawkins, “In a universe of blind physical force and genetic replication some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you won’t find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice.  The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there at the bottom no design, no purpose, no evil, and no other good.  Nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.  DNA neither knows nor cares, DNA just is, and we dance to its music.”6
2.  C.S. Lewis:

“What reason have we, except our own desperate wishes, to believe that God is, by any standard we can conceive, “good”? Doesn’t all the…evidence suggest exactly the opposite?  What have we to set against it?  We set Christ against it.”7 

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”8

3.  Corrie Ten Boom (Christian holocaust survivor)9:

“There is no pit so deep where God isn’t deeper still.”

“Even though I was looking into the valley of the shadow of death, I was not afraid.  It is here that Jesus comes closest, taking our hand, and leading us through.”

“In the concentration camp they took all we had, even made us stand naked for hours at a time without rest, but they could not take Jesus from my heart.  Ask Jesus to come into your life.  He will give you riches no man can take away from you.”

The unbeliever has no such hope.  He cannot explain what evil is, where it came from, why it exists, or what the solution to the problem is.  He has no objective basis upon which to even determine whether murder or any other evil (e.g., the holocaust) is wrong.  To deny the existence of God on the basis of the existence of evil is to deny the only hope one has of making sense of evil and dealing with evil.  Without God, everything is meaningless, to include the suffering of people.

IV. The Church is full of Hypocrites10

A.  Hypocrisy Defined:  

1.  Pretending to be something you are not.

2. Hypocrites pretend to be more righteous or less sinful than they really are. 


B.  Why People Make This Charge:  1. Hurt by people in church; 2. Lip service


C.  Statement of the Argument:



All church members are sinners



All hypocrites are sinners



Therefore, all church members are hypocrites

D.  Answering the Argument:

1.  This is faulty logic.  All hypocrisy is sin, but not all sin is hypocrisy.
2.  The Church may have hypocrites in it, but there is One Person in the Church 

that has never committed hypocrisy, the Lord Jesus Christ.  



3. You might ask the person, “I go to church, do you think I’m a hypocrite?”  If the answer is no, then you can also testify to the character of the many Christians you know who are not hypocrites, thus testifying to the truth of proposition #1 above.

4.  To avoid all hypocrisy, one would have to remove himself from society.

5. 2 wrongs don’t make a right!  The person making the charge of hypocrisy as a 

reason why they do not go to church is self-condemned.  He points to someone else’s sin to justify his own sin.  They imply that they would go to church but for the hypocrisy (sin).  Yet, they willfully break the commandment to go to church (sin).  Is it not hypocritical to say you love God, yet are willing to blatantly disobey Him at one of His most basic points, and use as the justification for your sin the sin others?  

6.  God doesn’t hold us accountable for someone else’s sin, but for our own sin. 



7.  Bottom line, this is just an excuse to avoid going to church.  
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Revelation 17:1, Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 “with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”  3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness.  And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication.  5 And on her forehead a name was written:


MYSTERY


BABYLON THE GREAT,


THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS


AND OF THE


ABOMINATIONS OF THE


EARTH
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Revelation 20:1, Then I saw an Angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.  2  He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;  3  and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished.  But after these things he must be released for a little while.





Revelation 6:1                                                                              


	 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals:  and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.”  2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse.  And he (the Antichrist), who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.  3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.”  4 And another horse, fiery red, went out.  And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword.  5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.”  And I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.”  7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.”  8 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse.   And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him.   And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.





	                              Denarius = $32.00 or a day’s wage
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	The 24 elders represent believers of all ages, members of the royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).  Revelation 4 and 5 is the direct outcome of the Rapture.  The Church is present in heaven and the 24 representatives of God’s people are singing about the blood of the Lamb.  They are arrayed in white and have received their crowns before the first seal of judgment is broken in Chapter 6.  The Church cannot be found in the Book of Revelation during any of the judgments, but is seen returning with the Saviour in Chapter 19 when the Tribulation concludes.  


The Holy Spirit, the hinderer, is taken out of the way (2 Thessalonians 2:7,8)


When the Thessalonican Christians were fearful, thinking that perhaps they were experiencing the Day of the Lord or Tribulation (2 Thessalonians 2:1-5), Paul assured them that it couldn’t have come yet because there had to be a departure from the faith and the Antichrist could not be made manifest until the One who restrains the Antichrist’s appearing was removed, namely the Holy Spirit (vss. 7, 8).
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